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The  Body  Politick 

highlights  of  what's 

happening  in  June 


MONTREAL 


•  La  Fete  Nationale  Gaie! 

The  gay  event  of  the  year  in  Montreal  takes 
place  on  Sunday,  June  23.  Thousands  of  les- 
bians and  gay  men  will  gather  at  the  CEGEP  de 
Vieux-Montreal  (255,  est,  rue  Ontario,  be- 
tween St  Laurent  and  St  Denis)  to  celebrate 
gay  pride  a  la  Quebecois(e)!  Highlights  include 
entertainment  by  Le  Theatre  de  Verdure 
Presente,  a  collection  of  street  performers 
entertaining  in  various  locations  (5-7:30  pm); 
Revivons  Notre  Patrimonii  an  amateur 
comedy  revue  with  impressionists  and  mon- 
ologues (7-8:30  pm);  and  a  Big  Concert,  9-10 
pm  in  the  main  gymnasium,  featuring  a  well- 
known  performer  (to  be  announced). 

Various  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  will 
operate  kiosks  to  distribute  information  from 
5  pm  to  midnight,  and  the  festivities  wilklimax 
with  a  Super-Danse  featuring  great  music 
and  running  until  3  am. 

Montreal  really  knows  how  to  throw  a  party 
—  this  is  definitely  an  event  not  to  be  missed! 

•  The  International  Jazz 
Festival.  June  28  to  July  7.  This  festival 
should  again  prove  a  field  day  for  jazz  buffs.  As 
in  other  years,  most  of  the  action  centres  on 
lower  St  Denis  St,  where  there  are  several 
outdoor  (free)  performance  spaces  set  up.  As 
well,  there  are  indoor  sessions  (eight  daily!)  at 
Spectrum  (31 ,  ouest,  rue  Ste  Catherine)  and  at 
Theatre  St  Denis  (1549,  rue  St  Denis).  High- 
lights include  Chick  Corea  and  the  Wynton 
Marsalis  Quintet.  Tickets  available  at  all 
Ticketron  outlets,  $12.50  to  $17.50.  For  more 
details,  phone  the  public  information  office  at 
(514)871-1881. 

•  La  Cage  aux  Folles  at  Place  des 
Arts.  June  26  to  30.  This  touring  production 
of  the  celebrated  musical  with  lyrics  by  Harvey 
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Fierstein  (Torch  Song  Trilogy)  stars  Peter  Mar- 
shall (of  Hollywood  Squares  fame)  and  Keene 
Curtis.  Tickets:  $22.50  to  42.50.  Place  des 
Arts,  1501 ,  rue  Jeanne  Mance;  box  office: 
(514)842-2112. 

•  Picasso:  Rencontre  a  Montreal. 

This  long-awaited  exhibition  of  80  works  from 
jacquelin  Picasso's  collection  opens  June  21  at 
the  Musee  de  Beaux  Arts  (1379,  ouest,  rue 
Sherbrooke) .  Most  of  the  works  have  never 
been  shown  publicly  before.  You  have  to  book 
your  half-hour  spot  well  in  advance  (through 
Ticketron,  Teletron  or  directly  at  the 
museum).  $5;  $2.50  for  students. 

•  Tangente.  This  experimental  dance  and 
performance  art  company  presents  Danse- 
change:  Montreal-Paris  June  5-9  and  June 


12-16  in  their  studio  at  3655,  boul  St  Laurent. 
Four  new/avant  garde  French  choreographers 
will  present  their  works.  Call  (514)  842-3532 
for  more  details. 

•  ADGQ  Discussion  Groups. 
L' Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  du 
Quebec  plans  a  series  of  discussions  and  activ- 
ities for  the  month  of  June: 
June  I:  Discussion,  Service-Jeunesse:  "La 
Prostitution." 

June 4:  Discussion,  L'Entre  Nous:  "Roman- 
tisme,  si  tu  pouvais  renaitre. ..." 
June  8:  Service-Jeunesse:  Soiree  d' Improvisa- 
tion. 
June  15:  Discussion,  Service-Jeunesse:  "La 


pornographie  et  rerotisme,  la  meme  chose?' ' 

June  18:  L'Entre  Nous:  "Mes  reflexions  sur 

I'ADGQ." 

June  22:  Service-Jeunesse:  La  Fiesta!  Party  de 

fin  de  calendrier  (to  celebrate  the  end  of  the 

year's  activities  —  they  break  until 

September). 

For  more  information:  ADGQ,  263,  est,  rue 
Ste  Catherine,  (514)  843-8671. 

Reported  from  Montreal  by  TBP 
correspondent  Alan  McGinty. 
For  the  most  up-to-date  information  on 
events  in  Montreal,  pick  up  the  latest 
issue  of  Sortie,  North  America's 
largest  French-language  gay  publication. 
Call  (514)  521-2732  for  locations. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO 

The  9th  San  Francisco  Interna- 
tional Lesbian  and  Gay  Film 
Festival  takes  place  June  24  to  30, 
during  the  Bay  City's  annual  Les- 
bian/Gay Freedom  celebrations. 
Sponsored  and  produced  by 
Frameline  (a  non-profit  media 
organization),  the  festival  seeks 
to  develop  an  audience  for  gay 
and  lesbian  cinema,  promoting 
wider  distribution  of  films  and 
videos  both  within  and  outside 
the  gay  community. 

This  year's  film  entries  include 
Jeremy  P's  "David  Roche  Talks 
to  You  About  Love."  This  short 
film  is  based  on  the  hilarious  1981 
performance  piece  by  Roche 
(the  well-known  Toronto  artist, 
seen  above  manipulating  an  or- 
dinary white  dress  shirt  in  "Why 
I  Am  Not  a  Transvestite"),  and 
combines  his  mordant  style  with 
satirical,  often  brilliant  observa- 
tions on  romance  and  relation- 
ships. For  more  information 
about  this  year's  schedule,  con- 
tact Frameline  at  (415)  861-5245. 

PGB« 


VANCOUVER 

•  The  4th  Annual  Vancouver 
International  Film  Festival.  Run- 
ning through  June  6  at  the  Vancouver  East 
Cinema  (7th  Ave  &  Commercial  Drive),  the 
Hollywood  (3123  West  Broadway)  and  The 
Ridge  Theatre  (3131  Arbutus),  the  festival  will 
feature  a  tribute  to  the  Netherlands,  and  will 
include  several  gay  films.  Among  them:  The 
Deputy  (at  the  Ridge,  May  27, 9:30  pm),  a 
Spanish  film  in  which  a  political  candidate's  life 
is  changed  by  a  visit  form  a  former  gay  sex  part- 
ner; and  Drifting  (at  the  Hollywood,  May  28, 
9:30  pm) ,  the  debut  film  of  a  young  gay  Israeli 
director.  For  more  information,  call  (604) 
738-0400. 

•  Joan  Armatrading.  Continuing  her 
tour,  which  encompasses  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Australia,  the  energetic  singer 
brings  her  Vancouver  fans  a  conceit  at  The 
Orpheum  Theatre,  865  Seymour,  June  2  at  8 
pm.  For  reservations,  phone  (604)  280-4444. 

•  Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood. 

Those  carefully  zany  British  boys  come  to  the 
War  Memorial  Gym  at  the  University  of  British 
Columbia  Saturday,  June  22  at  8  pm  —  but 
unless  you  know  a  scalper  you  won't  be  going 
to  Frankie.  The  show  is  sold  out. 


•  Torch  Song  Trilogy.  Harvey  Fier- 
stein's  Broadway  hit  comes  to  the  Vancouver 
East  End  Cultural  Centre,  1895  VenaWes,  in  a 
local  production  directed  by  Larry  Lillo. 
Previews  June  17  to  I9,openingjune20,8pm. 
Matinees  to  be  announced.  (604)  254-9578. 

•  Sex  Tips  for  Modern  Girls.  A 
musical  comedy  exploring  the  "modem  rela- 
tionship" continues  in  its  fourth  month  at  the 
Arts  Club  Theatre,  1 585  Johnston  St.  The 
show's  been  getting  good  reviews,  but  the 
Arts  Club  is  pretty  middle-of-the-road,  so 
don't  expect  the  earth  to  move.  Reservations 
and  information:  (604)  687-1644. 

•  The  Dance  Theatre  of  Harlem. 
The  vibrant  New  York  company  bring  their 
award-winning  interpretation  of  Firebird  to 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  Theatre,  649  Cambie, 
May  30, 3 1  and  June  I  at  8  pm.  Ticket  infor- 
mation: (604)  280-4444. 

•  The  Alternate  Pageant.  The 

second  annual  beauty  pageant  for  female 
impersonators,  presented  by  Perryscope.  Last 
year's  competition  was  a  big  success,  so  ex- 
pect a  lot  of  glitz.  At  the  Orpheum  Theatre, 
865  Seymour,  June  9  at  7:30  pm.  Information: 
(604)280-4411. 

Reported  from  Vancouver  by  TBP 
correspondent  Robert  Harris. 
For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
happening  in  Vancouver,  pick  up  the 
city's  leading  gay  paper,  Angles.  For 
outlets,  call  (604)  684-6869. 
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LIMITED  ENGAGEMENT 
A  UNANIMOUS  HIT! 

-A  HIT!"  —  CFHI 
"A  HOOT!"  — The  Sun 

"A  MONSTER  HIT!"  —  The  Star 

"A  TREASURY  OF  BELLY  LAUGHS...  A 

CERTIFIED  HIT!" 

—  The  Canadian  Jewish  News 

"WONDERFUL...  CAMPY...  ONE  OF 

THE  LIVELIEST  &  PUNCHIEST 

MUSICALS  IN  YEARS!" 

—  The  Globe  and  Mail 

"A  MUST  SEE!"  —  CKEY 


CREST  THEATRE 

551  Mt.  Pleasant  Rd. 

Tickets  available  at  BASS  872-2277 

SPECIAL  INFO  LINE:  488-6434 
THE  CRITICS  LOVE  IT!  ...SO  WILL  YOU! 


OPENING 
VERY  SOON 


JENNIE  &  JAN'S  N°2 


Tjmrz 


UXBS 


(DAtFE 


Featuring  Cuisine 
Fraiche  Gourmet  Foods 
ALSO  take-out  available 
Yes!  We  will  be 
fully  licensed 

531  Queen  St.  E.  (at  River  Street)  369-1111 


JENNIE'S  RESTAURANT 


New  spring  menu.  Courtyard. 
Try  it. 

Offering  fabulous 

cuisine  fraiche  gourmet  foods 

and  continental  cuisine. 

Open  for  lunch/dinner/Sunday  brunch. 

360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto  861-1461 

(Located  at  the  unglamorous  corner  of  Queen  and  Parliament) 
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HALIFAX 

•  William  Tritt.  A  familiar  face  in 
Halifax,  the  celebrated  pianist  will  be  back  in 
town  to  take  part  in  the  two-week  Scotia 
Festival  of  Music,  May  26  to  June  9  at  the 
Dalhousie  Arts  Centre.  Besides  conducting 
master  classes,  Bill  will  perform  in  the  opening 
concert  May  28  with  such  luminaries  as 
Maureen  Forrester,  in  a  June  4  concert  of 
works  by  JS  Bach  to  mark  that  composer's 
300th  birthday,  and  with  the  Colorado  String 
Quartet  on  June  7.  All  performances  begin  at  8 
pm  in  the  Sir  James  Dunn  Theatre.  Call  (902) 
429-9467  for  ticket  information. 

•  The  Rise  and  Follies  of  Cape 
Breton.  The  Great  Caper  Caper  continues! 
The  popular,  rolicking  variety  revue  returns  to 
the  Rebecca  Cohn  Audiotium  with  an  all-new 
show,  June  5  to  7.  For  information,  call 
(902)424-2298. 

•  The  Dance  in  Canada  Confer- 
ence. The  annual  gathering  is  set  this  year  for 
Halifax's  Rebecca  Cohn  Auditorium,  June  27 
to  29.  Call  (902)  422-9749  for  schedule 
information. 

Reported  from  Halifax  by  TBP 
correspondent  Robin  Metcalfe.  For  the 
latest  information  on  events  in  Halifax, 
call  the  Gayline  at  (902)  423-1389. 


TORONTO 


•  Coming  Together:  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Day  1985.  True  to  this 
year's  theme,  a  dedicated  core  of  volunteers 
have  come  together  to  make  Toronto's  1985 
Pride  Day  celebration  one  of  the  best  ever.  In 
addition  to  having  lots  of  food  and  drink 
available,  the  street  events  will  include  an  array 
of  great  performers  —  rockers  Bratty  and  Ona 
Radio,  San  Francisco  comic  Tom  Ammiano, 
performer/director  Sky  Gilbert,  the  fabulous 
Clichettes  and  more.  Community  groups  and 
gay  businesses  are  planning  numerous  booths 
and  information  tables,  and  a  colourful  explo- 
sion of  balloons  wil  mark  the  beginning  of  the 
parade  along  Yonge  Street. 

So  pray  for  good  weather  and  come  on  out, 
Sunday,  June  30  at  Cawthra  Square  Park  (at 
the  519  Church  St  Community  Centre).  Events 
begin  at  1 :00  pm. 

Volunteers  are  still  needed,  too.  If  you'd 
like  to  pitch  in,  call  Kyle  at  (416)  360-6037. 

•  Smashing  Borders,  Opening 
Spaces:  The  7th  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  the  International  Gay 
Association.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
will  serve  as  a  grand  introduction  to  Toronto 
for  delegates  from  all  over  the  world,  here  for 
the  annual  gathering  of  the  IGA,  the  inter- 
national coalition  of  gay  groups,  meeting  in 
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North  America  for  only  the  second  time.  In 
addition  to  workshops  on  such  universal  gay 
themes  as "  Coming  Out,"  "  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Youth' '  and  AIDS,  there  will  be  a  host  of 
cultural  events  that  should  have  the  city  dizzy 
for  months  to  come.  Among  those  scheduled: 
Wet  and  Hard, a  film  and  slide  presentation 
on  pornography  and  transgression  by  Tom 
Waugh  and  Sue  Golding;  the  premiere  of  les- 
bian playwright  Gay  Bell's  Danger: 
Women's  Joy,  Women's  Anger;  and  num- 
erous film  and  video  screening  by  both  local 
and  international  artists,  including  Nancy 
Reed,  Tony  Vinturi  and  John  Greyson. 

Concurrent  with  the  IGA  conference,  gay 
and  lesbian  historians  from  three  continents 
will  present  papers  and  slide  shows  as  part  of 


EDMONTON!  The Timesof  Harvey  Milk, 
winner  of  the  1985  Academy  Award  for  Best  Documentary,  will  be 
featured  during  GALA '85  —  Edmonton's  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Awareness  Week  —  set  for  June  20  to  25.  The  film,  a  look  at  the  life  of 
the  San  Francisco  supervisor  whose  career  as  the  city's  first  openly 
gay  elected  official  was  cut  short  by  assassin  Dan  White  in  1978,  will 
be  given  its  Edmonton  premiere  at  The  Princess  Theatre  as  one  of 
many  events  planned  for  the  week.  There  will  be  a  jazz  night  Friday, 
June  21  featuring  Louise  Rose  and  the  Vocal  Minority  Chorus;  an 
afternoon  poetry  and  drama  encounter  Saturday,  June  22  with  a 
dance  and  barbecue  organized  by  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality; 
a  wine  and  cheese  social  at  Womanspace;  a  swim  night  —  and  tons 
more!  Get  the  latest  information  by  calling  GATE  at  (403)  424-8361  or 
the  Lesbian  Information  Line  at  (403)  488-2918. 


Sex  and  the  State:  Their  Laws,  Our 
Lives,  the  second  international  gay  history 
conference  to  be  held  in  Toronto.  The  first, 
"Wilde '82,"  part  of  the  1982  "Doing  It!" 
gathering,  was  a  smashing  success,  and  this 
year's  looks  like  it  will  be  even  livelier. 

Registration  for  the  IGA  conference  is  $25 
($15  for  students  and  the  unemployed) ,  and  in- 
cludes admission  to  all  events,  as  well  as  to  all 
history  conference  presentations.  Those 
interested  in  registering  or  in  volunteering 
their  services  should  write  the  IGA  Conference 
Committee,  105  Carlton  St,  4th  fl,  Toronto, 
ONM5BIM2. 

It's  going  to  be  an  incredible  week!  Watch 
for  more  details  in  TBP's  July  issue. 

•  Caught  in  the  Act:  A  Safe  Sex 
Cabaret.  In  a  completely  different  way  to 
get  its  message  about  safe  sex  across,  the 
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ONTARIO  GUESTHOUSES 

The  Perfect  Place  For  A  Country  Getaway 


"B" 
TOWN 


^ 


Jsakk 


PRINSTERN  ACRES  GUESTHOUSE 
YOUR  HOSTS  JANICE  &  LIAN 


SHETLAND'S  MEADOW  GUESTHOUSE 
YOUR  HOSTS  BOB  &  NICK 


For  your  next  weekend  getaway  or  your  summer  vacation,  come  and  stay  at  Prinstern  Acres  or  Shetland's  Meadow  Guesthouse.  We  are 
beautifully  situated  on  100  acres  of  rolling  hills  traversed  by  two  trout  streams.  Spend  your  day  lazing  by  the  pool  at  Prinstern  Acres,  go 
hiking  along  the  Bruce  Trail,  visit  some  of  our  many  antique  auctions  and  flea  markets,  horseback  riding  and  sailing  are  nearby  or  just  relax 
by  the  fire.  We  are  sure  you'll  have  a  great  time!  We  serve  full  course  home  cooked  meals  and  offer  comfortable  accomodations  for  up  to  20 
people  as  well  as  campsite  accommodation.  Our  guesthouses  are  located  in  the  village  of  Bognor,  23  km  southeast  of  Owen  Sound  and  just 
two  hours  drive  from  the  city  of  Toronto. 

FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL:  (416)  927-7574  FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL:  (416)  960-1291 

OR  WRITE  TO  US  AT  ONTARIO  GUESTHOUSES,  255  GERRARD  ST  EAST 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M5A  2G1  CANADA 


Together 
flg&in 


Watch  for  our 
Women's  Leather  Night 

Sunday  Brunch  12  -  3  pm 

Dining  Room  Open 

every  night  from  6  pm 

New  Woman  Manager 

Together 

457  Church  St.  Toronto.  923-3469 


THE  SHAWMAKES  HISTORY 


The  North  American  Premiere  of 
Neei COWARDS CAVALCADE 

With  the  grandeur  of  "Cyrano  de  Bergerac"  the 
sparkling  wit  of  "Private  Lives"  the  Shaw  Festival 
presents  Coward's  "Cavalcade"  which  became  the 
basis  for  the  famous  British  T.  V.  series  "Upstairs 
Downstairs."  Join  us  for  the  1985  season  of  the 
Shaw  Festival,  where  every  production  is  history 

in  the  making.  Opens  August  16. 


tTOMoaum 

'   FaCtOCY  CVIKt 


ORDER  NOW  BY  PHONE 

(416)  468-3201 

(416)  468-2172  long  distance 


f-tona  Reid  and  Andrew  Gillies  as  Jane  &  Robert  Maryotl 


Also  playing  this  season  at  the  Shaw 

HEARTBREAK  HOUSE 

Opens  May  22.  "^HLVSl 
ONE  FOR  THE  POT 
Opens  May  24 
THE  WOMEN 
Opens  July  4. 

MURDER  ON  THE  NILE 

Opens  August  16.  wowowim 


THE  MADWOMAN  OF  CHAILLOT 

Opens  May  lb.        A,J,  ^^  m 
NAUGHTY  MARIETTA 

Opens  May  24.  itowokdiy  x*»t» 
JOHN  BULL'S  OTHER  ISLAND 
Opens  July  5. 


Artistic  Director  Christopher  Newton 


NIAGARAON-THELAKE 


festival 
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For  the  latest  information  on  what's 
going  on  in  Toronto,  call  923-G  AYS 
(923-4297),  or  pick  up  a  copy  of  Xtra!, 
published  twice  a  month  by  the  people 
at  The  Body  Politic,  and  distributed 
free  in  bars,  clubs,  theatres  and 
restaurants  across  the  city. 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  has  created  a 
tossed  salad  of  comedy  skits,  dramatic  mono- 
logues, singing,  juggling  and  multi-media 
magic.  All  planned  for  the  Adelaide  Court 
Theatre,  57  Adelaide  St  E,  Monday,  June  10, 
for  a  suggested  price  of  $10.  Curtain  is  at  8:30 
pm.  For  more  info,  call  the  AIDS  Committee 
of  Toronto  (ACT)  at  (416)  926-1626. 

•  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk.  On 
Thursday,  June  6  at  9:30  pm,  the  Bloor 
Cinema  (506  Bloor  St  W,  (416)  532-6677)  joins 
the  esteemed  group  of  movie  houses  that  have 
shown  this  Academy-Award-winning  docu- 
mentary to  help  raise  money  for  the  gay  com- 
munity. The  Towne  Cinema  in  Ottawa  pre- 
sented the  film  for  two  nights  in  February  with 
Gays  of  Ottawa,  and  a  showing  at  Vancouver's 
Studio  Cinema  raised  money  for  four  local 
groups,  including  AIDS  Vancouver.  This 
screening,  arranged  in  cooperation  with  Astral 
Films  of  Canada,  will  benefit  the  AIDS  Com- 
mittee of  Toronto.  Admission  is  $4  —  half  of 
which  goes  directly  to  ACT.  If  you  haven't 
seen  this  funny  and  moving  film  yet,  this  is  a 
great  time  to  do  it. 

•The  Second  Lambda  Art 
Show.  In  response  to  last  year's  highly  suc- 
cessful exhibition,  the  Toronto  Lambda 
Business  Council  will  be  hosting  its  Art  Show  2 
on  June  2,  from  noon  to  7  pm  at  the  Selby 
Hotel,  598  Sherbourne  St.  Everything  from 
the  sculptured  clocks  of  Roger  Wood  to  the 
painted  photographs  of  Angie  Cologoni  will  be 
exhibited  for  sale.  Lambda  hopes  to  raise 
money  for  the  Gay  Community  Appeal,  as 
well  as  to  provide  exposure  for  the  artists  in- 
volved. Admission  is  free,  and  refreshments 
will  be  available. 

•  Moving  On.  June  6, 7  and  8  at  the 
Winchester  Street  Theatre,  80  Winchester — 
a  premiere  by  the  dynamic  new  choreographer 
Louise  Azzarello,  from  Toronto  Independent 
Dance  Enterprise.  Blending  text  and  visual  art 
with  movement,  Louise's  innovative  choreo- 
graphy evokes  stong  emotion  through  vivid 
images,  In  "Moving  On,"  a  collaboration  with- 
designer  Janet  Cornfield,  she  looks  at  some 
central  themes  in  the  lives  of  Canadian 
women.  For  more  information,  call  (416) 
533-8437. 

•  The  North  wind  Folk  Festival. 

An  outstanding  line-up  of  talent  will  be 
featured  in  this  second  annual  festival,  which 
takes  place  on  Olympic  Island  (of  the  Toronto 
Islands),  June  21  to  23.  Take  the  ferry  to  see 


MONTREAL!  There's  no  one  quite  like 
Coco  in  English  Canada.  Otherwise  known  as  Douglas  Leapold,  he 
could  be  described  as,  ahem,  FLAMBOYANT!  Coco  is  the  king  of  the 
Montreal  glamour  and  entertainment  scene,  with  a  finger  in  every 
pie  in  the  province  (and  still  keeping  track  of  Europe,  New  York  and 
Toronto  to  boot!).  Of  course,  he  knows  EVERYONE. 

He  dishes  out  information  on  five  TV  shows,  on  CKMF,  Montreal's 
most  popular  station,  and  in  three  magazines  and  two  newspapers 
(one  English,  one  French).  He  also  hosts  numerous  fashion  shows, 
performs  radio  and  television  commercials  and  acts  as  emcee  at  up 
to  1 2  straight  discos  a  week! 

Coco  provides  a  good  source  or  information  for  Montreal  gays  on 
CKMF,  fulfilling  the  needs  of  all  the  gossip  queens,  and  announcing 
which  bars  are  having  parties  or  community  fundraisers. 

His  openness  on  the  air  recently  got  him  into  a  lot  of  trouble  with 
the  Montreal  police.  It  seems  the  boys  in  blue  were  playing  with 
su  re  vi  I  lance  cameras  again  —  this  time  at  the  Universite  de  Quebec  a 
Montreal.  Coco  found  out  that  people  were  being  arrested  for 
alleged  "indecent  acts"  in  one  of  the  school's  washrooms.  Being  very 
civic-minded,  Coco  mentioned  on  the  air  that  people  shouldn't  fuck 
in  public  washrooms  —  particularly  at  UQAM  —  because  of  the  risk  of 
being  arrested. 

More  than  nine  months  after  he  offered  this  advice,  he  was  formal- 
ly charged  by  the  police  with  "obstructing  justice."  Since  some  of  the 
trials  were  already  underway,  Coco  was  accused  of  having  publicly 
discussed  a  case  which  was  before  the  courts.  Never  mind  that  the 
anti-gay  dragnet  still  pulled  in  its  victims,  full  speed  ahead! 

Coco  can't  understand  why  the  Montreal  police  have  continued 
with  their  legal  action  against  him.  "It's  clearly  a  case  of  anti-gay 
harrasment  to  me,"  he  says.  He  and  his  lawyer  continue  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  court's  ruling. 

Meanwhile,  life  goes  on  for  Coco  at  its  usual  pace.  Douglas 
manages  his  glamour  empire  from  his  fabulous  loft  in  a  remote  cor- 
ner of  Vieux  Montreal,  but  he's  constantly  jetting  off  somewhere. 
So,  if  you're  in  the  Montreal  vicinity  and  need  to  know  who  and 
what's  hot  this  week,  check  out  Coco  at  one  of  his  media  spots,  and 
he'll  fill  you  in!  Alan  McGinty  • 


Jane  Siberry,  KD  Lang,  David  Sereda,  Brent 
Titcomb,  Lillian  Allan,  John  Sebastian,  Heather 
Bishop  —  and  lots  more!  Tickets  are  $15  per 
day,  or  $32  for  a  weekend  pass.  For  more 
information,  call  Northwind  Arts  at  (416) 
865-1397. 

•  Buck  Off  Bratty!  The  popular 
Toronto  band  Bratty  will  play  the  Cameron 
Hotel  (408  Queen  St  W,  (416)  364-081 1) 
Thursday,  June  6  —  and  offer  a  special  treat. 
With  admission,  fans  will  recievea  "Buck  Off 
Bratty' '  card,  entitling  them  to  a  dollar  off 
future  Bratty  gigs  during  the  summer.  You  can 
also  catch  Bratty  downstairs  at  the  El  Mocam- 
bo,  (464  Spadina  Ave,  (416)  961-2558)  on  June 
13, 14  and  15. 

•  The  1984  Miss  General  Idea 
Pavillion.  The  Pavillion  is  in  ruins,  but 
"famous,  glamorous  artists"  General  Idea 
have  dug  up  some  great  artifacts  for  exhibition 
at  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario  (for  a  preview, 
see  page  29  of  this  issue) .  347  Dundas  St  W, 
until  June  23.  For  more  info:  (416)977-0414. 


WESTERN 
CANADA 

•  Hosanna.  The  Regina-based  theatre 
company  L'antitroupe  will  tour  Western 
Canada  this  month  with  their  production  of 
Michel  Tremblay's  hit  play  about  a  Montreal 
transvestite,  Hosanna  (whose  favourite 
routine  is  Elizabeth  Taylor  as  Cleopatra),  and 
his  leatherman  lover,  Cuirette.  The  lead  role  is 
a  challenging  one,  involving  long  and  wonder- 
ful monologues,  and  when  well  done  it's  stun- 
ning. You  can  check  out  this  production  in  Ed- 
monton, June  6  to  8  ((403)  469-7193  for  loca- 
tion and  ticket  information);  Winnipeg,  June 
10  to  12  ((204)  233-8053);  and  Saskatoon  June 
14  ((306)  384-2126). 


CALGARY 

•  The  Gay  Interest  Group  of  the 
Canadian  Library  Association  will 
hold  its  annual  conference  in  Calgary  this 
month.  Highlights  include  a  social  gathering  on 
the  evening  of  June  14,  and  brunch  and  a 
workshop  on  Sunday,  June  16.  Information  on 
this  event  is  available  through  the  Canadian 
Library  Association's  head  office  in  Ottawa. 
(613)  232-9625. 

Got  something  coming?  Get  it  into 
Coming!  Send  information  and  photos 
to:  Coming,  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289, 
Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9.  Deadline 
for  July  events:  Wednesday,  June  5;  for 
August  events:  Wednesday,  July  10. 
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The  new  policy... 

At  first,  31  words,  and  then  thousands  more  in  memos,  letters  and  talk.  The  centre  of  atten- 
tion was  a  classified  ad  which  asked  for  a  black  houseboy,  and  as  the  debate  took  form,  it  was 
clear  that  the  larger  gay  community  was  divided  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  collective. 

Some  critics  argued  that  the  issue  was  straightforward  and  ought  not  to  have  required  pro- 
tracted debate  at  all.  There  certainly  was  no  debate  over  the  persistence  of  racism  within  the 
gay  community  and  outside;  and  no  disagreement  about  the  hurt  inflicted  by  that  racism  on 
gays  and  lesbians  of  colour.  The  importance  of  that  issue  was  not  in  question.  There  was  dis- 
agreement, though ,  over  the '  'status"  of  desire  and  over  the  kind  of  regulation  which  the  col- 
lective should  exert  over  the  printed  word  which  we  produce. 

Last  week  we  voted  on  the  question  (full  consensus,  our  usual  goal,  remaining  elusive  on 
this  issue),  and  settled  on  a  classified  ad  policy  which  would  not  admit  the  "houseboy"  ad 
again.  The  policy  already  in  place  allows  for  the  rejection  of  ads,  and  makes  specific  reference 
to  acts  which  contravene  the  Criminal  Code.  We  have  now  added  a  further  illustration  of  the 
kind  of  ads  over  which  the  collective  would  exercise  its  right  to  reject — ads  which  seem  racial- 
ly abusive  or  stereotypical  (or  which  are  abusive  or  discriminatory  on  other  grounds),  and 
which  appear  to  be  asking  for  a  relationship  of  real  subservience.  Ads  which  are  clearly  di- 
rected to  fantasy  alone  would  not  be  turned  away. 

Taking  this  approach  does  not  deny  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  subtle  and  "polite"  racism 
which  will  remain  in  the  classifieds.  What  the  policy  aims  for  is  the  removal  of  the  most  bla- 
tant manifestations  —  those  which  most  obviously  seek  the  reproduction  of  racial  inequality 
and  stereotyping  in  the  real  world.  (This  is  in  addition  to  our  continuing  policy  of  refusing  ads 
which  exclude  groups  in  an  insulting  manner,  as  for  example  in  "no  blacks,"  or  "no  fats  or 
ferns." 

The  collective  realizes  that  there  will  be  ambiguity  in  some  cases.  If  uncertainty  persists 
after  initial  attempts  to  clarify  wording,  relevent  segments  of  the  gay'community  will  be  asked 
for  their  views.  This  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  "houseboy"  ad,  although  only  after  first 
printing  (something  which  we  will  now  try  to  avoid).  It  was  also  done  in  a  way  which  angered 
the  gays  and  lesbians  of  colour  who  were  involved  in  the  debate.  The  collective,  they  felt,  was 
white,  middle-class  and,  by  all  appearances,  insensitive  and  unlistening. 

It  is  true  that  the  collective  is  white,  and  that  will  have  to  change  if  we  are  to  fully  reflect  the 
community  we  want  to  work  with  and  fight  for.  But  the  collective  does  listen.  In  this  case,  it 
listened,  and  by  a  majority  vote  changed  its  policy. 

David  Rayside,  for  the  collective  • 

...and  the  new  look 


For  the  third  time  in  The  Body  Politick  14-year 
history,  we've  just  put  ourselves  through  a 
facelift. 

The  new  look  may  seem  a  sudden  develop- 
ment, but,  in  fact,  it's  the  result  of  almost  two 
years  of  planning  how  we  might  best  meet  the 
changing  needs  of  the  communities  we  serve. 
(Mind  you,  not  all  the  grand  plans  have  been 
realized  —  as  is  probably  inevitable  in  a  volun- 
teer-based and  often  financially  marginal  oper- 
ation —  but  we  think  we're  moving  in  the  right 
direction.) 

The  biggest  change  you'll  notice  is  the  replace- 
ment of  the  old  "Out  in  the  City"  section,  which 
gave  detailed  listings  of  upcoming  events  in  Tor- 
onto, by  "Coming,"  which  highlights  the 
month's  happenings  in  other  places  as  well.  The 
key  word  there  is  "highlight."  This  magazine 
doesn't  have  the  energy  to  gather  or  the  space  to 
print  information  on  all  the  upcoming  events  of 
interest  to  lesbians  and  gay  men  across  Canada, 
let  alone  beyond  our  borders  —  and  there  are  ex- 
cellent local  gay  publications  to  tell  readers  in 
Vancouver,  Montreal,  Ottawa  and  many  other 
places  what's  going  on  in  their  hometowns. 
(There's  even  one  in  Toronto  —  Xtra  —  which 
we  publish,  and  which  has  taken  over  the  role  of 


"Out  in  the  City"  in  providing  thoroughgoing 
listings  here.)  But  "Coming"  can  serve  to  let  peo- 
ple in  one  city  know  what's  going  on  in  another, 
and,  we  think,  helps  make  it  clear  that  we  know 
the  gay  world  doesn't  stop  north  of  Bloor  Street 
(oops!  Torontocentrism!). 

Scattered  through  these  pages,  you'll  also  find 
letters  from  friends  as  far  away  as  Australia  and 
as  nearby  as  Montreal  and  Halifax.  We  plan  to 
make  "Letters  From"  a  regular  feature,  and 
we'll  also  be  continuing ' ' Document' '  (with  apo- 
logies to  Harper's  magazine),  in  which  we4ry  to 
provide  a  fresh  perspective  on  familar  things. 

Finally,  even  our  title  is  slightly  different.  The 
Body  is  back  in  a  big  way  in  The  Body  Politic, 
and  the  "magazine  for  gay  liberation"  is  now  "a 
magazine  for  lesbian/  gay  liberation."  For  a  long 
time,  the  women  and  men  who  work  on  TBP 
resisted  that  change,  not  because  the  magazine 
isn't  meant  for  both  gay  men  and  women,  but 
because  we  believed  —  and  still  do  —  that  "gay 
liberation"  means  the  liberation  of  all  gay  peo- 
ple, men  and  women.  But  we  also  knew  that  les- 
bians can  become  invisible  behind  the  general 
term  gay  —  and  now  that  half  the  paid  staff  and 
many  of  the  volunteer  workers  who  produce  The 
Body  Politic  are  women,  we  thought  it  was  time 
to  make  our  intentions  a  little  clearer. 

So  read  and  enjoy. 

Gillian  Rodgerson  and  Rick  Bebout 
for  the  collective  • 


GOOSE  DOWN  DUVETS 
T.         D.        Q.        K. 
$115     $144     $163   $194 


DACRON  II  DUVETS 
B.       T.       D.      Q. 
$42    $46   $56   $62 


UJIN  DREAM  SHOP  -  DIRECT  FACTORY  CLEARANCE  PRICES 

439  Wellington  Street  W.  (West  of  Spadina),  Toronto,  Ontario 

Open  Thursday  &  Friday  10-6,  Saturday  I  l-5(Closed  for  Holidays  June  22-July  15 


The     Gay     Community    Appeal     proudly    announces 

FRUIT  COCKTAIL'85 


All  those  interested  in  participating  are  invited  to 
attend  a  General  Information  Meeting  Monday  July  22, 
7:00  pm  at  the  5 1 9  Church  Street  Community  Centre 
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Phyllis' \@>\ 

Well-Established 
Esthetician  Salon 

^y 

hop  DesiGn 

LTD 

Offering  free  skin  analysis 
and  beauty  consultation 

for  men  and  women 

for  men  and  women 

I5%  off  all  beauty  work  with  this  ad 

74  GERRARD  ST.  EAST  (AT  CHURCH) 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  M5B 1G6 

Facials                  Waxing 
Mild  facelifting    Earpiercing 

TELEPHONE  591-9200 

Pedicures              Parrafin  Treatment 
Manicures            and  other  services 

20%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD  — 
COLOUR,  STREAKS,  PERMS 
HIGHLIGHTS  AND  HAIRCUTS 

Eyelash  tinting 

Phyllis  Johnson 

74  Gerrard  Street  East 

Offer  expires  Aug  1. 1985 

(at  Church)  591-9200 

EINCJICOTT 


aJv 


FINE  SILK  FLOWERS,  PLANTS  &  TREES 


666  QUEEN  STREET  EAST, 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M4M  1G8 

(416)  469-2465 
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Getting  the 
General  Idea 

In  1968,  three  gay  artists  in  Toronto  decided 
to  become  a  single  "famous,  glamorous  artist."  And  they 
did.  David  Vereschagin  looks  back  through  the  ersatz 
history  of  General  Idea. 

New  muscle  in  Peru 

Leading  off  our  expanded  World  News  section, 
a  look  at  a  country  that's  more  than  Macchu  Picchu, 
llamas  and  tourist  visions  of  the  Andes. 

The  gay  world? 

How  much  of  our  lives  can  you  show  on  a  map? 

Alan  O'Connor  investigates  The  State  of  the  World  Atlas 

in  the  first  of  our  series  of  "Documents." 

Vita  variations 

Virginia  Woolf  called  writer  Vita  Sackvi lie-West 
a  "nice,  kind  nature"—  but  not  everyone  agreed. 
Reviews  of  a  recent  biography  and  a  collection  of  her 
letters,  by  Catherine  Bennett  and  Mary  Meigs. 

Pumping  irony 

Tom  Waugh  reviews  a  glossy  new  book 

on  physique  photography  that's filled  with  great  pics, 

but  leaves  out  one  vital  fact. 

Rule-making 

Why  are  we  so  inclined  to  hedge  our  lives 
around  with  rules,  even  in  personal  relationships? 
Jane  Rule  (no  relation)  looks  at  how  unliberating  it  is 
to  always  be  "correct." 

Letters  from . . . 

Robin  Metcalfe  in  Halifax,  DougJanoffin  Montreal 
and  Dan  Healey  in  London,  England,  as  we  kick  off  a 
new  series  of  reports  from  far-  (and  near-)  flung 
correspondents. 

Regular  departments 

Editorial:  A  new  policy,  and  a  new  look 
Letters:   Responses  to  the  classified  debate  continue 
Network:  Gay  and  lesbian  groups  across  Canada 
The  Third  Text:  David  Maclean  debuts 
Shared  Ground:  Joy  Parks  on  women 's  presses 
Classifieds:  from  homey  to  hot... 

The  cover:  A  A  Branson.  Jorge  Zontal  and  Felix  Pari:  of  General  Idea, 
eourlesv  of  General  Idea;  bodybuilder  I  isa  I  yon  In  Douglas  Kent  Hall. 
Design  byRobyn  Budd. 
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Slipping  slips 

Darling  Amigos: 

I  read  Dr  Altman's  review  of  Michael  Bron- 
ski's  book,  Culture  Clash  (TBP,  April),  and 
thought  I  had  fallen  into  a  particularly  nasty  old 
Twilight  Zone  rerun.  I  won't  take  up  your  preci- 
ous space  with  the  Doc's  obvious  errors  —  like, 
eg,  that  the  Doc  missed  that  Bronski  deliberately 
chose  not  to  write  about  the  current  output  of 
gayola  since  he  was  writing  about  the  history  of 
the  making  of  gay  sensibility. 

I  want  to  write  about  something  a  little  more 
salient.  I  smell  the  stench  of  Sour  Grapes  in  the 
Doc's  review.  And  I'll  tell  you  why.  I've  followed 
the  work  of  most  gay  writers  these  past  15  years, 
and  there  is  a  certain  divide  which  I  will  point  out, 
since  others  don't  see  it  or  are  too  tasteful  to  make 
it  public  (I  see  it  all  too  well  and  have  a  loud 
mouth  and  an  eager  word  processor). 

There  are  those  gay  writers,  Doc  Altman  in- 
cluded, who  are  intelligent,  hard-working,  con- 
scientious, etc.  But,  all  this  notwithstanding, 
they  are  dull.  And  are  bright  enough  to  know  it. 
And  resent  their  inability  to  overcome  it:  They 
would  like  to  write  books  like  Bronski's  but  can't 
do  it.  They  lack  the  wit,  the  curiosity,  the  humour 
and  the  frankness.  And  that  certain  loucheness 
which  is  requisite.  There  are  those,  like  Bronski, 
who  can  communicate  their  brilliant  insights 
marbled  with  a  popular  light  touch  —  the  gift  of 
any  great  writer  —  and  then  there  are  those  who 
wish  they  had  it  in  them  to  do  it.  Doc  Altman's  re- 
view bespeaks  this  condition  in  volumes.  They 
shall  be  revealed  by  their  slipping  slips ! 

I've  long  since  decided  that  the  dull,  since  they 
are  jockeying,  with  considerable  success,  into  a 
permanent  position  of  prominence,  are  to  be  tol- 
erated with  magnanimity  and  a  sweet  smile. 
These  hard-working  little  squirrels,  busy  career- 
making,  will  continue  with  their  melba-toast  ef- 
forts. But,  alas,  they  will  never  get  the  jokes.  And 
they  will  bitterly  resent,  as  Doc  Altman  does, 
those,  looser  than  they,  who  committed  to  their 
own  important  work,  enjoy  the  wonderfulness 
and  the  fun  they  make  for  themselves  out  of  it  all. 

Mitzel 
Boston 


I  haven't  read  Michael  Bronski's  Culture  Clash: 
The  Making  of  a  Gay  Sensibility,  but  the  "  deep- 
ly reactionary  snobbery  "Dennis  Altman  finds  in 
the  book  is  such  a  constant  in  so  much  of  the  visi- 
ble, organized  (and  published)  lesbian  and  gay 
community  that  Altman's  criticism  is  quite  be- 
lievable. The  fact  that  such  criticism  and  any  seri- 
ous discussion  of  class  are  so  rare  in  that  com- 
munity makes  Altman's  comments  remarkable. 
To  cite  a  relevant  example,  it's  a  tribute  to 
cooptation  that  even  an  avowedly  radical  publi- 
cation like  Gay  Community  News,  the  paper 
Bronski  writes  for  and  the  paper  I  used  to  work 
for,  can  proclaim  itself  socommitted  to  opposing 
racism  in  the  gay  community,  to  supporting  gay 
prisoners  and  to  sympathizing  with  the  Nicara- 
guan  revolution  and  yet  be  practically  oblivious 
to  the  issue  of  class,  as  though  there  were  any 
other  basis  than  class  for  understanding  racism, 
prisons  and  revolution.  If  there  are  exceptions  at 
(,(  V,  they  prove  the  rule  by  standing  out  clearly 
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as  exceptions  and  by  meeting  indifference  and  an 
opposition  that  ranges  from  passive  to  arrogant. 

Meanwhile,  someone  should  point  out  that  in 
the  very  same  issue  of  The  Body  Politic  with 
Altman's  review  and  with  a  long  and  painful  de- 
bate about  a  racist  classified  ad,  another  ad  titled 
"Quality  and  Style"  read:  "He  doesn't  believe 
in  old  adages  like  'the  best  things  in  life  are  free' 
because  Cartier  and  Fenton's  cost...  Torn  blue 
jeans?  —  Forget  it...  Unemployed?  —  Don't 
bother  reading  further...." 

The  debate  on  the  racist  ad  is  timely  and  ex- 
tremely important  and  I  appreciate  your  publish- 
ing it.  But  I  would  have  appreciated  it  more  if  the 
"Quality  and  Style"  ad  had  generated  a  little 
controversy  too. 

David  Morris 
Austin,  Texas 

The  classified  debate 

I  would  like  to  take  issue  with  the  following  state- 
ment by  Tim  McCaskell  which  appeared  in  the 
April  TBP  discussion  on  racism: 

"How  is  material  to  be  determined  to  be  in- 
sulting or  offensive...?  Since  our  pool  of  collec- 
tive members  and  volunteers  does  not  contain  the 
expertise  for  a  final  judgment,  I  think  it  is  import- 
ant to  go  outside  the  collective  and  consult  with 
the  representatives  of  the  groups  concerned.  It  al- 
so seems  to  me  that  the  advice  of  such  groups 
needs  to  be  followed  if  we  expect  to  maintain  rela- 
tions of  mutual  respect." 

How  far  does  this  principle  go?  The  debate  on 
separate-school  funding  in  Ontario  is  starting  to 
bring  the  Orangemen  and  other  RC-haters  out  of 
the  woodwork,  and  it  would  probably  not  be 
hard  to  find  a  small  group  of  liberal  Catholics, 
the  same  size  as  Zami  or  Gay  Asians  Toronto, 
who  would  claim  that  attacks  on  separate-school 
funding  are  offensive  to  Catholics.  As  an  oppo- 
nent of  extending  the  sectarian  school  system  in 
Ontario,  I  could  not  accept  this  as  a  reason  for  re- 
maining silent.  Exploration  of  issues  can't  be 
brought  to  a  halt  because  some  people  say  they 
are  offended. 

To  advocate  free  expression  concerning  sexu- 
ality or  other  matters  in  the  pages  of  TBP  is  not  to 
advocate  "libertarianism."  It's  simply  to  advo- 
cate democracy.  Free  expression  is  not  a  luxury 
for  the  more  powerful  or  the  relatively  well-to- 
do.  No  social  movement  or  community  that 
wants  to  get  anywhere  can  do  without  it.  Of  the 
various  ways  of  determining  the  best  course  of  ac- 
tion, open  debate  is  the  only  one  likely  to  produce 
a  happy  result.  No  group  can  claim  to  already 
know  the  best  way,  and  so  to  have  the  "exper- 
tise" to  draw  the  line  concerning  what  may  and 
what  may  not  legitimately  be  expressed.  This  is 
especially  true  when  the  issue  is  arguably  the  cen- 
tral issue  of  the  movement  in  question,  as  sexual- 
ity is  for  the  gay  movement.  But  even  if  it  is  not — 
even  if  sexuality  is  only  "an  important  part"  of 
"community  development,"  as  Tim  says  —  the 
question  remains  whether  debate  on  sexuality  is 
to  be  open  or  to  be  limited  by  the  supposed  right 
of  certain  groups  not  to  be  offended. 

I  don't  think  TBP  could  even  claim  to  have  the 
"expertise"  to  decide  what  is  offensive  to  gays, 
never  mind  other  oppressed  groups.  Heterosexu- 
als who  see  themselves  as  supporters  of  gay  rights 
need  not  limit  what  they  say  about  us  to  a  list  of 
things  that  TBPot  any  other  gay  group  deems  ac- 
ceptable. They  should  certainly  listen  to  us;  they 
should  certainly  expect  vigorous  disagreement; 
but  then  they  should  speak  their  minds,  without 
fearing  loss  of  respect.  They  may  hurt  and  offend 
me,  but  I'd  rather  they  got  it  all  out.  I  can't  chal- 
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lenge  what  they  never  say,  and  they  just  might  say 
something  worthwhile. 

Supportive  heterosexuals  will  continue  to  have 
my  respect  as  long  as  they  oppose  anti-gay  acts: 
police  raids,  firings,  reductions  of  AIDS  funding. 
Gay  blacks  and  Asians  should  in  my  view  contin- 
ue to  support  TBPds  long  as  it  opposes  racially 
motivated  bashings,  racist  admission  policies  at 
bars  and  the  like. 

Let  readers  ask  themselves  this  question:  do 
you  believe  that  merely  because  you  are  gay  you 
have  some  special  intuitive  ability  or  some  "ex- 
pertise" to  make  a  "final  judgment"  on  whether 
it  is  homophobic  to  refer  to  a  gay  man  as  a  fe- 
male, to  say  that  gays  choose  to  be  homosexual, 
to  portray  gays  as  characteristically  promiscuous? 
I  was  once  quite  certain  that  saying  gays  choose 
homosexuality  was  anti-gay  —  nothing  but  a 
fundamentalist  Christian  argument  designed  to 
deny  the  need  for  gay  rights  legislation.  Now  I  be- 
lieve there  may  well  be  an  element  of  choice 
involved. 

Asking  questions  like  the  ones  above  is  not  like 
asking  whether  queerbashing  is  homophobic. 
There  are  no  easy  answers,  and  it  is  better  to  sim- 
ply explore  them,  no  matter  how  uncomfortable 
that  may  make  make  us.  The  same  goes  for  the 
houseboy  ad. 

Brian  Mossop 
Toronto 


Ken  Popert's  defence  of  racism  in  sexual  fanta- 
sies holds  as  much  water  for  me  as  a  Klansman's 
defence  of  a  lynching  as  being  okay  because  he's 
always  been  taught  to  believe  that  Black  people 
are  less  than  human. 

Emotional  responses  are  no  less  learned  and 
conditioned  and  no  less  subject  to  change  than 
rational  opinions,  based  on  what  we  learn  about 
human  values.  But  I  won't  try  to  repeat  Richard 
Fung's  excellent  exposition  of  the  issues  involved. 

The  failure  to  deal  with  racism  has  been  for  me 
the  principal  weakness  of  The  Body  Politic  for 
the  ten  years  I've  subscribed,  but  as  it  is  a  weak- 
ness throughout  the  gay  liberation  movement 
and  rap  has  nevertheless  been  the  best  source  of 
news,  I  continue  to  read.  But  as  a  working-class 
gay  man  who  is  out  on  the  line  (a  production  line 
at  a  factory,  that  is)  and  deeply  involved  in  fight- 
ing to  rebuild  my  union  in  the  face  of  Reaganom- 
ics,  racism  and  class-collaborationist  union  offi- 
cials, the  fact  is  that  the  intellectual  defence  of 
racism  that  Popert  and  others  make  is  not  only 
repulsive,  but  the  clearest  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  why  the  gay  movement  remains  on  the 
sidelines  of  progressive  politics,  and  is  unable  to 
make  allies  among  either  other  oppressed  groups 
in  our  society  or  even  the  majority  of  working- 
class  gay  men. 

Toleration  of  such  bigotry  in  the  7Wcollective 
deprives  you  of  all  legitimacy  as  leaders  for  gays 
and  lesbians,  of  whatever  class  or  colour. 
Jerry  Silberman 
Philadelphia 

• 

"If  there  were  no  soldiers,  there  would  be  no  ar- 
mies," someone  said  or  wrote  a  long  time  ago.  It 
is  indeed  the  combined  dreams  and  fantasies  of 
hate  and  violence  of  individuals  which  create 
armies  that  eventually  must  engage  in  wars. 

Similarly,  the  roots  of  all  our  actions  lie  in  our 

private  dreams,  our  secret  desires.  If  my  desires 

begin  to  surface  when  I  interact  with  others,  it  is 

my  responsibility  to  discuss  the  situation  with 

involved  in  order  to  find  out  thei 
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Congratulations! 
At  last  we  know  how 
large  a  horde  of 
politically  correct 
dilettante  gay 
pseudo-intellectuals 
can  dance  on  the 
head  of  a  pin!" 


and  to  compare  them  with  the  reactions  of  others, 
mine  included. 

Arguments  based  on  the  "inviolability"  of  de- 
sire beg  the  issue  of  racism  and  could  easily  be 
seen  as  evidence  of  immaturity.  We  cannot  study 
desire,  or  the  nature  of  desire,  by  acting  out  all 
our  fantasies,  sexual  or  otherwise.  Those  who  try 
to  do  so  may  only  discover,  perhaps  too  late,  that 
their  dream  has  turned  into  a  nightmare. 

As  a  white  person,  I  am  concerned  with  the  lib- 
eration of  all  human  beings.  I  am  old  enough  to 
have  realized  that  many  of  us  white  males  have  a 
definite  fascination  with  the  experience  of  domin- 
ating or  of  being  dominated.  However,  as  a 
member  of  a  dominated  minority,  I  have  learned 
to  avoid  and  resist  all  forms  of  domination.  In  my 
view,  the  ultimate  goal  of  domination  is  manifest- 
ed in  the  annihilation  of  the  individual. 

The  central  point  in  Ken  Popert's  memos  is 
that "  desire  is  not  there  to  be  evaluated  and  either 
glorified  or  condemned."  As  an  individual,  I 
have  the  right  to  do  these  three  things,  and  I  will 
defend  the  right  of  other  individuals  to  do  the 
same.  We  must  always  remember  that  the  first 
step  in  the  creation  of  a  totalitarian  state  is  made 
when  its  intellectuals  convince  themselves  that 
ethical  considerations  are  of  no  value  to  human 
beings. 

In  closing,  I  must  say  thanks  to  TBP  for  its 
frank  and  open  discussion  of  such  a  delicate  mat- 
ter. Love. 
Andre  Berube 
Ottawa 


Congratulations!  At  last  we  know  how  large  a 
horde  of  politically-correct  dilettante  gay  pseu- 
do-intellectuals can  dance  on  the  head  of  a  pin! 

Look  you  silly  tarts,  if  I  want  to  keep  a  small- 
cocked,  ugly,  fat,  deformed,  elderly,  black,  Jew- 
ish, handicapped,  ill-tempered,  retarded,  red- 
headed, communist,  criminal,  big-eared,  one- 
eyed,  gay  dwarf  as  a  sexual  pet,  you  and  all  the 
organizations  against  endowmentism,  looksism, 
ageism,  physiqueism,  racism,  religionism,  and 
who-knows-what-else-ism  might  be  justified  in 
finding  that  offensive.  But  if  there  is  another  gay 
individual  out  there  with  any  or  all  of  those  char- 
acteristics who  wants  to  live  out  the  other  side  of 
my  gay  fantasy,  do  you  really  think  it  is  your  self- 
righteous  place  to  pass  judgment,  let  alone  inter- 
fere? My  relationship  preferences  do  not  need 
The  Collective's  Stamp  of  Approval.  (I've  got  a 
certificate  from  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indul- 
gence, thank  you.)  If  all  you  guys  can  be  pro- 
choice  for  fetUS-snuffing,  why  not  pro-choice  for 
a  little  adult-to-adult  interracial  sexual 
servitude? 

Serious!) .  all  thetj  pes  characterized  abo\  e  ate 
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"The  liberation 
of  homosexuals 
can  only  be 
the  work  of 
homosexuals 
themselves." 
•  Kurt  Hitler, 
1921 
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discriminated  against  in  our  society,  often  just  as 
systematically  and  cruelly  as  blacks,  Asians  or 
women  are.  But  these  groups  aren't  organized 
and  don't  react  to  the  many  examples  of  preju- 
diced discriminatory  selection  criteria  that  exist 
in  virtually  every  one  of  your  companion 
classifieds. 

TBP  is  a  gay  liberation  paper.  The  argument 
that  it  therefore  has  to  be  zpure  non-sexist,  non- 
racist,  non-anything-else-ist  is  garbage.  To  at- 
tempt to  incorporate  every  liberationist  policy 
and  philosophy  into  a  gay  paper  is  just  plain  silly. 
We  may  overlap  with  feminist  and  anti-racist 
ideals,  but  the  objectives  of  the  various  liberation 
groups  are  not  always  compatible  let  alone 
congruent. 

If  TBP  encompasses  all  liberation,  then  re- 
move "gay"  from  the  front  cover  banner.  But  if  it 
is  to  be  a  gay  liberation  magazine,  as  it  states, 
then  let  gays  communicate  through  TBP,  despite 
our  diverse  political,  intellectual  and  preferential 
warts.  Sure,  discuss  any  issue  (including  racism) 
you  want  to,  and  take  any  editorial  position  you 
want  in  these  discussions,  but  kindly  don't  inhibit 
the  freedom  of  gays  to  communicate  through  our 
magazine  by  passing  jw.t judgment  and  putting 
your  universally  politically  "correct"  views  on 
egalitarian-relationship-ism  in  our  way.  That 
kind  of  oppression  is  worse  than  anything  sug- 
gested by  the  ad  in  question! 
Bill  Roberts 
Kitchener 


The  controversy  over  the  "black  houseboy"  ad 
in  The  Body  Politic  seems  to  have  missed  an  im- 
portant point.  Blacks,  Asians,  and  other  persons 
of  colour  have  traditionally  been  employed  in 
low-paying  positions  subservient  to  whites 
because  those  in  control  of  the  economic  system 
tricked  them,  coerced  them,  or  otherwise  left 
them  little  choice.  More  recently,  the  huge  dis- 
parities in  income  between  developed  and  under- 
developed nations  have  induced  many  non-white 
peoples  to  accept  working  conditions  in  their 
countries  which  we  would  never  accept  in  ours. 

Now  comes  along  someone  who  is  asking  for  a 
young,  muscular  black  to  be  his  servant.  What's 
the  schtick?  Who  knows  or  cares?  As  far  as  I'm 
concerned,  it's  an  exchange  of  favours  between 
consenting  adults.  Especially  since  the  type  of 
person  he's  requested  —  a  student  or  young  busi- 
nessman —  would  in  all  likelihood  be  the  type  of 
person  in  a  position  to  refuse. 

With  all  the  misery  and  unfairness  in  the  world 
it's  a  real  shame  to  waste  so  much  energy  on  a 
non-issue.  The  real  exploiters  are  going  to  carry 
on  their  business  at  the  point  of  sale  in  Africa  or 
Asia,  not  in  the  classified  ads  of  The  Body 
Politic. 
David  Scott 
Montreal 


As  was  confirmed  in  his  subsequent  letter,  the 
man  who  placed  the  ad  in  question  was  seeking  a 
real  houseboy,  ie  someome  to  do  light  house- 
work.* The  ad  therefore  contravenes  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  by  specifying  race.  The  fact 
that  this  kind  of  discrimination  is  recopized  as 
unacceptable  by  the  state,  but  not  by  so-called 
progressive  gay  liberationists,  should  indicate 
why  so  many  non-white  lesbians  and  gays  have 
been  so  frustrated  by  this  debate.  TBP  is  making 
us  go  through  basic  arguments  that  we  went 


through  with  the  mainstream  community  dec- 
ades ago.  For  someone  like  me  who  works  in  the 
area  of  race  relations  this  is  very  depressing. 

Even  though  racism  is  now  acknowledged  as 
socially  uncool,  it  is  still  largely  misunderstood 
by  people  who  do  not  experience  it.  In  the  area  of 
gender  and  sexual  orientation,  the  terms  used 
spell  out  a  difference  in  the  kinds  of  discrimina- 
tion practiced.  It  is  clear  for  example  that  men 
who  are  "sexist"  are  not  necessarily  "misogyn- 
ist." To  discriminate  against  women  one  doesn't 
have  to  consciously  hate  them.  Similarly  one 
doesn't  have  to  be  "homophobic"  to  be  "heter- 
osexist."  At  a  recent  meeting  of  a  mens'  group  I 
went  to,  no  one  would  have  been  caught  dead 
using  words  like  queer  or  lezzie  but  still  their  pre- 
sentations tended  to  assume  that  all  men  are 
straight.  Unfortunately  words  for  racism  in  Eng- 
lish haven't  developed  this  distinction  and  people 
assume  that  racism  necessarily  refers  to  "inci- 
dents' '  like  beating  or  name-calling,  and  that  for 
a  person  to  act  in  a  racist  manner  they  must  hate 
blacks  or  Asians  or  native  people. 
In  my  experience  there  aren't  many  Ernst 
Zundels  in  this  world,  but  that  doesn't  mean  that 
discrimination  is  the  prerogative  of  only  a  tiny 
minority.  In  my  experience  also,  the  discrimina- 
tion that  people  of  colour  face  in  the  gay  com- 
munity comes  not  only  from  people  who  won't 
sleep  with  us  but  often  from  people  who  do.  Some 
of  the  most  sexist  men  in  the  world  are  married. 
Racism  is  not  just  a  matter  of  individual  preju- 
dice. It  is  fundamentally  a  question  of  social 
practice. 

Finally  I  really  don't  think  it  is  fair  of  TBP  to 
alter  history.  The  memo  that  appears  from  Ger- 
ald Hannon  is  not  the  same  one  that  was  distribu- 
ted on  February  7.  In  the  original  Hannon  speaks 
of  smelly,  big-dicked  black  studs  and  exquisite, 
quiet  Asians  with  no  indication  that  he  does  not 
believe  these  stereotypes.  All  we  got  was  that  he 
shouldn't  be  made  to  feel  guilty  for  holding  them. 
I  have  known  Gerald  for  many  years  and  he  is  not 
an  Ernst  Zundel.  However  I  think  it  is  contradic- 
tory for  the  paper  to  say  it  wants  to  integrate 
itself,  and  then  when  talking  with  the/ew  lesbians 
and  gays  of  colour  who  are  organizing,  to  make 
racist  remarks  and  not  bother  clarifying  them  un- 
til well  after  the  fact,  and  on  the  contrary  to  make 
them  as  provocative  as  possible. 
Richard  Fung 
Toronto 

*  Gerald  Hannon  replies: 
Richard  Fung  refers  to  a  letter  received  from  the 
advertiser,  not  confirmed  for  publication,  in 
which  he  says  he  was  seeking  someone  to  help 
around  the  house  in  exchange  for  a  rent-free 
place  to  live,  and  who  would  "hopefully  find  me 
attractive  enough  to  form  some  emotional  bond 
between  us." 

Richard  is  right  about  my  memo  being  edited 
for  publication  —  all  the  ones  in  the  April  issue 
were.  The  much  longer  original  versions  had 
been  produced  for  discussion  among  people  at 
TBP  who,  it  was  assumed,  were  unlikely  to  mis- 
understand each  other's  motivations,  however 
provocative  the  arguments.  People  like  Richard 
who  know  me  personally  would,  I  hope,  agree 
that  I  am  "not  an  Ernst  Zundel"  (recently  con- 
victed in  Ontario  of  spreading  anti-Jewish  hate 
literature);  for  people  who  don't,  I  felt  I  had  an 
obligation  to  clarify  my  statements. 

My  memo  was  not  "distributed  on  February 
7."  It  was,  along  with  others,  made  available  at 
the  February  5  collective  meeting  with  members 
of  Zami  and  Gay  Asians,  with  whom  I  had  a 
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chance  to  try  to  clarify  in  person  what  I  meant.  If 
I  failed,  my  failure  would  simply  have  been  com- 
pounded if  my  "provocative"  words  had  ap- 
peared in  print  without  a  clear  statement  of  how  I 
intended  them  to  be  read. 

Re-located  youth 

With  respect  to  your  article  regarding  the  Ed- 
monton lesbian/gay  youth  group  (TBP,  April),  I 
am  glad  to  let  you  know  that  the  group  has  been 
offered  space  and  resources  through  Westwood 
Unitarian  Church,  of  which  I  am  a  member. 

I  appreciate  the  acknowledgement  of  The 
Body  Politic  of  the  assistance  we  have  given  the 
group  and  its  leadership — this  support  is  the  rea- 
son I  have  been  surprised  by  the  approach  taken 
by  the  group's  leadership  when  we  indicated  our 
need  to  regain  the  space  for  use  by  our  youth  em- 
ployment programme,  and  offered  assistance  to 
the  gay /lesbian  youth  group  for  re-location. 

On  a  second  point  of  your  article,  with  respect 
to  the  employee  who  didn '  t  know  that  the  space  is 


being  used  by  the  youth  employment  programme, 
I  am  not  surprised,  since  we  have  approximately 
70  staffin  eight  locations  in  Alberta.  Not  even  the 
five  Edmonton  locations  know  the  details  of  the 
use  of  space  in  other  facilities.  Due  to  the  installa- 
tion of  equipment  in  the  building,  we  will  not  be 
offering  space  to  small  non-profit  groups  as  we 
have  done  in  the  past,  but  once  we  have  a  new 
facility  in  place  (now  planned),  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  once  again  make  this  offer. 

Carol  J  Ladan,  Executive  Director, 
McMan  Youth  Services  Association 
Edmonton 

Kitchener  clarifications 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  concern  about  an  arti- 
cle in  your  February  issue,  "Waterloo  man  shot 
in  cruising  park ,' '  by  Joe  Szalai .  There  are  several 
incorrect  statements  in  this  article  and  some  dis- 
turbing innuendo. 

First,  the  headline  should  read,  "Kitchener 
man  shot  in  Kitchener  cruising  park."  Second, 


Mr  Szalai  suggested  that  this  was  another  in  a  ser- 
ies of  attacks  against  gay  citizens.  If  this  is  true, 
what  other  attacks  have  there  been?  I  have  lived 
in  Kitchener  all  my  life,  and  to  my  knowledge 
there  is  not  a  serious  anti-gay  problem.  What 
problems  there  have  been,  the  gays  brought  upon 
themselves,  ie,  sex  in  public  places,  etc,  etc. 

Third,  and  perhaps  most  disturbing,  was  Mr 
Szalai's  statement  that  to  date  there  had  been  no 
contact  between  the  Kitchener-Waterloo  police 
and  the  gay  community  about  the  murder.  This  is 
false!  From  the  beginning,  myself  and  fellow  gays 
worked  closely  with  the  police,  supplying  infor- 
mation and  helping  follow  up  leads.  The  day  the 
police  announced  they  had  arrested  a  suspect,  I 
received  a  call  from  the  detective  in  charge  of  the 
case,  thanking  me  and  other  members  of  the  gay 
community  for  our  assistance.  He  said  that  when 
he  was  given  the  case  he  was  told  to  expect  no  co- 
operation from  the  gay  community.  He  further 
stated  that  because  of  our  assistance  and  infor- 
mation, many  leads  were  quickly  followed  up 
and  hours  of  investigation  were  saved. 


I  cannot  understand  why  Mr  Szalai  would 
make  such  a  false  statement,  and  I  can  only  think 
that  it  could  potentially  harm  the  good  rapport 
between  the  Kitchener-Waterloo  police  and  the 
gay  community.  I  also  think  it  is  the  responsibil- 
ity of  TBP  to  ensure  that  the  basic  facts  about  a 
story  are  correct. 
Tom  Riedel, 

President,  Half-and-HalfClub 
Kitchener 

Joe  Szalai  responds: 

Tom  Riedel  has  only  one  valid  complaint  about 
the  article  I  wrote  in  the  February  issue.  Yes,  the 
headline  was  in  fact  wrong.  That  however  was  an 
editorial  mistake  (see  correction  in  TBP,  March) 
and  not  mine. 

Tom's  second  point  that  there  isn't  a  serious 
anti-gay  problem  in  Kitchener  is  debatable.  The 
fact  that  he  is  unaware  of  past  attacks  on  gay  men 
simply  indicates  that  gay  men  haven't  told  him 
about  the  attacks.  They  have  told  me. 

Tom's  assertion  that  "what  problems  there 
have  been,  the  gays  brought  upon  themselves,  ie, 
sex  in  a  public  place,  etc,  etc' '  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
total  misreading  of  the  situation.  To  my  know- 
ledge gay  men  have  not  been  attacked  for  having 
sex  in  a  "public  place."  They  have  been  attacked 
for  being  in  a  public  place.  I  know  of  straight  men 
who  have  been  threatened  and  harassed  for  being 
in  Victoria  Park  after  dark.  Did  they  bring  the 
problems  on  themselves?  Do  the  parks  and  the 
streets  belong  only  to  thugs  and  hooligans  after 
dark? 

I  am  not  disputing  the  fact  that  men  have  sex  in 
the  park  and  in  the  washrooms.  But  it  has  been 
my  observation  that  every  attempt  is  made  to 
make  it  a  private  affair.  That's  why  the  park  is 
busiest  at  night  and  that's  why  the  doors  to  the 
washroom  cubicles  are  closed. 

I  know  that  an  argument  could  be  made  that  a 
few  men  have  sex  in  the  park  because  they  are  ex- 
hibitionists. Others  go  to  the  park  because  they 
are  voyeurs.  All  in  all  it  seems  to  be  a  rather 
harmless  symbiotic  relationship. 

Tom  also  takes  exception  to  my  statement  that 
the  police  had  not  contacted  the  gay  community 
during  the  investigation  of  the  murder.  He  has  a 
point  but  it  is  misplaced.  I  know  that  the  police 
talked  to  gay  men  during  the  investigation  but  not 
because  they  were  members  or  representatives  of 
the  gay  community.  They  talked  to  them  because 
the  police  were  looking  for  people  who  might 
have  known  something  about  the  murder.  The 
police  were  investigating  a  murder  and  not  the 
gay  community  and  that  is  why  the  police  did  not 
contact  the  community. 

Finally  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  wrote  the  story 
based  on  the  facts  that  were  available  to  me  at 
that  time.  It  is  unfortunate  if  Tom  thinks  that  I 
might  have  some  kind  of  ulterior  motives. 

Our  omission 

In  our  May  issue,  we  failed  to  credit  the  photo 
graphs  of  Ian  Paterson  which  appeared  on  the 
cover  and  on  pages  16,  30  and  31.  The  pictures 
were  taken  by  R  Hurlbut.  Our  apologies. 


tin H<xl\  Politic  welcomes  your  letters.  Send  them 
to  us  ul:  letter*.  1HI\  Box  7289,  Stn  I,  lomnto  <)\ 
MSH  IX%  letters  selected  lor  publication  may  In 
edited  for  length. 
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A  MAGAZINE 
FOR  CAY 

LIBERATION 


BODY 


'Mi, 


After  a  soporific  campaign, 

Ontario  voters  slash  the  Tories  to  a  shaky  minority. 

Now  the  real  fun  at  Queen 's  Park  begins 


Last  call  for  Mi 


"Any  board  of  education  which  has  a  gay 
liaison  is  not  my  kind  of  school  board. ' ' 

—  Ontario  premier  Frank  Miller 
on  January  25,  the  day  before  he 

won  the  leadership  of  his  party 
and  the  premiership. 

Apparently,  any  government  with 
Frank  Miller  as  premier  is  not  Onta- 
rio's kind  of  government. 

This  seems  to  be  the  verdict  delivered  in  the 
May  2  election,  which  saw  the  ruling  Conserva- 
tives reduced  to  52  seats  in  Ontario's  1 25  seat  le- 
gislature; finishing  just  four  seats  behind  the 
Tories  were  the  Liberals,  with  a  surprising  final 
count  of  48.  The  New  Democrats  maintained 
their  ground  with  25  seats. 

It  was  an  achievement  that  the  Tories  manag- 
ed to  muzzle  their  leader  as  well  as  they  did,  pre- 
venting him  from  injecting  a  potentially  unique 
excitement  into  a  dull  campaign.  Miller,  known 
for  his  plaid  jackets,  often  as  embarassing  as  his 
spontaneous  political  statements,  took  the  fatal 
route  of  lulling  voters  to  sleep  by  creating  the  il- 
lusion that  all  is  well  in  Ontario.  Issues,  an  im- 
portant ingredient  in  any  campaign,  simply  did 
not  exist. 

"Doyou  want  to  stop  illegal  abortion  clinics 
NOW?  THEN  DEFEAT  BOB  RAE  AND  THE 
NDP!" 

—  last  minute  literature  found  in 
Toronto's  subways,  complete  with 

picture  of  aborted  fetus,  courtesy  of 
Campaign  Life. 

Gay  rights,  a  high-profile  issue  in  the  1 98 1  cam- 
paign, surfaced  only  in  two  heavily  gay-popu- 
lated ridings:  St  George,  in  downtown  Toronto, 
and  Ottawa  Centre.  In  the  absence  of  gay  politi- 
cal activity  —  also  a  change  from  1981  —  there 
were  no  province-wide  efforts  to  solicit  candi- 
dates' viewpoints  on  matters  of  concern  to  ho- 
mosexual communities.  "Housing  is  a  more 
important  issue  here,"  said  Heidi  McDonnell,  a 
member  of  the  collective  which  publishes  GO 
Info,  the  monthly  paper  of  Gays  of  Ottawa. 

Supporting  gay  rights 
in  St  George  riding  "is  a 
pretty  standard  thing 
for  candidates  to  do/' 
said  CGRO's  Tom 
Warner.  "They  would 
be  crazy  not  to." 

Tom  Warner,  whose  involvement  with  the  Co- 
alition for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  af- 
fords him  a  broad  picture  of  political  events  in 
this  province,  admits  that  "CGRO's  priorities 
have  changed  since  1981.  We  are  currently 
working  on  a  brief  regarding  discrimination  and 
the  human  rights  code." 

St  George,  which  includes  most  of  Toronto's 
gay  ghetto,  was  pursued  by  Tory  Susan  Fish, 
who  maintained  her  incumbency  by  a  narrow 


Will  the  Tories  listen  this  time?  Susan  Fish,  PC  MPPfor  St  George,  at  her  198 1  victory  party  with  defeated  gay  candidate  George  Hislop 


margin.  Fish,  whose  popularity  in  the  last  elec- 
tion gave  her  4,000  more  votes  than  her  nearest 
competitor,  once  again  portrayed  herself  as  the 
political  Pollyana  she  really  is.  Her  greatest  as- 
set for  her  gay  constituents  was  her  ability  to  se- 
cure funding  for  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toron- 
to (ACT).  Phil  Shaw,  ACT's  media  relations  of- 
ficer, praises  Fish  for  "putting  money  where  her 
mouth  is.  Her  claims  that  she  has  had  a  lot  to  do 
with  establishing  ACT  are  well-founded,  and 
she  remains  a  valiant  supporter."  Beyond  hav- 
ing the  political  acumen  to  transform  crisis  into 
votes,  Fish  told  TBP  that  she  has  always  been  a 
devoted  worker  in  the  areas  of  human  rights  and 
"will  continue  to  discuss  gay  rights  issues  with 
my  colleagues."  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  not 
one  of  her  Conservative  "colleagues"  voted  for 
a  1981  amendment  to  include  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code.  Has 
anything  changed  to  make  them  listen  in  1985? 
Diana  Hunt,  Fish's  nearest  rival,  enjoyed 
enormous  gains  as  the  NDP  doubled  its  1981  tal- 
ly and  leap-frogged  past  the  Liberal  candidate 
to  finish  second,  just  700  votes  short  of  victory. 
A  lawyer  and  tenants'  rights  activist,  Hunt  was 
hampered  by  a  lack  of  senior  organizers.  She 
spoke  of  her  aspiration  to  become  "the  Svend 
Robinson  of  Ontario"  and  assessed  the  current 
campaign  as  a  "pretend  election"  for  the  Miller 
government.  Her  literature  included  her  party's 
claim  that  (now-deceased)  NDP  MPP  James 
Ren  wick  moved  the  aforementioned   1981 


amendment,  a  distinction  which  in  fact,  fell  to 
Renwick  only  because  Liberal  Shelia  Copps, 
the  intended  mover,  arrived  late.  (Renwick  is  on 
record  as  having  been  worried  about  "-a  legiti- 
mate fear  people  have  where  homosexuals  and 
children  are  concerned.")  Hunt  maintained 
that  she  could  not  be  responsible  for  Renwick's 
views  and  she  condemned  former  party  leader 
Michael  Cassidy's  public  backtracking  on  the 
gay  rights  issue:  "That  is  not  a  strategy  I  would 
support." 

"Ifavor  censorship  due  to  my  experience  as  a 
woman." 

—  Susan  Fish,  while  admitting  that 

she  does  not  always  agree  with  the  decisions 

of  the  Ontario  Film  Review  Board. 

In  Ottawa  Centre,  PC  candidate  Graham  Bird 
was  eager  to  win.  In  what  appeared  to  be  last 
minute  desperation,  he  sent  a  "Message  to  the 
Gay  Community"  to  the  subscibers  of  GO  Info 
in  which  he  proclaimed  "I  am  not  anti-gay." 
This  announcment  was  intended  to  neutralize 
the  effect  of  his  opposition  to  a  grant  to  a  gay 
organization  "because  I  felt  the  Gay  Commun- 
ity could  raise  money  without  the  use  of  the  lim- 
ited City  of  Ottawa  tax  funds."  Perhaps  he 
meant  that  tax  dollars  should  be  disbursed  only 
to  heterosexual  taxpayers.  After  staling  that  he 
"will  not  use  public  dollars  to  make  a  political 
statement,"  he  fished  for  votes  by  implying  lhat 
he  would  do  his  best  lo  set  up  an  AIDS  clinic  in 
Ottawa.  He  only  emphasized  his  lack  of  famili- 


arity with  gay  concerns  by  referring  to  persons 
with  AIDS  as  "aids  victims"  (note  the  use  of 
lower  case  letters).  The  NDP  incumbent,  Evelyn 
Gigantes,  calmly  took  out  a  full-page  ad  in  GO 
Info  and  gave  the  NDP  pro-gay  stand  prom- 
inence. Final  result:  a  3,000-vote  margin  for 
Gigantes. 

Focal  points  and  issues  remained  non-exis- 
tent for  most  Ontarians,  however.  Nineteen- 
eighty-one,  though  it  saw  the  election  of  a  ma- 
jority Conservative  government,  was  a  year  fill- 
ed with  debate.  1985  has  shown  us  a  different 
story.  Tom  Warner  said  that  CGRO  was  not  tak- 
ing a  strong  role  in  the  election  because  "we  lack 
the  people  and  the  resources.  According  to  our 
experience,  it  would  not  pay  off  to  take  an  active 
role  in  this  campaign."  Warner  blamed  the  low 
profiles  of  the  major  parties  and  their  no-image 
campaigns  on  "a  general  lack  of  confidence  in 
the  political  process  felt  by  the  voters  in  this 
province.  They  want  to  be  assured  that  every- 
thing is  running  smoothly." 

Narrowing  the  focus  to  St  George,  Warner 
thinks  that  the  issue  of  inclusion  of  sexual  orien- 
tation in  the  human  rights  code  as  supported  by 
the  candidates  is  token.  "It  is  a  pretty  standard 
thing  for  candidates  in  St  George  to  do,"  ex- 
plains Warner.  "They  would  be  cra/y  not  to." 
Warner  concludes  by  stating  that  any  party  in 
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power  would  probably  not  move  quickly  to  act 
on  gay  causes.  Manitoba,  where  the  NDP  rules, 
is  a  good  example  of  government  dragging  its 
heels. 

"...to  each  according  to  his  need. ' ' 
—  Joseph  Mifsud,  the  Liberal  candidate 
for  St  George,  quotes  Karl  Marx  at  an 
all-candidates  meeting. 

As  election  night  drew  near,  the  campaign  strug- 
gled to  come  out  of  its  coma.  Miller  showed  some 
signs  of  life,  blasting  the  NDP  for  thriving  on 
"hate  and  misery."  At  a  dance  sponsored  by  the 
Gay  Community  Dance  Committee  in  Toronto, 
the  three  major  parties  each  set  up  a  table  next  to 
the  coat  check.  NDP  candidates  for  the  three 
downtown  Toronto  ridings  showed  up,  but  the 
other  parties'  candidates  sent  representatives. 
Susan  Fish,  perhaps  sensing  the  appeal  of  Diana 
Hunt,  emphasized  her  own  coziness  with  gays  in 


a  candidate  summary  presented  in  the  Toronto 
Star.  Mifsud  circulated  literature  stressing 
homosexual  concerns  and  containing  endorse- 
ments from  gay  activist  Peter  Maloney ,  a  contes- 
tant for  the  1981  Liberal  nomination  in  St 
George,  and  George  Hislop,  who  ran  as  an  inde- 
pendent in  the  same  riding  in  1981.  In  Ottawa 
Centre,  Graham  Bird  took  out  an  ad  in  GO  Info. 
Ontarians  dumped  the  Conservatives  m  fa- 
vour of  the  Liberals  who,  besides  winning  the 
anti-Miller  vote,  won  more  votes  province-wide 
than  did  the  Tories.  Bill  Davis,  former  Ontario 
premier,  doing  a  stint  as  colour  commentator  for 
a  Toronto  television  station,  blanched  as  dismal 
Tory  results  rolled  in.  Miller  was  quick  to  point 
out  the  next  day  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  be 
himself  during  the  campaign,  but  conceded  that 
"Last  night  all  the  rules  changed."  His  Conser- 
vatives had  almost  followed  the  federal  Liberals, 


who  lost  in  a  remarkably  similar  inept  campaign 
last  September. 

"Susan  is  entitled  to  her  views  as  an  indiv- 
idual voicing  the  concerns  of  her  constitu- 
ents. Our  party  line  is  that  we  have  no  inten- 
tion of  changing  our  views  regarding  sexual 
orientation." 

—  a  PC  official  explains  why 
Susan  Fish  is  allowed  to  be  pro-gay. 

Sometimes,  it  seems  as  if  we're  running  on  the 
spot;  gay  rights,  like  the  horizon,  never  seem  to 
get  any  closer.  Perhaps,  as  Tom  Warner  points 
out,  it  is  better  to  "wait  and  deal  with  the  new  le- 
gislature." The  Conservatives  will  still  be  in 
power,  at  least  until  their  first  Throne  speech  in  a 
few  weeks  time.  But  with  only  52  Tories  facing  73 
opposition  members  across  the  floor,  what  hap- 
pens after  that  is  anybody's  guess. 

Andrew  Lesk  • 


Fifty-nine  days  and  still  hungry 

Richard  North  ends  his  fast,  but  the  campaign  for  rights  in  Manitoba  continues 


WINNIPEG  —  A  gay  hunger-striker  who  had 
hoped  to  pressure  Manitoba's  NDP  government 
into  adding  protection  for  gays  to  its  human 
rights  legislation  ended  his  59-day-old  fast  May  5 
after  developing  problems  with  his  vision. 
Despite  almost  daily  publicity  in  the  local  media, 
he  did  not  succeed  in  swaying  the  government. 

In  a  dramatic  bid  to  arouse  public  pressure  in 
support  of  recommendations  made  by  the  Mani- 
toba Human  Rights  Commission,  one  of  which 
was  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  among  the 
forbidden  grounds  of  discrimination,  long-time 
gay  activist  Richard  North  began  a  hunger  strike 
March  8. 

Going  on  the  experience  of  the  Irish  hunger- 
strikers.  North  believed  that  he  could  hold  out  for 
eight  weeks  without  suffering  permanent  damage. 
For  as  much  as  seven  of  those  eight  weeks,  it  seem- 
ed that  he  had  underestimated  his  staying  power 
and  that  he  could,  if  necessary,  push  his  water-only 
fast  further.  Only  in  the  eighth  week  did  serious 
deterioration  become  evident,  so  that  a  ninth  week 
(63  days),  ending  on  May  9,  became  the  goal. 

"I  am  not  out  to  kill  myself,"  North  explained. 
"If  a  self-styled  humanitarian  government  can  let 
even  one  individual  come  this  close  to  death  before 
they'll  implement  their  own  policy,  they  would  let 
me  die  and  then  go  on  doing  nothing.  So  long  as 
I'm  alive,  I  can  go  on  prodding  them." 

Now  his  hunger  strike  has  ended  without  push- 
ing the  government  into  action.  Was  it  worth  it? 

"We  may  not  get  the  Act  changed  this  session, 
but  we  are  certainly  miles  closer  to  it  than  we  were 
three  months  ago,' '  North  says. ' ' For  most  Man- 
itobans  gay  rights  was  a  non-issue.  If  their  eyes 
lighted  on  a  news  item  once  a  year,  that  would  be 
about  the  extent  of  it.  Over  these  past  nine  weeks 
scarcely  a  day  has  gone  by  without  something 
coming  out,  in  the  papers,  over  the  radio,  on  tele- 
vision. And  it  has  almost  without  exception  been 
positive.  The  most  negative  comment  has  been 
(Attorney  General)  Penner's  rot  about  our  being 
sufficiently  protected  by  the  general  clauses  — 
even  he  does  not  manage  to  say  that  we  ought  not 
to  be  protected.  There  has  been  lots  of  opportuni- 
ty for  the  loonies  to  jump  up  and  down,  but  they 
haven't  done  it  publicly,  so  what  most  people 
have  been  reading  and  hearing  is  a  straightfor- 
ward plea  for  social  justice." 

Media  interest  was  kept  alive  by  the  string  of 


16  •  THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  JUNE  1985 


Hunger  striker  Richard  North:  '  'So  long  as  I'm  alive  I  can  go  on  prodding  them ' ' 


"open  letters"  delivered  by  North  to  Pennerand 
Phillips  (NDP  caucus  chair)  each  day  of  the  legis- 
lature's sitting,  and  by  a  series  of  press  con- 
ferences organized  by  the  Committee  for  the  In- 
clusion of  "Sexual  Orientation"  in  the  Manitoba 
Human  Rights  Act:  during  April,  three  meetings 
highlighted  statements  from  church  represen- 
tatives, from  Manitoba  gay  organizations,  and 
from  labour  organizations.  Some  incidental  no- 
tice came  in  connection  with  the  current  AIDS 
blood-testing  controversy. 

Ironically,  in  a  campaign  so  much  in  the  best 
tradition  of  non-violence  and  deliberately  kept  so 
low  as  to  be  eminently  ignorable,  the  one  sensa- 


tional headline  (The  Winnipeg  Sun,  April  15) 
proclaimed:  "They  Are  Terrorists  And  Their 
Weapon  Is...  DEATH  BY  HUNGER  STRIKE." 
The  sensationalism  was  what  most  Winnipegers 
would  take  as  characteristic  of  the  Sun,  but  its 
source  was  a  University  of  Manitoba  political 
science  professor,  and  it  was  the  one  black  mark 
on  the  otherwise  conscientious  and  fair-minded 
reportage  of  the  Sun.  But  the  Free  Press  so 
down-played,  to  the  point  of  ignoring,  the  cam- 
paign that  it  called  down  upon  itself  a  rebuke 
from  The  Jewish  Post  (April  4).  Only  on  April  21 
did  the  Free  Press  editorialize  on  "Rights  for 
homosexuals."  "Not  only  is  (the  government's) 


political  timidity  unfair  to  homosexuals,  it 
threatens  to  short-change  Manitoba  society. 
Like  all  other  forms  of  irrational  exclusion,  dis- 
crimination against  homosexuals  can  deprive 
society  of  the  full  contribution  of  some  of  its  most 
talented  citizens." 

But  the  gay  community  has  been  particularly 
heartened  by  expressions  of  support  from  other 
minority  groups,  from  civil  rights  organizations, 
and  from  such  sensitive  areas  as  the  teaching 
profession. 

Early  in  the  campaign  (March  17)  black  col- 
umnist Norman  McCurdy  wrote  in  The  Winni- 
pegSun:  "Now,  here  in  Manitoba  and  across  the 
nation,  the  continent  and  the  world,  (gays)  are 
waging  a  war  to  be  allowed  to  be  themselves... 
and  not  have  to  hide  what  they  are  from  them- 
selves or  anyone  else.  These  feelings  are  some- 
thing that  I,  as  a  black  man,  can  relate  to 
directly....  Please,  let's  learn  to  accept  them  for 
what  they  are  and  go  about  co-existing  with 
them,  not  fearing  and  rejecting  them." 

An  April  4  editorial  in  The  Jewish  Post,  com- 
paring Jewish  and  homosexual  persecution,  end- 
ed with  the  words:  "Hopefully,  Winnipeg  Jews 
who  read  this  editorial  and  are  prepared  to  show 
such  compassion  will  let  Roland  Penner  know 
that  in  their  view,  legal  protection  for  gays  should 
be  a  priority  for  Manitoba's  government.  Hope- 
fully too,  rabbis  in  this  city  and  other  community 
leaders  will  start  accepting  gayness  as  an  issue  on 
the  Jewish  agenda  —  as  something  that  needs  to 
be  discussed  and  better  understood,  rather  than 
being  treated  as  an  issue  that  dares  not  even  speak 
its  name." 

Manitoba  Teachers  Society  president  Murray 
Smith  affirmed  that  he  would  support  a  union 
resolution  calling  for  an  end  to  discrimination 
against  gay  teachers,  saying  that  he  didn't  believe 
any  teacher  should  be  discriminated  against  or 
reprimanded  because  of  sexual  preference.  "The 
Society  has  fought  school  boards  on  such  cases  in 
the  past." 

The  hunger  strike  must  end,  but  the  campaign 
continues  with  a  vigour  and  a  steadfastness  it  has 
not  known  in  the  past.  A  new  pressure  point 
emerges  in  the  hearings  of  the  federal  Committee 
on  Equality  Rights. 

Rick  North's  hunger  strike  has  made  it  impos- 
sible for  any  Manitoba  government  to  consider 
human  rights  legislation  without  considering  the 
sexual  orientation  amendment.  Gay  rights  has 
come  to  centre-stage  in  Manitoba  politics. 

TedMHIward  • 


Quotes  of  the  month 

"I  don't  think  of  the  police  as  being 
accountable.  When  they  talk  to  us,  we 

listen.'' 

—  Clare  Wesicott,  now  chairman 

of  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  Board  of  Police 

Commissioners. 

"Wow,  those  are  really  going  to  keep  a 
lot  of  stuff  out....  There  won't  be  any 
need  for  a  review  board." 

—  Jillian  Kidington,  chair 
of  the  BC  periodical  review  board,  rejoicing 
over  new  federal  law  regulating  the  importa- 
tion of  books  and  magazines. 
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Gay  games:  more 
success,  less  stress 

Mayor  Harcourt  supports  the 
sports  fest,  and  backs  a  bid  to 
host  the  World  Games  in  1990 


VANCOUVER  -  More  than  200  athletes  from 
across  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  expect- 
ed to  attend  the  third  annual  Vancouver  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Summer  Games  from  August  1  to  5. 

Participants  will  compete  in  soccer,  golf,  soft- 
ball,  volleyball,  swimming  and  several  other 
sports.  This  year's  motto  is  "more  success,  less 
stress." 

The  games  will  conclude  with  a  sports  picnic 
August  5  and  an  awards  banquet  August  6. 

Vancouver's  Pride  Festival  Week  is  August  2 
to  1 1 .  It  will  feature  a  parade,  a  rally  at  Sunset 
Beach  and  possibly  a  carnival. 

Mayor  Michael  Harcourt  met  March  7  with 
Richard  Dopson,  chair  of  the  Metropolitan  Van- 
couver Athletic  and  Arts  Association,  the  um- 
brella organization  that  sponsors  the  summer 
games,  and  Malcolm  Crane,  chairperson  of  the 
Pride  Festival,  to  express  his  support  for  both 
events.  Harcourt  also  promised  to  send  a  letter  to 
San  Francisco  Mayor  Diane  Feinstein,  support- 
ing the  athletic  association's  bid  to  host  the  1990 
World  Gay  Games.  He  felt  the  event's  impact  on 
tourism  and  the  economy  and  the  prestige  of 
Vancouver's  gay  and  lesbian  community  would 
be  enormous.  Ric  Taylor  • 


Muscle  flexing 

and  some  loose  jaws 

Rumours  routs  a  bashers' attack; 
finds  the  police  more  belligerent 

HALIFAX  —  Staff  suffered  minor  injuries  and 
there  was  some  property  damage  April  19  when 
six  men  attacked  Rumours,  the  licenced  disco  op- 
erated by  Halifax's  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality. 
Four  of  the  men  have  been  identified  as  bouncers 
for  local  straight  lounges.  "There  were  some 
loose  jaws,"  says  Rumours  manager  Rrenda 
Bryan,  "and  the  bulletin  board  was  smashed. 
The  damage  wasn't  extensive."  Staff  succeeded 
in  driving  the  men  away. 
"We  don't  consider  it  a  particularly  anti-gay 


attack,"  says  Bryan,  pointing  out  that  the  men, 
after  they  left  Rumours,  attacked  a  heterosexual 
establishment  where  one  of  them  worked.  "They 
were  flexing  their  muscles."  One  of  the  men  seiz- 
ed an  axe-handle  which  the  Rumours  bouncer 
had  used  to  defend  herself  and  subsequently  used 
it  in  the  attack  on  the  other  club.  According  to 
Bryan,  who  was  not  on  duty  the  night  of  the  at- 
tack, some  of  staff  are  reluctant  to  identify  their 
assailants.  She  criticized  the  "belligerence"  of 
the  officer  who  responded  to  the  club's  distress 
call.  "He  didn't  take  any  names,"  she  says.  "He 
didn't  seem  to  give  a  damn."  Legal  action  is  still 
being  investigated,  but  Bryan  hopes  to  see 
charges  laid  and  to  lodge  a  complaint  about  the 
police  response  to  the  incident. 

Robin  Metcalfe  (GANG)  • 


BC:  second-guessing  Customs 

Border  restrictions  make  local  censors  redundant,  but  they  don  'tplan  to  go  away 


VANCOUVER  —  Recent  amendments  to  the 
Customs  Tariff  Act  may  make  the  task  of  the  Brit- 
ish Columbia  periodical  review  board  redundant. 

Jillian  Ridington,  chair  of  the  board,  was 
quoted  by  Canadian  Press  April  19  as  saying, 
"Wow,  these  are  really  going  to  keep  a  lot  of  stuff 
out.  These  are  tougher  than  the  attorney 
general's  guidelines  we  work  under.  If  they  hold 
themselves  to  them,  they  will  keep  a  lot  of  stuff 
out  that  was  allowed  in  before.  There  won't  be 
any  need  for  a  review  board." 

But,  Nick  Kravac,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Vancouver  Magazine  Service,  one  of 
the  participating  periodical  distribution  com- 
panies, told  TBP:  "It  (the  board)  is  still  in  place. 
We  all  support  it.  It  hasn't  changed." 

The  three-person  board  was  set  up  voluntarily 
by  BC  magazine  distributors,  with  help  from  the 
office  of  the  provincial  attorney  general,  to  ex- 
amine what  Kravac  called  "men's  sophisticated 
titles"  (such  as  Penthouse  and  Stag)  for  possible 
violation  of  "community  standards"  before  the 
magazines  were  sent  to  stores  for  sale.  The  board 
members  were  chosen  by  a  steering  committee 
selected  from  names  suggested  by  the  AG's  office 
and  the  magazine  companies  themselves. 

The  board's  work  began  in  December  1984, 
but  it  wasn't  until  February  1985  that  Bruce 
Smith,  who  handles  magazines  for  Little  Sister's, 
a  Vancouver  gay  bookstore,  realized  that  a  lot  of 
the  gay  men's  porn  magazines  that  the  shop  nor- 
mally carried  weren't  being  delivered.  Smith  says 
it  took  him  a  while  to  notice  because  Canada 
Customs  has  held  back  magazines  from  the  US 


before  and  he  just  assumed  that  it  was  happening 
again.  But  he  saw  a  TV  programme  discussing 
the  periodical  review  board  and  wondered  if  it 
might  have  something  to  do  with  the  missing 
magazines.  He  estimates  that  56  percent  of  the 
gay  male  porn  that  Little  Sister's  used  to  receive 
from  Vancouver  Magazine  Service  was  stopped 
by  the  board.  This  amounts  to  about  three-quar- 
ters of  the  porn  that  the  store  sells. 

Smith  contacted  his  sales  agent,  who  spoke 
with  a  representative  from  VanMag.  Eventually, 
he  was  offered  back  issues  of  magazines  that  had 
been  cleared  by  the  board,  but  never  sent  to  the 
stores.  In  this  way,  in  February,  Little  Sister's  got 
the  December  1984  issue  of  In  Touch  and  the  Oc- 
tober 1 984  Blueboy.  He  was  told  that  he  could  re- 
quest individual  issues  of  magazines,  but  that 
they  would  not  automatically  be  sent  to  him. 

Ironically  enough,  with  the  announcement  of 
the  ammendments  to  the  Customs  Tariff  Act,  the 
situation  seems  to  have  improved.  "We've  been 
receiving  our  magazines  with  no  problem  what- 
soever," Smith  said. 

Little  Sister's  hesitates  to  order  magazines  such 
as  In  Touch  directly  from  the  American  publishers 
because  they  fear  running  afoul  of  Customs.  Smith 
explained  that  the  store  is  not  in  a  financial  posi- 
tion to  enter  into  legal  proceedings. 

Before  the  introduction  of  the  new  customs 
measures,  which  expire  June  30,  1986,  the  legal 
department  at  Vancouver  City  Hall  was  instruct- 
ed by  the  city  council  to  study  various  kinds  of 
anti-pornography  laws,  but  so  far  no  proposals 
have  been  made.  A  representative  of  the  depart- 


ment told  TBP  that  a  number  of  feminist  groups 
in  Vancouver  were  urging  City  Hall  to  make  the 
anti-porn  laws  more  stringent,  but  that  there  is  no 
truth  to  the  rumour  that  a  bylaw  similar  to  the 
"McKinnon-Dworkin"  proposal  in  the  US  will 
be  attempted  soon.  Gillian  Rodgerson  • 


Five  years  ago: 

May,  1980:  Claiming  she'd  lived  through  "20 
years  of  hell ...  I  had  to  get  out  of  the  marriage  or 
have  a  nervous  beakdown,"  anti-gay  crusader 
and  good-time-girl  Anita  Bryant  filed  for  a 
divorce  from  her  hubby,  Bob  Green. 
June  3, 1980:  A  contract  between  the  Canadian 
Union  of  Postal  Workers  and  the  federal  govern- 
ment —  which  included  a  non-discrimination 
clause  protecting  gays — was  approved,  marking 
the  first  time  federal  employees  won  such 
protection. 

Seven  years,  three  months  and  fif- 
teen days  ago...  more  or  less,  the  porn 
squad  raided  the  offices  of  The  Body  Politic  and 
carted  off  12  boxes  of  materia  I  in  response  to  the 
magazine's  publication  of  an  article  called 
"Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men"  in  its  39th 
issue.  On  April  15, 1985,  the  police  were  back 
—  not  to  seize  anything,  but  to  return  the  last  of 
their  1977  haul. 

TBP  staff  members  Sonja  Mills  and  Gillian 
Rodgerson,  pictured  below  going  through  the 
boxes  with  Gerald Hannon,  were  only  15  and  17 
years  old  when  the  material  was  taken.  For 
them,  and  for  older  members  of  staff,  it  was  like 
opening  a  time  capsule.  There  were  subscription 
copies  of  Issue  39  that  had  been  about  to  be  mail- 
ed, manuscripts  and  classified  ads  that  never  got 
into  print,  and  letters  to  the  editor  —  some  of 
them  thanking  us  for  printing  the  article.  Finan- 
cial and  business  records  were  also  seized  and, 
in  a  final  Grinch-like  move,  the  police  had  even 
taken  the  sign  from  the  front  door. 

None  of  the  material  was  ever  introduced  as 
evidence  in  the  long  series  of  trials  and  appeals 
which,  after  six  years,  resulted  in  the 
magazine's  full  acquittal.  Efforts  to  get  the  ma- 
terial back  were  delayed  when  the  police  initially 
refused  to  deliver  it,  saying  that  if  we  wanted  it 
we'd  have  to  come  pick  it  up!  Under  pressure 
from  TBP's  lawyer,  they  relented  and  hauled  it 
back  on  their  own. 

Long-time  staff  member  Rick  Bebout  recalled 
that  on  the  day  the  material  was  taken  away,  he 
feared  we'd  never  publish  again.  A  few  hours 
after  signing  the  waybill  for  the  cops'  final 
special  delivery,  he  took  the  114th  issueofftothe 
printer.^ 
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Six  days  of  distraction 

Police,  censors  and  politicians  ignore  the  Ontario  Open  Screenings 


TORONTO  —The  organizers  of  Ontario  Open 
Screenings:  Six  Days  of  Resistance  Against  the 
Censor  Board  have  declared  it  a  victory  over  the 
Ontario  Film  Review  Board,  according  to  its 
organizers.  The  coalition  of  artists,  producers, 
writers,  feminists,  gays  and  lesbians  screened 
documentaries,  feature  films  and  experimental 
works  for  more  than  a  week,  beginning  April  1 8. 

John  Greyson,  a  coalition  member  whose  par- 
ticipation involved  the  screening  of  some  of  his  vi- 
deo work,  was  pleased  by  the  fact  that  the  censors 
did  not  intervene.  "The  consensus  is  that  since 
they  (the  Film  Review  Board)  did  not  act,  they 
should  not  have  jurisdiction  over  our  work."  An 
example  of  the  board's  backtracking  was  the  un- 
interrupted screening  of  Taxi  Zum  Kb,  a  pre- 
viously banned  film  depicting  the  sex  life  of  a  pro- 
miscuous gay  teacher. 

"Right  from  the  start  we  designed  the  protest 
as  a  public  education  forum  and  I  feel  we  have 
succeeded,"  continued  Greyson.  "Our  strategy 
was  to  organize  the  province  and  present  to  the 
board  an  organized  front  which,  as  we  proved, 
would  be  impossible  to  break."  Greyson  ac- 
knowledges, however,  that  the  screenings  were 
overshadowed  by  the  recent  election,  and  that  the 
government's  priorities  might  have  been  focused 
elsewhere. 

Another  protest  organizer,  Colin  Campbell, 
agrees  with  Greyson's  assessment.  "We  do  not 
view  this  as  a  one-shot  situation,"  Campbell 
adds.  "Participants  are  committed  to  the  idea 
and  will  continue  to  be  involved."  Campbell 
downplays  the  low  profile  the  print  media  gave 
the  screenings,  stating  that  they  did  not  totally 
understand  the  intent  of  the  coalition.  "The 
focus  of  the  media  is  conflict,"  he  says,  "and  we 
did  not  give  them  any  action  stories." 

The  lone  "casualty"  of  Six  Days  was  the 
screening  of  Pretty  Baby  April  23  in  Kingston. 
Scheduled  to  be  presented  at  the  National  Film 
Theatre  at  Queen's  University,  the  showing  of 
the  previously  banned  film  was  cancelled  by  Dr  J 
A  Bennett,  Vice-Principal  of  Services  at 
Queen's.  Ross  Turnbull,  the  director  who  set  up 
the  screening,  was  angered  by  Bennett's  unan- 
nounced action.  "Queen's  could  have  put  in  a 
disclaimer,"  says  Turnbull  who  is  considering 
sending  an  internal  response  to  Bennett.  The 
Kingston  Whig-Standard,  in  an  editorial,  slam- 
med the  cancellation ,  calling  it  "a  cowardly  act.' ' 

A  follow-up  letter  is  being  sent  to  participants 
in  the  continuing  effort  to  maintain  the  coalition. 

Andrew  Lesk  • 

The  old  scissors 
with  a  new  name 

Court  battle  goes  on  to  topple 
censors  who  now  "review" 

TORONTO  -The  Ontario  Film  and  Video  Ap- 
preciation Society  (OFAVAS)  is  again  poised  to 
topple  the  Ontario  Censor  Board  (reborn  of  late 
as  the  Ontario  Film  Review  Board). 

OFAVAS  filed  suit  April  26  in  the  Divisional 
Court  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ontario,  alleging 
that  the  amended  Ontario  Theatres  Act  is  an  un- 
constitutional restriction  on  freedom  of  expression. 

Three  years  ago  a  similar  legal  challenge  by 
OFAVAS  resulted  in  the  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal 
upholding  a  Divisional  Court  ruling  that  the  cen- 
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sor  board  was  in  violation  of  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms.  The  Court  of  Appeal  went 
further  and  struck  down  Section  35  of  the  Act, 
which  required  that  all  film  and  videotapes  be  ap- 
proved by  the  board  before  public  exhibition  in 
Ontario.  But  the  Ontario  government  was  grant- 
ed a  stay  of  execution  while  it  appealed  the  decis- 
ion to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  That  ap- 
peal is  still  pending. 

Then,  to  circumvent  the  effect  of  the  court  rul- 
ings, the  name  of  the  board  was  changed  and  its 
powers  expanded  to  include  control  over  video- 
tapes shown  in  the  home.  Other  amendments  to 
the  Act  required  all  distributors  and  exhibitors  of 
films  and  videotapes  to  be  licensed  and  required 
occasional  exhibitors  to  obtain  licenses  for  their 
projection  equipment. 

These  tactics  forced  OFAVAS  to  launch  a  new 
round  of  legal  actions,  even  while  defending  their 
earlier  victories.  As  in  the  first  action,  at  the  cen- 
tre of  the  present  action  is  the  film  Amerika  by 
Vancouver  filmmaker  Al  Razutis.  The  film  deals 
with  the  exploitation  of  women  in  the  media.  A 
segment  of  the  film  entitled  "A  Message  from 
Our  Sponsor"  delivers  its  message  by  intercut- 
ting footage  from  television  commercials  with 
short  clips  from  pornographic  films.  Although 
the  film  has  never  been  the  object  of  obscenity 
charges,  the  Ontario  censor  board  refuses  to 
allow  the  film  to  be  shown  uncut. 

Because  it  must  respond  to  the  Ontario  Thea- 
tres Act  as  recently  amended,  the  present  suit 
challenges  not  only  the  regulations  governing  ex- 
hibition, but  also  those  recently  added  to  cover 
distribution. 

The  suit  will  not  be  heard  in  Divisional  Court 
until  this  fall  at  the  earliest.  Ric  Taylor  • 


Mayoral  awareness 
— on  time  this  time 

Eggleton  beats  procrastination 
to  proclaim  1985  AIDS  Week 

TORONTO  —  In  marked  contrast  to  last  year, 
Toronto's  mayor  and  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
chairman  have  both  backed  the  city's  second 
AIDS  Awareness  Week,  planned  by  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto  (ACT)  for  June  10  to  16 
this  year. 

Last  year,  Mayor  Art  Eggleton  did  not  issue  a 
proclamation  of  the  week  until  it  was  too  late  for 
the  proclamation  to  be  used  in  attendance-build- 
ing publicity  (see  TBP,  July /August  1984).  Fur- 
ther, no  expression  of  regret  over  the  delay  and  its 
effects  was  forthcoming.  The  mayor's  office  re- 
jected an  allegation  that  the  delay  was  calculated 
to  avoid  having  his  support  of  the  week  made 
public. 

This  year,  however,  far  in  advance  of  the 
event,  AIDS  Awareness  Week  has  been  proclaim- 
ed by  the  mayor  and  endorsed  by  Metro  Toronto 
Chairman  Dennis  Flynn. 

Each  day  of  the  week  will  have  a  different 
focus.  On  Monday,  June  10,  a  press  conference 
will  deal  with  "AIDS  and  the  Heterosexual  Con- 
nection." The  evening  will  feature  a  performance 
piece  entitled  "Caught  in  the  Act:  A  Safe  Sex 
Cabaret." 

Tuesday  will  focus  on  "AIDS and  the  Health  of 
the  Gay  Movement,"  with  a  panel  discussion  of 


Network  is  The  Body  Politic 's  listing  of  community  groups  and  services  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men  throughout  Canada.  It  can  help  you  get  in  touch  with  what's  going  on  where  you  live  —  and  you 
can  help  us  keep  it  up-to-date  by  letting  us  know  about  activities  in  your  area. 

To  get  your  group  to  be  lifted,  or  to  update  any  of  the  information  provided  here,  write:  Network, 
The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1X9. 


NATIONAL 
B  I  NATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODES  VARY 

Alcoholics  Anonymous,  In- 
ternational Advisory  Coun- 
cil for  Homosexual  Men  and 
Women,  Box  492,  Village 
Stn,  New  York  NY  10014. 
Archives  for  the  Protection 
of  Gay  History  and  Litera- 
ture, Box  6368,  Stn  A,  Saint 
John  NB  E2L  4R8. 
Atlantic  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association/Association  des 
Lesbiennes  et  des  gaies  de 
I'Atlantique,  contact  GAE 
(Halifax),  FLAG  (Frederic- 
ton)  or  Northern  Lambda 
Nord  (Western  NB). 
Bisexuals  International,  Box 
107,  2039  Walnut  St,  Phila- 
delphia, PA  19103,  USA. 
(215)  634-6244,  Sun-Fri, 
11  pm-3  am. 

Brethren  Mennonite  Coun- 
cil for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC), 
Box  24060,  Washington,  DC 
20024.  (202)  462-2595. 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box 
639,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W  1G2.  (416)364-2759. 
DignityfCanadafDignite, 
Box  1912,  Winnipeg  MB 
R3C  3R2.  (204)  772-4322. 
Foundation  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Canadian 
Transsexuals,  Box  291, 
Stn  A,  Hamilton  ON 
L8N  3C8.  (416)529-7884. 
SW  Ontario:  Ms  R  M 
Schwartzentruber,  21  Cherry 
St,  Kitchener  ON  N2G2C5. 
(519)576-5248. 
Gay  Interest  Group,  Cana- 
dian Library  Association, 
Box  1912,  Winnipeg  MB 
R3C  3R2. 

International  Gay  Associa- 
tion, International  Secretar- 
iat, c/o  RFSL,  Box  350,  S-I0I 
24  Sweden,  ph:  46-8-848050, 
or  845576.  Action  Secretariat, 
c/o  NVIH/COC,  Rozenstraat 
I,  1016  NX  Amsterdam,  The 
Netherlands,  ph:  31-20- 
234596.  Women's  Secretariat, 
c/o  SHRG,  58A  Broughton 
St,  Edinburgh,  Scotland 
EH  I  3SA. 

International  Lesbian  Infor- 
mation Service  (IDS),  c/o 
Centre  Femme,  5  Boulevard 
St  Georges,  Geneve  CH-1025, 
Switzerland. 

Lesbians  Across  Canada 
Meet  and  Mate  Association, 
c/o  S  O'Reilly,  Box  1647,  Stn 
E,  Victoria  BCV8W2Y1. 
Personalized  contact  and  cor- 
respondence service  for 
women. 

Ligo  de  Samseksamaj  Gee- 
sperantistoj,  gay  Esperanto 
organization,  lOOCrerar  Ave, 
Ottawa  ON  KIZ7P2. 
New  Democratic  Party  Gay 
Caucus,  Box  792,  Stn  F,  Tor- 
onto ON  M4Y  2N7. 


North  American  Trans- 
vestite-Transsexual  Contact 
Service,  Box  3,  Athens,  Ohio 
45701,  USA.  (206)  624-8266. 
Section  on  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Issues  in  Psychology,  c/o 
Canadian  Psychological  Asso- 
ciation, 558  King  Edward 
Ave,  Ottawa  ON  KIN  7N6. 
Seventh-day  Adventist  Kin- 
ship Canada,  Box  408,  Stn  C, 
Toronto  ON  M6J  3P5.  (416) 
533-5896. 

Seventh-day  Adventist  Kin- 
ship International,  Inc,  Box 
3840,  Los  Angeles  CA 
90078-3840  USA.  (213) 
876-2076. 

Women's  Archives,  Box  928, 
Stn  Q,  Toronto  ON 
M4T2PI. 


THE      YUKON 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODE:  403 

Whjtehorse 

Lesbian  support  group,  c/o 

Yukon  Status  of  Women,  302 
Steeles  St,  Y1A  2C5. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODE:  604 

Provincial 

Affirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  the  United  Church  in  BC, 

Box  46586,  Stn  G,  Vancouver 
V6R  4G8.  738-7557.  Support 
group  and  educational 
resources. 

Comox  Valley 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Comox  Valley,  Box  98,  Mer- 
ville,  BC  V0R  2M0.  337-8371. 

Cowichan  Valley 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Cowichan  Valley,  Box  129, 
Duncan,  BC  V9L  3X1. 
748-7924. 

Kamloops 

Thompson  Area  Gay 
Group,  Box  3343,  V2C  6B9. 
Welcomes  women  and  men  to 
regular  meetings,  discussions, 
social  events.  Info,  newsletter, 
peer  support,  friendship. 

Kelowna 

Okanagan  Gay  Organiza- 
tion. Mutual  support.  The 
group  can  be  contacted  direct- 
ly by  phone  through  the  Kel- 
owna Crisis  Centre,  763-8008. 

Nanaimo 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Nanaimo,  Box  127, 
V9R  5K4.  756-0370.  Holds 
monthly  socials  last  Sat  of 
each  month  at  the  Double 
Dragon  Restaurant,  9  pm. 

Port  Alberni 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Port  Alberni,  Box  158, 
V9Y  IR1.  724-4914. 


Port  Hardy 

North  Island  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Support  and  Informa- 
tion Group,  Box  1404, 
VON  2P0. 

Prince  Rupert 

Gay  People  of  Prince 

Rupert,  Box  881,  V8J3YI. 
624-4982  (eve). 

Revelstoke 

Lothlorien,  Box  8557,  Sub  I, 
V0E  3G0.  Info,  friendship, 
hospitality 

Terrace 

Northern  Lesbians,  RR  2, 

Box  50,  Usk  Store,  V8G  3Z9. 

Vancouver 

AIDS  Vancouver,  Box  4991 , 
MPO,  V6B  4A6.  Ph: 
687-AIDS. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
(Gay),  733-4590  (men), 
929-2585  (women). 
Archives  Collective,  Box 
3130,  MPO,  V6B  3X6. 
669-5978. 

Bisexual  Women's  Group. 
Monthly  meetings.  Call  Joyce 
at25l-6090. 

Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio), 
c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 
Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B2J4.  Thurs  at  7:30  pm, 
102.7  MHz  FM. 
Daughters  Unlimited,  Joyce 
251-6090. (Plans  to  open  a 
women's  club.) 
Dignity/Vancouver,  Box 
3016,  V6B  3X5.  684-7810. 
Dogwood  Monarchist  Socie- 
ty, 303-1150  Burnaby  St, 
V6E  1P2. 

English  Bay  Swim  Club,  c/o 
4249  Birchwood  Crescent, 
Burnaby  V5H  4E6.  Meets 
Thurs,,  6  pm  at  Vancouver 
Aquatic  Centre.  Info: 
433-8000  (Ken)  or  669-6696 
(Roy). 

Frontrunners  (running/jog- 
ging). Call  Erik  687-3238  or 
Rick  590-4665. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  of 
the  BC  NDP,  669-5434. 
Gay  Asians  of  Vancouver, 
Box  4463,  V6B  3Z8. 
324-8957. 

Gayblevision,  TV  show  by 
gay  people  about  gay  life, 
culture  &  art.  Regular  month- 
ly and  special  programmes. 
Box  2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2. 
Gay  Fathers  of  Vancouver, 
Box  3785,  V6B3Z1. 
688-6590. 

Gay  Leisure  Link  (GLL), 
Box  4662,  V6B4AI. 
Gay/Lesbian  Law  Associa- 
tion, c/o  Law  Students  Assoc, 
Faculty  of  Law,  U  of  BC, 
V6T  I W5.  228-4638. 
The  Gay  Library,  1244  Sey- 
mour St,  Box  2259  MPO, 
V6B  3W2.  327-9883  or 
688-1006. 

Gay  Rights  Union,  Box 
3130,  MPO,  V6B  3X6. 
731-9605. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  of  UBC, 
Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg,  U 
of  British  Columbia, 
V6T  1W5.  228-4638.  Meets 
Thurs  at  12:30  pm  (see  The 
Ubyssey  for  room). 
Gazebo  Connection  (busi- 
ness &  professional  women's 
group),  382-810  W  Broad- 
way, V5Z  4C9.  984-8744. 
Greater  Vancouver  Business 
Association,  c/o  Dwayne  Sul- 
livan, 941  Davie  St,  V6Z  IB9. 
Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans 
and  their  friends,  Box 
34161,  Stn  D,  V6J4N1. 
873-2925. 

Knights  of  Malta,  Dogwood 
Chapter  Society,  Box  336-810 
West  Broadway,  V5Z  1J8. 
Lambda  (Gay  Al-Anon).  Joe 
at  689-7681  or  Mike  at 
327-8423. 


Legal  Advice  Clinic,  1244 
Seymour  St  (VGCC).  Mon, 
7:30  pm.  Free  advice  and 
referrals. 

Lesbian  and  Feminist 
Mothers'  Political  Action 
Group,  Box  65804,  Stn  F, 
V5N5L3.  251-6090. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Sciences  Association,  c/o 
Gay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9, 
Student  Union  Bldg,  UBC, 
V6T  IW5. 

Lesbian  Drop-In,  322  W 
Hastings,  every  Wed,  7:30 
pm.  684-0523. 
Lesbian  Information  Line, 
734-1016.  Thurs,  Sun, 
7-10  pm. 

Lesbian  Feminist  Power 
and  Trust  Association.  Con- 
sensual S/M  support,  educa- 
tion and  action  group.  Box 
65868,  Stn  F,  V5L  5L3. 
Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund,  Box  65804,  Stn  F, 
V5N  5L3.  255-6910.  Potluck 
brunches  last  Sun  of  month. 
The  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op 
Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM, 
Thurs,  8:30  pm. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Box  5178,  V6B4B2. 
681-8525.  Services  Sun,  7:30 
pm,  at  1811  W  16th  Ave  (at 
Burrard). 

Metropolitan  Vancouver 
Athletic  and  Arts  Associa- 
tion, Sport  BC  Bldg,  1208 
Hornby  St,  V62  2E2. 
687-3333. 

Native  Cultural  Society  (gay 
native  social  group),  c/o  H 
McGillivary,  1244  Robson  St, 
V6E  1C  1.688-2645. 
Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays.  988-7786. 
Quaker  Lesbian  and  Gay 
People  and  Supporters,  221 
Trafalgar  St,  V6K3S7.  Every 
4th  Thurs  at  7  pm;  call  Rob  at 
6834176  for  location. 
Rights  of  Lesbians,  (Subcom- 
mittee of  Federation  of  Wom- 
en), Box  24687,  Stn  C, 
V5T  4E6. 

Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defense 
Fund,  c/o  Gay  Rights  Union. 
SEARCH,  c/o  VGCC.  Info 
and  counselling:  689-1039, 
7-10  pm. 

Sherwood  Forest,  non-profit 
gay  introduction  service. 
251-2789. 

Spokes  (gay  bicycle  club), 
Box  2259,  MPO,  V5Z  IY9. 
879-6623  (Michael). 
Vancouver  Activists  in  S/M 
(VASM),  call  George 
594-3632.  An  educational  or- 
ganization with  a  monthly 
newsletter. 

Vancouver  VD  Clinic,  Rm 
100,  828  W  10th  Ave  (near 
Gen  Hosp).  874-2331,  Ext 
220. 

Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Summer  Games,  c/o  Metro- 
politan Vancouver  Athletic 
and  Arts  Association. 
Vancouver  Gay  Athletic  As- 
sociation, c/o  1018  Burnaby 
St.  681-2424. 

Vancouver  Gay  Community 
Centre,  1170  Bute  St,  N°  4; 
Box  2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2. 
684-6869.  Services,  pro- 
grammes, magazine. 
Vancouver  Lesbian  Connec- 
tion, Box  65961,  Stn  F, 
V5W  5L4.  "We  are  planning 
to  establish  a  major  social  and 
political,  self-supporting  cen- 
tre for  lesbians  in  Vancouver 
and  vicinity.  Please  share 
your  experiences  with  us." 
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Vancouver  Men's  Chorus, 

1270  Chestnut  St,  V6J  4R9. 
Rehearsals  every  Wed,  7:30 
pm,  at  the  Vancouver  Acad- 
emy of  Music.  For  informa- 
tion phone  Kevin  at  731-1779 
or  Larry  at  734-8802. 
West  End  Softball  Associa- 
tion, 755  Robson  St,  N°  299, 
V6G  1C9.  Call  Frank  Ham- 
per 255-4410. 
West  End  Volleyball, 
222-1500  Pendrell  St. 
569-6696. 

Women  in  Focus,  204456  W 
Broadway,  V5Y  IR3. 
872-2250. 

Young  Gay  People,  c/o 
SEARCH. 

Younger  Lesbian  Drop-In 
every  Sat,  3-5  pmat  1349 
Burrard. 

Zodiac  Fraternal  Society, 
Box  33872,  Stn  D,  V6J  4L6. 

Vernon 

Vernon  Alternative 
Lifestyle,  RR  6,  Site  17, 
Comp  19,  V1T  6Y5. 

Victoria 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
(Gay),  383-9862. 
Dignity  Victoria,  Box  845, 
StnE,  V8W2R9. 385-1559. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Organiza- 
tion of  the  University  of 
Victoria  (GLO),  SUB,  U  of 
Victoria,  Box  1700, 
V8W  2Y2. 

The  Island  Gay  Society  — 
Victoria,  Box  695,  Stn  E, 
V8W  2P9.  598-5480. 
Operates  The  IGS  Cafe  at 
James  Bay  Community  Cen- 
tre, 140  Oswego  St,  Sundays, 
9:00  pm,  with  coffee  or  tea  all 
night  for  $2  cover  charge. 
Need  (Victoria  Crisis  Line), 
386-6323,  24  hrs.  Some  gay 
info  available. 
Womyn's  Coffee  House, 
1923  Fernwood.  Every  Wed 
evening. 

West  Kootenay 
region 

West  Kootenay  Gays  and 
Lesbians,  Box  642,  Nelson 
V1L4K5.  Offering  friendship, 
a  newsletter,  info  and  social 
events.  Potluck  third  Sunday 
of  month,  3-7  pm;  contact 
Nelson  Community  Services 
Centre  352-3504  (24  hrs). 


ALBERTA 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODE:  403 

Provincial 

Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Association 
(ALGRA),  Box  1852,  Edmon- 
ton T5J  2P2. 

Alberta  TV  and  TS  Contact 
Club,  Box  4667,  Calgary 
T2T  5PI.  Transvcstivc  and 
transsexual  contact  service. 

Calgary 

Apollo  —  Friends  in  Sports, 
Box  6481,  Stn  D.T2P2EI. 
Provides  recreational  activities 
to  the  gay  community,  includ- 
ing volleyball,  slowpitch.  curl- 
ing, bowling,  dances,  car  ral- 
lies and  skiing.  Hosts  annual 
Western  Cup  Volleyball  Tour- 
nament. Open  to  men  and 
women.  Info:  Gay  Lines, 
234-8973. 

Camp  III  Association,  Box 
702,  Stn  M,  T2P  2J3.  Dances, 
theme  parties,  campouls, 
sports  and  other  activities  for 
lesbians  and  gays. 
Dignity/Calgary.  Box  1414, 
Sin  M,  T2P  2L6. 
Gay  Leisure  Link.  Non-chal- 
lenging, non-sexual  social 
organization.  Box  1812,  Stn 
M.T2P2L8. 


Gay  Lines,  234-8973.  Com- 
munity information. 
Gay  Students  Association, 
c/o  U  of  Calgary  Students 
Clubs,  Rm  209,  MacEwan 
Hall,  2500  University  Dr  NW, 
T2N  1N4. 

Imperial  Court  of  the 
Chinook  Arch,  282-6393.  En- 
tertainments and  social 
events. 

Lesbian  Information  Line 
(LIL),  265-9458,  Tues-Fri, 
8-10  pm,  with  24  hr  answering 
service.  Operated  by 
Womyn's  Collective. 
Lesbian  Mothers,  Lynn  at 
264-6328  or  275-8362,  or  call 
LIL.  Potluck  first  Sun  of  each 
month. 

Lesbian  Outreach  and  Sup- 
port Team,  Box  6093,  Stn  A, 
T2H  2L4.  281-2895. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  204-16  Ave,  NW, 
T2M  0H4.  2774004.  Services 
Sun  11 :30am and 7  pmat 
above  address. 
New  Horizons  (physically 
disabled  gays),  c/o  1927  30th 
StSW,T3E2L5.0rphone 
Gay  Lines,  234-8973. 
Womyn's  Collective, 
265-9458.  Dances,  library, 
lesbian  drop-ins  every  Tues. 
Operates  LIL. 

Edmonton 

Dignity  Edmonton  Dignite, 
Box  53,  T5B  2B7.  4694286. 
Edmonton  Roughnecks  Rec- 
reation Association,  c/o 
GATE.  Volleyball,  softball, 
gymnastics. 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equal- 
ity, Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 
Office:  10173-104  St. 
424-8361.  Info  and  counsel- 
ling, Mon-Sat,  7-10  pm,  Sun 
2-5  pm.  Also  coffeehouses, 
socials,  newsletter,  resource 
library. 

Gay  Fathers  &  Lesbian 
Mothers.  For  info  call 
424-8361. 

Inter/Ed,  Box  I2G,  9820-104 
St,  T5K0Z1.  421-7629  (Jim). 
Mandate:  Sober,  an  AA 
group  for  men  and  women. 
Unitarian  Church,  12530-110 
Ave,  Saturdays,  8  pm.  Closed 
discussion;  last  Saturday  of 
the  month  is  open.  A  A  Cen- 
tral office:  482-6783. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Edmonton,  Box 
1312,  T5J2M8. 438-5168. 
Sunday  worship  at  7:30  pm, 
126  Street- 110  Avenue. 
Privacy  Defence  Commit- 
tee, c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 
Royalist  Social  Society  of 
Northern  Alberta  (Imperial 
Court  of  the  Wild  Rose), 
10820-38  Av  NW,  T6E  2E6. 
The  Vocal  Minority,  "to 
educate  the  general  population 
about  the  multiplicity  and 
richness  of  our  lives  through 
public  musical  performan- 
ces." 426-1516  or  426-1246. 
Womonspace,  a  social  and 
recreational  group  for  lesbi- 
ans, c/o  Everywomon's  Place, 
9926-1 12  St.  Phone  Jeanne, 
433-3559  or  Liz,  986-0263. 

Grande  Prairie 

The  Peace  Gay  Association. 
Box  1492,  T8V  4Z3.  Social 
and  support  group  for  NW 
Alberta. 

Red  Deer 

Gay  Association  of  Red 
Deer,  Box  356,  T4N  5E9. 

Lethbridge 

Dignity  Lethbridge,  Box 
2262.TIJ4K7.  Phonclinc 
381-6905,  7-9  pm. 


Dignity/Saskatchewan  (gay 
Catholics  and  friends),  Box 
3l81,ReginaS4P3G7. 
Gay  Rights  Subcommittee, 
Saskatchewan  Association 
for  Human  Rights.  305-1 16 
3rd  Ave  S,  Saskatoon 
S7K  1L5.  244-1933. 
Lesbian  Association  of 
Southern  Saskatchewan, 
Box  4033,  Regina  S4P  3R9. 
5224522  or  352-8397. 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  Albert  Gay  Com- 
munity Centre  (The  Zodiac 
Club),  Box  1893,  S6V6J9. 
1-24  10th  St,  E.  9224650. 
Phone  line  Wed-Thurs,  8-10 
pm,  social  evenings  Fri-Sat, 
10pm-2am. 

Regina 

Dignity  Regina,  Box  3181, 
S4P  3G7. 

Gay  Athletic  Guild,  Box 
34I4.S4P3J8. 
Gay  Community  of  Regina 
(gay  community  council),  Box 
3414,  S4P  3J8. 
Gay  Information  Services, 
Box  3414,  S4P3J8.  522-5422, 
Sun  &  Mon,  8-10  pm;  24-hr 
recorded  message  at  other 
times. 

Gay  Parents,  Box  3414, 
S4P  3J8. 

Gay  Religious  Group,  Box 
34I4.S4P3J8. 
Gay  Women's  Phone  Line, 
352-1041,  Wed,  8-10  pm.  Box 
4033,  S4P  3A2. 
Rumours  (gay  community 
centre),  2069  Broad  St  (back 
entrance).  522-7343  (until 
June  30). 

Regina  Parents,  Families 
and  Friends  of  Gays,  Box 
3414,  S4P3J8. 

Regina  Women's  Communi- 
ty and  Rape  Crisis  Centre. 
219-1810  Smith  St,  S4P2N3. 
522-2777,  352-7688. 
Women  30  Plus,  Box  11 13, 
S4P  3B2.  Social  group  for 
women  30  and  over. 

Saskatoon 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Support  Ser- 
vices (GLSS),  217-116  3rd 
Ave  S.  Operates  Gayline. 
Mailing  address:  Box  8581, 
S7K  6K7. 

Gay  History  Group,  c/o 
GLSS. 

Gay/Lesbian  Community 
Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 
Phone  Gayline  for  info  on 
dance  and  special  event  loca- 
tions and  dates. 
Gayline,  665-9129,  Sun- 
Thurs,  8-1 1  pm.  Community 
information. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan 
(GLUS),  Box  482,  Sub  PO 
N°  6,  S7N  0W0.  Open  to  staff 
and  students  of  the  Saskatoon 
campus;  holds  social  and 
educational  events. 
Gay  Political  Action  Com- 
mittee, c/o  Box  2943,  Stn  M, 
T2P  3C3.  Education  and  lob- 
bying. 

Live  and  Let  Live,  c/o  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Support  Services. 
Meets  Fri,  8  pm  at  GLSS. 
Metamorphosis  1 985,  Box 
1 13,  S7K3K I.  955-1270. 
Plans  annual  Thanksgiving 
weekend  celebration. 
Southern  Prairie  Athletic 
Association.  Box  8581, 
S7K  6K7. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

II  I  1  PHONE  AKEA  CODE     )0< 

Provincial 

Affirm/Saskatchewan,  les- 
bians and  gays  in  (he  United 
Church.  422  Smallwood  (res, 
Saskatoon  S7I.  4S4. 


MANITOBA 

II  lll'HONI    ARIA  (ODE    204 

Provincial 

Brethren/Mennonite  Coun- 
cil for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC) 
Manitoba.  Hm  2846,  Winni- 
peg R3C  4B4. 

Brandon 

Gay  Friends  of  Brandon. 

727  1685,  Wed  7-10  pm.  S.n 
I  4  pm. 


Portage- 

la-Prairie 

Bi-Women's  Support 

Group,  Box  820,  R1N3C3. 
857-5295.  For  bisexual 


Thompson 

Gay  Friends  of  Thompson, 

Boxl57,R8NIN2. 

Winnipeg 

Affirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians 
of  the  United  Church. 

453-3984  (Eric)  or  452-2853 
(Dave). 

A  Little  Bit  of  Magic,  Inc.  A 
non-profit  introduction  service 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
7754838. 

Council  on  Homosexuality 
and  Religion,  Box  1912, 
R3C3R2.  452-1813  or 
786-3976.  Worship,  counsel- 
ling, library. 
Dignity/Winnipeg,  Box 
1912,  R3C3R2. 
Gaie  Livraison,  Box  1912, 
R3C  3R2.  Pamphlets  and 
booklets  on  homosexuality. 
Gay  AA  New  Freedom 
Group,  Box  2481,  or  contact 
through  Manitoba  Central  Of- 
fice, 233-3508. 
Gay  AlAnon  Group.  Info: 
Gays  for  Equality. 
Gay  Community  Centre, 
277  Sherbrooke  St.  786-1236. 
Incorporating  Giovanni's 
Room,  a  cafe  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Open  every  day  ex- 
cept Sunday  at  5:30  pm.  Fully 
licenced. 

Gay  Fathers  Winnipeg,  Box 
2221,  R3C3R5. 786-3976 
(Thurs  eves,  7:30  pm-10  pm). 
Gay  Outdoors  Group,  c/o 
Gays  for  Equality. 
Gay  Parents,  c/o  Gays  for 
Equality. 

Gays  for  Equality  (GFE). 
Box  27,  UMSU.U  of  Mani- 
toba, R3T  2N2.  786-3976. 
Office:  Suite  2,  Gay  Com- 
munity Centre,  277  Sherbrook 
St.  Counselling,  info,  rap  ses- 
sions, public  education  and 
law  reform.  Lesbian  counsel- 
lors on  Tues  evenings. 
Lesbian  Line,  786-3976,  Tues 
evenings. 

MsPurdy's226MainSt. 
942-8212.  Women's  bar. 
Mutual  Friendship  Society, 
Inc,  Box  427,  R3C  2H6. 
774-3576.  Social  and  educa- 
tional programmes.  Operates 
Happenings  Social  Club,  272 
Sherbrook  St. 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Soci- 
ety, Box  2221,  R3C  3R5. 
Variety  of  social,  cultural  and 
educational  activities. 
Project  Lambda,  Inc,  Box 
3911,  Stn  B,  R2W5H9. 
772- '421.  Lesbian/gay  com- 
munity service  organization. 
Publishes  Out  &  About,  gay 
community  library,  commun- 
ity fund-raising  for  medical, 
library,  educational  and  coun- 
selling services. 
Winnipeg  Gay  Community 
Health  Centre,  Inc,  304-275 
Sherbrook  St,  R3C  2B8. 
7744846.  A  non-profit,  vol- 
unteer organization  seeking  to 
provide  holisitc  care  to  gays 
and  lesbians,  their  friends, 
families  and  relatives. 
Winnipeg  Gay  Media  Collec- 
tive, Box  27,  UMSU,  U  of 
Manitoba,  R3T  2N2. 
786-3976.  Produces  "Coming 
Out,"  weekly  half-hour  cable 
broadcast. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  c/o 
GFE. 

University  of  Winnipeg  Gay 
Students  Association  Info: 
786-3976. 

Yourself,  Box  2790, 
R  )C  <R5.  For  bisexual  men 
and  women. 


ONTARIO 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODES  VARY 

Provincial 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario,  Box  822,  Stn  A, 
Toronto  M5W  1G3.  (416) 
533-6824. 

Brethren/Mennonite  Coun- 
cil for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC) 
Ontario,  Box  2621,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  ON  N2H  6N2. 

Guelph 

Area  code:  S 1 9 

Guelph  Gay  Equality,  Box 
773,  N1H6L8.  Gayline: 
8364550,  24  hrs. 
Gays  Out  of  Doors 
(GOOD).  See  Kitchener- 
Waterloo. 

Goderich 

Area  code:  519 

Parents  of  Lesbians  and 

Gays,  c/o  Anne  Rutledge,  52 
Essex  St,  N7A  2H4. 

Hamilton 

Area  code:  4 1 6 

Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT 

Niagara),  Box  291,  Stn  A, 
L8N  3C8.  529-7884. 
Gay  Archives/History  Pro- 
ject for  H  ami  I  ton-Wen  t- 
worth.  2784713.  Looking  for 
photos,  clippings,  personal 
accounts  of  gay  life  and  liber- 
ation in  Hamilton,  especially 
pre-1979. 

Gay  Fathers  of  Hamilton. 
Support,  advice.  Meets  twice  a 
month.  Call  Gayline  for  info. 
Gayline  Hamilton.  Info  on 
all  groups  and  activities,  peer 
counselling.  523-7055  Wed- 
Sun,  7-11  pm. 
Gay  Women's  Collective, 
c/o  Gayline.  Meets  2nd  Mon 
of  month. 

Hamilton  United  Gay  Soci- 
eties (HUGS),  a  meeting  of 
men  and  women,  young  and 
old,  with  discussions  and 
speakers.  Meets  on  alternate 
Weds,  Gay  Community  Cen- 
tre, Suite  207,  41  King  Wil- 
liam St,  7:30  pm.  Call  Gay- 
line for  further  info. 
Mailing  address  for  all  Ham- 
ilton groups  listed  above: 
Box  44,  Stn  B,  L8L  7T5. 
Live  and  Let  Live  (Gay  AA), 
Open  meetings  with  speakers, 
last  Sat  of  every  month,  8  pm. 
All  Saints  Church  Parish 
Hall,  15  Queen  St  (side 
entrance). 

Kingston 

Area  code:  6 1 3 
Queen's  Homophile 
Association,  51  Queen's 
Crescent,  Queen's  University, 
K7L2S7.  547-5841.  (24-hr 
recorded  message,  staffed 
Mon-Fri,  7-9  pm.  Drop-in 
Thurs  evenings;  biweekly 
dances. 

Kitchener- 
Waterloo 

Area  code:  SI9 

Gay  Liberation  of  Waterloo. 

c/o  Federation  of  Students,  U 
of  Waterloo.  Waterloo 
N2I  3GI.884-GLOW.  Cof- 
feehouse every  Wed  at  8:30 
pm.  Campus  Or.  Rm  110. 
Gay  News  and  Views,  radio 
programme,  Tues,  6-8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7 
MHz  on  Grand  River  Cable 
200  University  Ave  W.  Water 
looN2l.  3GI.886-CKMS 
Gays  of  Wilfrid  Laurier  Uni- 
versity, eta  V,  I  USU.  Wilfrid 
Laurier  University,  75  Univer- 
sity Ave  W,  Waterloo 
Gays  Out  of  Doors 
(GOOD).  11.1x2751.  Kitchen 
cr  N2H  6N1  OutdoOl  .ami 
ties  and  social  Juh  (camping, 
skiing,  emoting.  Cydiflg,  pit 
nicv  potluck  suppers  and  par 

to) 


Half  and  Half  Club.  A  non- 
profit social  club  that  spon- 
sors a  bar  and  disco  at  223 
1/2  King  St  W,  Kitchener  (use 
Halls  Lane  entrance). 
749-9084.  Mon-Sat,  8  pm-1 
am.  Cover  Thurs-Sat. 
International  Women's  Day 
Committee,  Box  1491,  Stn 
C,  Kitchener,  N2G  4P2. 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay 
Media  Collective,  Box  2741, 
Stn  B,  Kitchener,  N2H  6N3. 
579-3325. 

Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  pro- 
gramme, Thurs,  6  to  8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7 
MHz  cable.  Write  c/o  LOOK. 
Lesbian  Organization  of 
Kitchener,  Box  2422,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  N2H  6M3. 
7444863.  Womyns  coffee- 
house first  Thurs  of  month  at 
52B  College  St,  Kitchener. 

London 

Area  code:  5 1 9 

Gay  Youth  London,  c/o 
HALO.  Meets  Thurs  at  7  pm, 
2nd  fl,  649  Colborne  St. 
433-3762. 

Gayline,  433-3551.  Recorded 
message  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs, 
7-10  pm. 

Homophile  Association  of 
London,  Ontario  (HALO), 
649  Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2. 
433-3762.  Coffee  House: 
Mon,  7-10  pm.  Disco/Bar: 
Wed,  Fri  and  Sat,  9  pm- 
1:30  am.  Gay  AA  meeting, 
Wed,  7  pm. 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7.  Services  Sun,  7:30 
pm  at  Unitarian  Church,  29 
Victoria  St  W,  north  entrance 
to  Gibbons  Park.  Info:  Wor- 
ship Coordinator,  433-9939. 
Rides:  432-9690. 

Mississauga/ 
Brampton 

Area  code:  416 

GEM:  Gay  Community 
Outreach,  Box  62,  Brampton 
L6V  2K7.  Phoneline: 
278-6010. 

Parents  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  c/o  Mary  Jones,  35 
Willis  Drive,  Brampton,  ON 
L6W  1B2.  4574570. 

Niagara  Region 

Area  code:  4 1 6 

Gay  Outreach  Niagara  (GO 
Niagara).  An  organization 
for  gay  men  and  women  in  the 
Niagara  Region.  Box  261,  St 
Catharines,  ON  L2R  6S4. 

North  Bay 

Area  code:  705 

Gay  Fellowship  of  North 

Bay,  Box665,Callendar,ON 
P0H  1H0.  Meetings  every 
Sunday  for  gay  men  and  lesbi- 
ans to  share  and  discuss  our 
problems  and  joys. 

Ottawa 

Area  code:  6 1 3 

Dignity/Ottawa/Dignite. 
Box  2102,  StnD,  K1P5W3. 
Gay  People  at  Carleton.  c/o 

CUSA,  Carleton  University. 
For  more  info,  call  238-1717. 
Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de 
I'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 
Stn  D,  KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre. 
175  LisgarSt:  open  7:30- 
10:30  pm  Mon-Thurs. 
Thurs:  lesbian  drop-in.  8  pm; 
Fri:  social,  7:30  pm-l  am; 
Sat:  women's  night.  7: 10 
pm- 1  am;  Sun:  A  A  I  ivc  &  I  ct 
live  group,  8  pm.  Gayline: 
238-1717.  Mon-Fri  7:30- 
10:30  pm,  recording  other 
times.  Office;  233-0152 
Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/ 
Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'OtUwa/ 
Hull  lor  info  call  01  write 
li.n>  of  Ottawa  Meeting/ 
drop-in.  Wed  8  pm,  175 
I  ih'ji  Si. 


sexuality  and  AIDS.  On  Wednesday  a  forum  will 
address  the  question,  "Should  the  women's 
community  join  the  fight  against  AIDS?"  On 
Thursday,  "AIDS  in  '85:  A  Forum  for  Gay 
Men"  will  offer  up-to-date  medical  information 
with  particular  reference  to  viral  matters,  the  psy- 
chological ramifications  (including  those  for 
"the  worried  well")  and  legal  issues.  Friday  will 
see  a  condom  blitz  bar  crawl. 

A  preview  of  "No  Sad  Songs,"  a  film  co-pro- 
duced by  ACT  will  be  offered  on  Saturday  and 
there  will  be  a  Sunday  forum  on  "AIDS  and  the 
Matter  of  Blood,"  dealing  with  blood  donation, 
transfusions  and  testing. 

The  week  will  also  feature  a  number  of  fund- 
raising  events,  the  presence  of  AIDSupport 
booths  at  hospitals  and  a  photo  exhibit  docu- 
menting the  lives  of  two  people  with  AIDS. 

Ric  Taylor  • 

As  of  May  7,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for  Disease 
Control  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a  total  of  212 
adult  cases  of  Acquired  Immunodeficiency  Syn- 
drome in  Canada.  In  TBP'%  last  report,  the  total 
stood  at  204  cases  as  of  March  28.  Of  the  current 
total  156  are  gay  or  bisexual  men,  of  whom  78  are 
alive. 

Total 
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No  cases  are  reported  in  New  Brunswick  or 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by  calling  the 
following  organizations:  Halifax  Gay  Health 
Association,  c/o  Gayline,  (902)423-1389; 
Montreal  AIDS  Resource  Committee/Associa- 
tion des  Ressources  Montrealaises  sur  le  SIDA, 
(514)933-2395;  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto, 
(416)926-1626;  Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403)424-8361; 
AIDS  Vancouver,-(604)  867-2437.  KenPopert  • 

Personal  tragedy  to 
political  support 

MP  Pat  Carney  announces  a 
federal  grant  for  AIDS  Vancouver 

VANCOUVER  -  Health  and  Welfare  Canada 
has  for  the  first  time  committed  itself  to  financial 
support  for  a  community-based  AIDS  organiza- 
tion from  its  regular  programmes.  Last  year's 
commitment  of  $1.4  million  to  AIDS  research 
was  a  special  allocation  made  outside  the  federal 
health  department  budget. 

The  grant  to  AIDS  Vancouver  was  announced 
in  a  letter  from  energy  minister  Pat  Carney,  the 
MP  for  Vancouver  Centre,  to  the  Vancouver  gay 
community.  The  letter  was  read  to  two  thousand 
people  attending  the  annual  Empress's  Ball 
March  9. 

The  unusual  letter  read  in  part  as  follows:  "I 
would  like  to  thank  all  those  gay  men  and  les- 
bians who  worked  so  hard  on  my  campaign  dur- 
ing the  election.  I  was  honoured  to  have  the  sup- 
port of  so  many  individuals  and  business  leaders 
from  the  gay  community.  I  want  you  to  know 
that  you  have  not  and  will  not  be  forgotten.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  much  attention  has  been  focuss- 

amlinucd  on  pafi  .7 
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HALIFAX 

Robin  Metcalfe  • 

Life  in  the 
Mondo  Condo 

If  you  come  to  Halifax  this  summer,  you  won't 
recognize  the  place.  We  seem  to  have  become  a 
metropolis.  One  suspects  the  bourgeoisie  of  play- 
ing tricks  with  imaginary  money,  pulling  office 
towers  from  their  sleeves  like  so  many  silk  hand- 
kerchieves.  Restoration  is  reaching  epidemic  pro- 
portions. They've  gone  the  whole  schmeer:  brick 
sidewalks,  coachlamps,  hookers  on  every  cor- 
ner.... It  does  impart  a  certain  elegance  to  what 
was,  admittedly,  a  rather  shabby  city,  if  one  can 
stomach  living  in  an  historical  fiction.  Some  of 
the  new  buildings  were  designed  by  real  archi- 
tects, not  the  illiterate  engineers  who  dumped  the 
likes  of  Scotia  Square  on  us. 

The  Premier  alleges  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
an  offshore  boom.  As  NDP  leader  Alexa 
McDonough  points  out,  the  boom  keeps  getting 
further  and  further  offshore.  Don  7  come  back 
from  Calgary  looking  for  a  job  —  whatever  you 
may  have  heard  on  TV.  Unless  you're  a  specialist 
in  capping  blown-out  oil  wells,  and  think  nothing 
of  paying  $600  for  a  bachelor  apartment.  The 
rental  market  is  tighter  than  John  Buchanan's 
ass,  with  a  vacancy  rate  of  two  percent  and  falling. 
There's  no  reliefin  sight  for  the  worst  housing  crisis 
in  Canada,  unless  you  count  all  those  $250,000 
condominiums  going  up  in  the  South  End. 

Life  in  the  Mondo  Condo  does  have  its  consol- 
ations. Wormwood  now  shows  obscure  Italian 
films  in  two  cinemas  seven  days  a  week.  We  went 
to  see  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  and  passed  so 
many  lesbians  on  the  stairs  that  for  a  moment  I 
thought  Wormwood's  had  been  converted  back 
to  the  Turret.  Not  a  dry  eye  in  the  bunch.  Re- 
member CKDU,  the  only  station  that  would  play 
Tom  Robinson,  even  if  it  was  just  over  the  inter- 
com in  the  Dal  cafeteria?  Well,  they  have  an  FM 
licence  now,  and  can  be  heard  by  the  normaloids 
in  their  Hyundai  Ponys.  Now  that  it's  spring,  the 
New  Wavers  have  sprung  up  all  aroung  Sir  Winnie 
on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  library,  as  numerous  as 
crocuses,  in  about  the  same  range  of  colours. 

It  seemed  a  sign  of  something,  seeing  the  post- 
ers for  the  Milk  film  on  all  the  telephone  poles. 
People  didn't  even  bother  tearing  them  down. 
Maybe  the  homophobes  are  getting  numb.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  gay  take-over  of  the  art  scene  this 
winter:  Jim  MacSwain  and  Greg  Wight  in  the  On 
Masculinity  show  at  Eye  Level,  Art  by  Gay  Men 
at  the  Centre  for  Art  Tapes,  my  own  colour  prints 
in  the  photo  gallery  at  Wormwood's....  Some 
sort  of  independent  gay  male  consciousness  final- 
ly seems  to  be  emerging  in  this  city.  The  Gay 
Health  Association  was  the  first  real  sign  of  life. 
Did  I  tell  you  a  bunch  of  us  have  been  getting  to- 
gether to  define  our  own  agenda  around  porn?  Or 
should  I  say  "sexually  fantastic  literature,"  the 
term  which  presently  has  the  group's  favour? 
We're  going  to  play  Show  and  Tell  and  compare 
fantasies.  Yum! 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  Chronically-Horrid 
Chronicle-Herald  has  found  it  possible  to  print 
the  word  "gay"  without  gagging.  Must  be  the 
competition  from  the  Daily  News  —  rag  that  it  is, 
it  does  carry  gay  stories,  and  doesn't  even  feel  ob- 
liged to  be  condemnatory.  Perhaps  it's  all  those 
high-school  students  they  hire  as  reporters.... 
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The  Wormwood  screens  Harvey  Milk: former  site  of  the  Turret  recalls  its  gay  past 


The  BIG  NEWS,  of  course,  was  the  "hard- 
core" lesbians  being  booted  out  of  CFS  Shel- 
burne.  I'm  surprised  the  Comical-Herald's  type- 
setter wasn't  struck  by  lightning,  setting 
"lesbian"  in  bold  caps  on  page  one.  It  amazes  me 
how  the  media  can  summon  wide-eyed  surprise 
about  a  story  they  have  been  studiously  ignoring 
since  before  the  Flood.  You  can't  walk  ten  feet  in 
Halifax  without  tripping  over  a  gay  ex-service- 
person.  There's  No  Life  Like  It.  Speaking  of 
which,  Darl  Wood's  new  book  should  be  out  in 
September,  from  Ragweed  Press  in  Charlotte- 
town.  Recently  she's  been  the  Most  Wanted 
Woman  in  Halifax,  a  real  walking,  talking  lesbian 
who  was  kicked  out  of  the  Forces  and  lived  to  tell 
the  tale  on  As  It  Happens.  I  must  say,  it  did  the 
heart  good  to  see  Erik  Nielsen  having  to  justify  a 
policy  that  had  never  been  so  publicly  questioned. 

War  and  peace  have  been  on  a  lot  of  minds 
here  lately.  One  of  the  "job-creation"  schemes 
foisted  on  us  recently  has  been  the  new  Pratt  and 
Whitney  plant.  As  far  as  I  could  tell,  it  will  mainly 
create  work  for  a  few  robots  in  the  Airport  Indus- 
trial Park,  but  it  ties  us  even  closer  to  Ronald 
Reagan's  plans  for  Peace  through  World  De- 
struction. The  profiteers  of  doom  had  a  big  party 
in  December  at  the  Hotel  Nova  Scotian  to  swap 
secrets  on  how  to  make  a  quick  buck  off  the 
Apocalypse,  and  more  than  one  member  of  our 
community  was  there  to  spoil  the  fun.  You  must 
have  heard  about  the  seventeen  demonstrators 
hauled  off  in  police  vans?  The  Pentagon  Party 
Poopers  adopted  a  more  mainstream  name, 
AMIE  (Against  Military  Industrial  Expansion)  in 
preparation  for  their  trial,  but  not  before  they 
had  a  big  benefit  bash  at  Rumours. 

I  hardly  go  to  the  club  anymore.  Yes,  me,  the 
disco-bunny  of  yore.  It  just  hasn't  been  the  same 
since  we  lost  the  Turret.  The  Gay  Alliance  for 
Equality  is  trying  to  make  amends  by  buying  a 
house  in  the  North  End.  It  could  be  cosy,  with  a  li- 
brary and  office  and  gay  neighbours  upstairs,  but  I 
worry  it  will  be  another  albatross  around  the  org- 
anization's neck. 

All  the  interesting  things  seem  to  be  happening 


outside  GAE.  Maybe  we  try  too  hard  —  the  peo- 
ple who  haven't  been  burnt  out  have  too  much  on 
their  plate,  and  end  up  trying  to  do  everything, 
poorly,  instead  of  a  few  things  well.  The  hiring  of 
two  part-time  community  organizers  was  sup- 
posed to  mark  a  turn-around  for  the  group,  and 
to  draw  in  new  people,  but  already  the  selection 
process  has  caused  dissension.  Some  charge  that 
political  compatibility  with  the  present  regime 
took  precedence  over  a  proven  ability  to  do  the 
job.  I  can't  pretend  to  be  impartial.  Who  can? 
The  community  is  too  small. 

All  is  not  gloom,  however.  The  year  began 
auspiciously,  with  the  Canadian  University  Press 
conference  at  Oak  Island.  Elizabeth  Donovan 
coaxed  me  down  to  a  meeting  of  the  gay  and  les- 
bian caucus,  a  room  full  of  fresh  young  faces,  all 
eager  and  intelligent.  I  felt  like  a  daddy.  It's  the 
first  time  I've  been  that  aware  of  a  whole  new  gen- 
eration of  gay  and  lesbian  activists.  Don't  believe 
what  they  say  about  Today's  Apathetic  Youth. 
That's  members  of  our  generation  talking,  as  they 
float  downriver  through  the  Age  of  Disillusion. 

Not  all  our  contemporaries  have  been  resting 
on  their  laurels.  My  favourite  social  worker,  Ken 
Belanger,  helped  organize  a  weekend  get-togeth- 
er for  lesbian  and  gay  professionals  that  attracted 
people  from  as  far  away  as  New  Brunswick.  The 
Dal  Gazette  called  it  a  meeting  of  "gay 
Yuppies,' '  which  only  confirms  my  suspicion  that 
"yuppie"  really  stands  for  "young  unemployed 
professional."  No  BMWs  in  this  crowd.  A  lot  of 
energy  and  competence,  though.  The  network 
that  grew  out  of  that  meeting  has  already  taken 
on  a  life  of  its  own. 

Organizations  like  GAE  develop  a  lot  of  inertia 
over  the  years.  I  feel  like  all  our  energy  goes  into 
propping  up  the  structure.  Instead  we  should  be 
defining  our  skills  and  finding  ways  to  link  up 
around  specific  goals.  Perhaps  that's  the  way  for 
the  future.  • 

Aging  activist  Robin  Metcalfe  has  been  writing  for 
The  Body  Politic  since  just  after  the  Flood. 


Integrity/Ottawa,  (gay 
Anglicans  and  their  friends) 
c/o  Si  George's  Anglican 
Church,  152  Metcalfe  St, 
K2P  IN9.  235-2516,  9-5, 
Mon-Fri.  Meets  2nd  and  4th 
Weds  at  7:30  pm,  at  St 
George's. 

Lesbiennes  et  gais  du  cam- 
pus/Lesbians and  Gays  on 
Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue 
Hastey  Street,  KIN  6N5. 
Live  and  Let  Live  Group  for 
gay  alcoholics.  Contact  GO. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Box  2979,  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W9.  232-0241. 
Parents  of  Gays,  Box  9094, 
K1G  3T8. 

Peterborough 

Area  code:  70S 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Trent 
and  Peterborough,  Box 

2467,  K9J  7Y8.  742-6229.  Of- 
fice hours  Mon  8-10  pm. 
Drop-in,  Mon,  8  pm,  290 
Rubidge  St,  2nd  fl  (ring  bell 
for  entry);  Live  and  Let  Live 
Gay  AA  group,  Wed,  8  pm; 
discussion  group  Thurs, 
7:30  pm. 

Sudbury 

Area  code:  70S 

Sudbury  All  Gay  Alliance, 

Box  1092,  Stn  B,  Sudbury, 
ON  P3E  4S6.  Phoneline: 

674-3002,  Tues,  7  pm-10  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

Area  code:  807 

Gays  of  Thunder  Bay,  Box 

2155,  P7B5E8.  345-8011, 
Wed  and  Fri  7:30-9:30  pm. 
Recording  other  times.  Meets 
1st  and  3rd  Tues.  Dances.held 
monthly. 

Northern  Women's  Centre, 
316  Bay  St,  P7B  IS1. 
345-7802. 

Toronto 

Area  code:  4 1 6 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toron- 
to, Box  55,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 
926-1626,  Mon-Fri,  9  am- 
5  pm.  Educates  public  about 
the  syndrome,  especially 
AIDS-affected  communities, 
and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS. 
Affirmation,  a  support  group 
for  gay  and  lesbian  Mormons 
and  their  friends.  For  infor- 
mation, write  Drawer  E622, 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Les- 
bian/gay fellowships. 
964-3962. 

Association  of  Gay  Social 
Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella 
St,M4Y  1M8.  Social  work 
students  also  welcome. 
AWARE,  a  support  group  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
Christian  Reformed  Churches, 
and  their  friends.  Write  c/o 
MCCT,  730  Bathurst  St,  Box 
K,  Toronto,  M5S  2R4. 
925-0690. 

Cabbagetown  Group  Soft- 
ball League,  Box  1 1 13,  Stn 
F,  M4Y  2T8. 
Branching  Out,  Lesbian 
culture  resource  centre.  Box 
141,2BloorStW,Ste 
100-99,  M4W  3E2. 
Canadian  Unitarian  Univer- 
sal ists  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Concerns  (CUULGC),  A  sup 
port  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  within  Unitarian  Uni- 
versalis! churches,  c/o  Cana- 
dian Unitarian  Council,  175 
St  Clair  Ave  W,  M4V  IP7. 
Christos  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church,  Box  1193, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8.  968-7423. 
Christian  church  with  special 
outreach  to  gay  community, 
working  in  association  with 
Gaycare  Toronto. 
Chutzpah,  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S2R4.  4894662.  Group 
for  Jewish  gay  men  and 
lesbians. 


Committee  to  Defend  John 

Damien,  291  Ontario  St,  Apt 
6,  M5A  2V8.  925-6729. 
Dignity/Toronto,  Box  249. 
Stn  E,  M6H  4E2.  960-3997. 
Group  for  gay  and  lesbian 
Catholics  and  friends. 
Foolscap  (Oral  History  Pro- 
ject), Conducting  interviews 
with  gay  people.  Lionel, 
929-0564. 

Federation  of  American  and 
Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT) -Toronto,  519 
Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre, M4Y  2C9.  625-2185. 
Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o 
CYSF,  105  Central  Sq,  York 
University,  4700  Keele  St, 
Downsview,  ON  M3J  1P3. 
667-2515. 

Gay  Asians  Toronto,  Box 
752,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6. 
Gay  Association  of  Maritim- 
ers  in  Toronto,  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  Support  group 
for  Maritimers  moving  to 
Toronto. 

Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  519 
Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre, M4Y  2C9.  Phoneline: 
243-5494,  7-10  pm,  seven 
days  a  week.  Free  face-to-face 
counselling  service,  Thursdays 
7-10  pm. 

Gay  Christian  Counselling 
Service.  Professional  counsel- 
ling, individual  and  couple, 
for  gay  men,  lesbians  and 
families  of  gays.  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of  Toron- 
to. For  appt:  536-2848. 
Gay  Community  Appeal  of 
Toronto,  Box  2212,  Stn  P, 
M5S  2T2.  869-3036.  Fund- 
raising  for  gay  and  lesbian 
community  projects. 
Gay  Community  Calendar. 
Call  923-GAYS  (9234297). 
Box  8,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  24-hour  recorded 
message  of  weekly  events.  To 
get  info  listed  call  656-0372 
between  7-10  pm  Mondays. 
Gay  Community  Dance 
Committee  (GCDC),  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4. 
Organizes  community  fund- 
raising  dances. 

Gay  Courtwatch,  Room  337, 
Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and 
Bay).  362-6928.  Monitors 
gay-related  cases  and  provides 
legal  assistance. 
Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto, 
Box  187,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L5. 
Phoneline:  364-4164,  Mon- 
Fri,  7-10  pm. 

Gay  Liberation  Against  the 
Right  Everywhere 
(GLARE),  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T  2N7. 

Gay  SIG,  Drawer  C622,  c/o 
The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  Group  of 
gay  members  of  MENSA  in 
Canada. 

Gay  Self-Defence  Group, 
2l5DanforthAve,  N°  4, 
M4K  IN2.  466-6020.  Organ- 
izes courses  in  self-defence  in 
and  out  of  Toronto. 
Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T, 
c/o  SAC  Office,  12  Hart 
House  Circle,  University  of 
Toronto,  M5S  1A1.  Info: 
Chris  (964-0701)  or  Eldon 
(927-8866). 

Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Health 
Care,  Box  6973,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X7.920-GLHC.  Gay 
men  and  lesbians  working  and 
training  in  health-care  delivery 
and  research. 
GayfLesbian  Action  for 
Disarmament  (GLAD),  Box 
5794,  Stn  A,  M5W  IP2. 
921-1938. 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  598A 
Yongc  St,  2nd  floor, 
M5Y2A6.  9614161.  Mon 
10-8;  Tue-Wed  10-6;  Thurs- 
Fri  10-9;  Sat  10-6;  Sun  12-6. 
Glad  Day  Defence  Fund, 
648A  YongeSt,  M4Y2A6. 
9614161. 

Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men, 
556  Church  St,  2nd  fl, 
M4Y  2E3.  922-0603.  VD  in- 
fo, testing  and  treatment. 
Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm; 
Tues,  Thurs,  10  am-3  pm; 
Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  10  am-2  pm. 
Bath  clinics  every  Wed  even- 
ing at  The  Club  and  Roman's. 


THE  BEST  PLACE 

TO  STAY  IN 

BOSTON 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 

atmosphere  and  for  less  than 

half  the  major  hotels  Our 

rates: 

$2 9 -$50    Per  ni8nt 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 

OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 

617-267-2262 


"If  you  can't 

be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country... 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thiiji  or 
■  two  about  making  you  welcome. 

A  unique,  private  and  informal 
home  for  those  who  like  comfort, 
but  prefer  not  to  pay  luxury  priced. 
100K  r*6%th-west  of  Toronto; 
WeMl  be  gfed  to  send  further  infor- 
mation.     %  /  wA\ 


Rill  House  Farm 

Creemore,  Ontario 

416-231-7650 


THIS  RESTAURANT  AT  CHURCH  &  WELLESLEY 

(ITALIAN  STYLE  BISTRO)  OFFERS  A  PIANO  LOUNGE 

WITH  AN  INTIMATE  AND  FRIENDLY  ATMOSPHERE 

LICENSED  UNDER  LLBO 


MONDAYS  IN  MAY—  MAY  20  &  27 

IT'S  JAZZ  WITH  SARA  HAMILTON 

&  DAVID  &  TONIGHT'S  BAND 

FROM  9  PM  TO  CLOSING 


APPEARING  MAY  19 
TAMMY  PARISIANNE 


APPEARING  MAY  23-26 

MAY30-JUNE2 

REDMOND  &YORKE 


APPEARING  JUNE  11-15 
MATTSEGRIF 


SUNDAY  BRUNCH  NOON  —  3:30pm 

WIIHlll) 


LETTER  FROM 


MONTREAL 

DougJanoff* 

Coming  out 
of  hibernation 

An  Orientalist  once  said  that  Montreal  is  one  of 
the  few  feminine  cities  in  North  America.  This 
yin  energy,  hibernating  for  so  many  months  deep 
within  the  city's  wintry  womb,  is  surging  down 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Royal,  driving  people  out  of 
the  smoke-filled  clubs  and  cafes  on  St  Denis,  and 
onto  the  smoke-filled  terrasses. 

The  Bud's  case  continues.  More  than  20  peo- 
ple charged  with  being  found  in  a  common 
bawdyhouse  were  to  meet  to  discuss  the  trial  on 
May  23.  The  Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais 
du  Quebec  (ADGQ)  has  been  providing  legal 
assistance.Meanwhile,  another  ADGQ  sub-com- 
mittee has  been  formed  to  offer  assistance  to  a 


Queenly  array  of  talent:  May  5  Cafe 
Commun  AIDS  benefit  emcee  Ken  Morrison 

new  group  of  accused:  25  men  were  arrested  at 
Club  Sociale  485  April  12  on  found-in  and  gross 
indecency  charges.  An  eyewitness  said  40  police- 
men stormed  the  club  at  2  am  and  tore  down  a 
full-length  nude  poster  on  the  washroom  door  to 
provide  a  fitting  backdrop  for  police  photos. 

MARC-ARMS,  the  Montreal  AIDS  Resources 
Committee,  will  be  getting  some  badly  needed 
summer  help.  Thanks  to  a  federal  government 
employment  grant,  three  students  have  been 
hired  to  increase  AIDS  awareness  here. 

A  queenly  array  of  talent  helped  raise  $150  for 
the  AIDS  Conference  at  the  Cafe  Commun  May 
5.  Organizer  Glen  Watts  said  the  idea  began  as  a 
birthday  party  and  blossomed  into  a  hilarious 
evening  of  song  and  dance.  Emcee  Ken  Morrison 
provided  a  1980s  rendition  of  the  song  "It  Ain't 
Necessarily  So." 

//  ain  t  necessarily  so 
It  ain  7  necessarily  so 

The  hate  made  in  headlines 
the/ear  made  in  by-lines 
It  ain  7  necessarily  so. 

Oh,  Harry  he  worked  in  a  bank 

Oh,  Harry  he  worked  in  a  bank 

A  closet  professional 

Till  police  raid  confessional 

Oh,  Harry  he  jumped  from  the  bank. 

To  stay  out  of  trouble 
Make  use  qf  the  bubble 
Play  tqfit,  bloodless  and  free 
Give  wo)  t"  your  passion 
Let  art  be  vow  ration 

H'llh  d(H-lor\  and  Vitamin  I 


I'm  preachin '  this  sermon  to  show 

That  it  ain  7  necessarily 

Ain  7  necessarily,  ain  7  necessarily  so. 

Other  performances  included  theatre  improvisa- 
tion, poetry,  two  original  versions  of  "Some- 
where Over  the  Rainbow,"  and  the  startling  con- 
fessions of  Yako,  alias  Lucette  Ouelette. 

The  First  National  Conference  on  AIDS,  held 
here  May  10  to  12,  was  an  historic  event.  But  few 
people  know  the  difficulties  that  organizers  had 
to  face.  Conference  organizer  Rick  Burzynski, 
who  worked  full-time  on  it  since  January,  said 
that  the  biggest  challenges  facing  MARC-ARMS 
were  time  and  money.  The  whole  thing  had  to  be 
pulled  off  on  a  $10,000  grant  from  Health  and 
Welfare  Canada.  The  Quebec  government  didn't 
give  a  penny.  Even  photocopying  was  done  at 
various  government  offices  on  the  sly.  Despite  the 
national  focus,  there  was  no  money  to  pay  travel 
expenses  for  out-of-province  delegates. 

But  the  biggest  disappointment,  according  to 
Rick,  was  the  lack  of  support  in  the  Quebec  gay 
community.  A  few  weeks  before  the  conference, 
he  went  to  a  well-known  bar  just  off  St  Denis.  I 
wouldn't  exactly  say  it's  an  intellectual  bar,  but 
it's  one  of  the  few  places  where  Montreal  gays  can 
see  each  other  and  don't  have  to  scream  at  each 
other  to  be  heard.  Rick  wanted  to  put  up  a  poster. 
The  owner  refused,  saying,  "I  don't  put  up  pos- 
ters of  people  starving  in  Ethiopia,  why  should  I 
put  up  a  poster  about  AIDS?"  The  owner  was 
apologetic,  said  Rick,  but  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  bad  for  business:  after  all,  people  go  out 
to  bars  to  enjoy  themselves  and  to  forget  about 
problems  like  AIDS.  • 

Douglas  Janoff  will  be  writing  regularly  for  The  Body 
Politic  from  Montreal. 
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ed  on  the  terrible  tragedy  of  AIDS.  This  tragedy 
has  become  a  very  personal  one  for  me  with  the 
recent  death  from  AIDS  of  the  brother  of  one  of 
my  dearest  friends."  Carney  also  noted  the  need 
"to  end  personal  and  official  discrimination." 

The  grant  is  being  made  by  the  regional  office 
of  the  health  department's  Health  Promotion  Di- 
rectorate, which  has  not  yet  committed  itself  to  a 
specific  sum.  The  funds  will  come  out  of  the 
Health  Promotion  Contributions  Programme 
and  will  be  given  over  a  two-year  period.  AIDS 
Vancouver  Chairperson  Gordon  Price  hopes  for 
at  least  $250,000.  Price  says  he  is  "elated"  over 
the  finding,  but  cautions  that  the  allocation  has 
been  "approved  in  principle"  only,  saying  that 
the  federal  money  is  contingent  upon  funding 
from  the  City  of  Vancouver. 

But  Darryl  Sturtevant,  health  promotion  act- 
ing regional  director,  says  there  is  no  plan  to 
make  federal  funding  conditional  upon  addition- 
al money  from  the  city,  acknowledging  only  the 
the  city's  contribution  is  "part  of  the  context"  in 
which  details  of  the  federal  financing  will  be 
worked  out. 

Price  says  the  money  will  be  used  by  AIDS 
Vancouver  to  provide  information  and  heighten 
public  awareness  of  AIDS,  to  run  support  services 
for  people  with  AIDS  and  to  help  build  a  network 
of  concerned  organizations.  He  targets  June  I  as 
the  startup  date  for  expanded  activity  in  these 
areas.  However.  Sturtevant  said  he  was  "looking 
at  July  I"  as  the  beginning  of  the  grant  period. 

The  funding  comes  at  a  critical  time  for  AIDS 
Vancouver,  according  to  Price.  Responding  to 
the  increasing  number  of  people  with  AIDS  and 
PI  s  in  the  Vancouver  area  has  broughl  the  over- 
worked staff  of  the  organization  to  the  brink  of 
burn-out.  NeUPomn  • 
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Hassle-Free  Clinic  — 
Women,  556  Church  Si.  2nd 
n.  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free 
medical  clinic.  Birth  control 
and  gynecological  info.  VD 
and  pregnane)'  testing,  abor- 
tion counselling  and  referrals. 
Hours:  Mon.  Wed.  Fri,  10 
am-3  pm:  Tues,  Thur,  4  pm- 
8  pm.  Call  ahead. 
Integrity/Toronto,  Box  873, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  Pastoral 
ministry  for  gay  and  lesbian 
Anglicans  and  friends. 
593-6217.  Chaplains  available 
for  pastoral  counselling. 
International  Gay  Associa- 
tion (Toronto),  c/o  Toronto 
Gay  Community  Council  (see 
below). 

International  Women's  Day 
Committee,  Box  70,  Stn  F. 
M4Y2L4.  789-4541.  Indepen- 
dent socialist-feminist 
organization. 
Judy  Garland  Memorial 
Bowling  League.  Info:  bulle- 
tin boards  in  bars,  or  write 
c/o  the  Toronto  Sports 
Alliance  (see  below).  Sept- 
May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 
evenings);  also  summer 
league. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic 
Society,  c/o  SAC,  12  Hart 
House  Circle,  UofT, 
M5S  1A1. 533-0674  (Linda) 
or  924-6414  (Alexandra). 
Lesbian  and  Gay  History 
Group  of  Toronto,  Box  639, 
Stn  A.  M5W  IC2.  961-7338. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
Committee.  Box  793,  Stn  Q. 
M4T  2N7.  Organizes  annual 
summer  celebration. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth 
Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre, 
M4Y  2C9. 

Lesbian  Incest  Survivors 
Support  Group,  Info: 
964-7477  (Rape  Crisis 
Centre). 

Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund.  Box  38,  Sin  E, 
M6H4EI.  465-6822. 
Lesbian  Phoneline,  Box  70, 
Sin  F,  M4Y  2L4.  960-3249. 
Tues  7:30-10:30  pm.  Record- 
ed message  other  limes. 
Speakers  available. 
Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 
Box  6597,  Sin  A.  M5W  1X4. 
Info:  Michelle  al  789-4541  or 
Debbie  at  964-7477.  Speakers 
for  myih-shallering  seminars 
and  workshops  about 
lesbians. 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right, 
Box  6579,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Lesbian-feminist  political 
action  group. 

Lesbians  of  Colour,  Polit- 
ical/social group.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o 
Edward  Schlauch.  980  Broad- 
view Ave,  Apt  2309, 
M4K  3Y I.  Support  and  fel- 
lowship for  gay  and  lesbian 
Lutherans  and  iheir  friends 
Meets  Island  3rd  Wed  of 
month. 

Metamorphosis,  Box  5963. 
Sin  A,  M5W  I P4.  Transsex- 
ual counselling  and  services. 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Toronto,  730 
BathurstSl,  M5S2R4 
536-2848.  An  ecumenical 
Christian  church  for  all  people 
with  a  special  ministry  lo  gay 
community 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Caucus,  Box 
792.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N7. 
964-1049. 

Notso  Amazon  Softball 
League.  All-lesbian  recreation 
league.  Info:  967-7440  or 
466-9341. 

Osgoode  Gay/Lesbian  Cau- 
cus, York  University.  4700 
Keele  St.  Downswew. 
M3J  2R5.  532-2443  (Peter)  or 
463-4721  (Shelley). 
Out  and  Out  Club,  Box  331. 
Stn  F.M4Y2L7.  927-0970. 
Outdoor  activities  for  gay 
people. 


Parents  and  Friends  of  Les- 
bians and  Gays  Toronto,  52 
Roxaline  St,  Weslon  ON 
M9T  2Y9.  Info:  Pauline  Mar- 
tin at  244-2105. 
Pink  Turf  Soccer  League,  c/o 
Drawer  F9,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X9. 

Pool  Bar  League.  Info  at 
most  bars,  or  write  c/o  Toron- 
to Sports  Alliance  (below). 
Queen  of  Hearts.  Organizing 
group  for  gay  Filipino  beauty 
pageant.  Dario,  759-3788,  or 
Alfredo,  461-2800. 
Right  to  Privacy  Commit- 
tee (RTPq,  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  Defence  committee 
for  gays  arrested  under  baw- 
dyhouse  laws.  Cheques  or 
charges  payable  to:  Harriet 
Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC.  Info: 
961-8046  or  362-2877.  Also 
runs  Courtwatch  (362-6928). 
Riverdale  Curling  League. 
Write  c/o  Toronto  Sports  Alli- 
ance (below). 
Riverdale  Volleyball 
League.  Sept-April  season. 
Info  at  Buddy's  bar,  or  write 
c/o  Toronto  Sports  Alliance 
(below). 

Rotators  Curling  League. 
Write  c/o  Toronto  Sports  Alli- 
ance (below). 

Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men.  For  meeting  dates  call 
923-GAYS. 

Salukis.  All-lesbian  Softball 
team.  Box  6597,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X4.  964-7477. 
Sexual  Compulsives  Anony- 
mous. Discussion  group  to 
deal  with  addiction  to  imper- 
sonal sex.  206  St  Clair  Ave 
W.  M4V  IR2.  Confidentiality 
assured. 

The  Sisters  of  Perpetual  In- 
dulgence, Drawer  OPI,  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson 
Women's  Centre,  SURPI,  380 
Victoria  St.  M5B  I W7.  Ryer- 
son women's  radio  show  col- 
lective. Lesbian  and  feminist 
music,  interviews  and  an- 
nouncements. Sundays  at 
noon.  CKLN-FM  88.1.  To 
place  announcements,  call 
598-9838. 

Spouses  of  Gays,  206  St  Clair 
AveW,  M4V  I R2.  920-5546 
(Caryn  Miller). 
Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG), 
Box  6706.  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5. 
964-6600.  Free  peer  counsell- 
ing and  info  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Mon-Fri,  7  pm- 
10  pm. 

Toronto  Counselling  Centre 
for  Lesbians  and  Gays,  105 
Carlton  St.  4th  fl,  MSB  IM2. 
977-2153.  Tues,  Wed,  Thurs, 
6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional 
counselling  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or 
drop  in. 

Toronto  Gay  Community 
Council,  105  Carlton  St,  4th 
fl,  M5B  IM2.  Umbrella  or- 
ganization of  lesbian  and  gay 
groups.  Forum  for  sharing  in- 
formation and  discussing  pol- 
itical strategies. 
Toronto  Historical  Bowling 
Society.  Sept-May  season; 
Tues,  Wed,  Fri  and  Sat  even- 
ings, and  Sun  afternoon.  Also 
summer  league.  Info: 
423-5955,  or  write  100-2 
Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2. 
Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance 
of  the  Deaf,  Box  671,  Stn  F, 
M4V  2N6. 

Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre, 
Box  6597,  Sin  A.  M5W  1X4. 
Crisis  line:  964-8080.  Business 
line:  964-7477.  Info,  self-de 
fence  courses. 
Toronto  Sports  Alliance, 
Box  IM3,StnF.M4Y2T8. 
Toronto  Women's  Book- 
store. 73  Harbord  St, 
M5S  IC4.  922-8744. 


Tri-Aid  Charitable  Founda- 
tion, 8  Irwin  Ave,  M4Y  IK9. 
Gay  youth,  streetwork,  park- 
watch,  public  education, 
agency  consultations. 
University  of  Toronto  Sex 
Ed  Centre,  c/o  Office  of  Ad- 
missions. 315  Bloor  St  W.  Rm 
107,  M5S  1  A3.  Devonshire  & 
Bloor,  behind  Admissions 
Bldg.  978-3977.  Sex  counsell- 
ing for  U  of  T  campus.  Spon- 
sors gay  men's  discussion 
groups.  Gay  counsellors 
available  Tuesdays  on  request. 
Women's  Independent 
Thought!  (WITZ).  Group  for 
exchange  of  ideas  and  creative 
endeavours.  768-9496  or 
536-3162. 

Women's  Media  Alliance, 
c/o  940  Queen  St  E, 
M4M  IJ7.  Phyllis  Waugh, 
466-8840. 

Womyn  Out  Doors 
(WOODS).  Women-identified 
women  sharing  outdoor  skills 
and  experiences.  Outings, 
workshops  and  trips.  Box 
462,  Stn  P,  M5S  2S9. 
Zami.  Support/political/social 
group  for  black  and  West  In- 
dian lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meeting  every  Thurs,  8  pm,  at 
519  Church  St.  Info:  c/o  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

Windsor 

Area  code:  519 

Lesbian/Gay  Community 
Service  Group,  Box  7002, 
N9C3Y6.  9734951,  Wed-Fri, 
8-10  pm  (recorded  message  at 
other  times).  Meets  monthly 
at  downtown  Public  Library 
(downstairs).  All  other  Wind- 
sor groups  may  be  contacted 
through  LGCSG. 
Lesbian/Gay  Students  on 
Campus.  Meets  irregularly  at 
the  University  of  Windsor. 
Lesbian/Gay  Youth  Group. 
Meets  twice  monthly. 
Closets  are  for  Clothes. 
Weekly  radio  show,  Sundays 
at  noon.  CJAM,  91.5  FM. 


QUEBEC 

IH  EPHONE  AREA  CODES  VARV 

Brome 

The  Capables.  Support  group 
for  bisexual  men.  Contact 
through  Gay  Info  in 
Montreal. 

Charlevoix 

Area  code:  418 
Association  pour  les  droits 
des  gais  de  Charlevoix,  CP 
724,  Clermont,  GOT  ICO. 
439-2080. 

Hull 

Area  code:  819 

Association  gaie  de  I'ouest 
quebecois.CP  1215,  succ  B, 
J8X  3X7.778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

Area  code:  819 

Students  Against  Homo- 
phobia. Box  1394.  Bishop's 
Univerily,  JIM  ZAI. 

Montreal 

Area  code:  514 

Affirm/Affirmer,  a/s  United 
Theological  College,  3521 
University,  H3A  2A9.  Gays 
in  (he  United  Church. 
Aide  aux  transsexuels  du 
Quebec.  CP  363.  succC, 
H2J4K3.  521-9302. 
Aime-toi(AA).65l8,  rueSt- 
Vallier.  II2S2P7.  524-5821. 
For  gay  and  lesbian 
alcoholics. 

Alternatives,  3440  chemin  de 
la  Cote-des-Neigcs,  H2J  1L2. 
For  gay  male  drug  abusers. 
Les  Archives  gaies  du 
Quebec,  c/o  Sortie,  Box  232, 
StnC.  H2L4KI. 


Association  communautaire 
homosexuelle  de  I'Univer- 
site  de  Montreal,  pavilion 
Lionel-Groulx,  3200  Jean- 
Brillant,  local  1267, 
H3T  1N8.  342-9236  (Jean- 
Pierre). 

Association  des  peres  gais 
de  Montreal.  CP  667,  Succ 
N,  H2X3M4.  932-0061. 
Association  pour  les  droits 
des  gais  du  Quebec 
(ADGQ),  CP  36,  succ  C, 
H2L4J7.  Office:  263  est  rue 
Ste-Catherine.  843-8671. 
Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm.. 
Association  des  bonnes  gens 
sourdes,  CP  764,  succ  R, 
H2J  3M4. 

Atelier  de  theatre  gai, 
Cegep  Rosemont,  6400  I6e 
Ave,  local  A-418  (Michel 
Breton). 

The  Capables,  c/o  Gay  Info, 
support  group  for  bisexual 
men.  Meets  second  Wed  of 
month,  3237,  rue  Sl-Antoine. 
Collectif  d'intervention 
communautaire  aupres  des 
gais  (CICAGLCP  29,  succ 
Victoria,  H3Z  2V4.  484-2602. 
Le  Collectif  du  triangle 
rose,  c/o  Librairie  I'An- 
drogyne. 

Cornice  gai-e  du  Cegep  du 
Vieux-Montreal,  255  est,  On- 
tario, H2X  3M8.  Mon,  6  pm. 
Communaute  homophile 
chretienne,  Centre  Newman, 
3484  rue  Peel,  H3A  1W8. 
382-8467.  For  Catholics. 
Contact-t-nous,  861-6753. 
Venereal  disease  treatment. 
Cote  a  Cote,  gay  couples 
group,  c/o  Gay  Info. 
Cote  a  Cote,  Radio  centre- 
ville  CINQ  (102,3  FM). 
288-1601.  Mon,  4  pm. 
Dignity  Montreal  Dignite, 
Newman  Centre,  3484  Peel 
St,  H3A  1W8.  392-67 11.  For 
gay  Catholics  and  friends. 
Mon,  7:30  pm. 
Eglise  Communautaire  de 
Montreal/  Montreal  Com- 
munity Church,  CP  610, 
succNDG,  H4A  3R1. 
489-7845. 

Federation  canadienne  des 
transsexuels  pour  le 
Quebec,  16  rue  Viau,  Vaud- 
reuil  J7V  1A7. 
Femmes  gaies  de  McGill, 
3480,  rue  McTavish, 
H3A  1X9.  392-8920. 
Gai-ecoute  (hommes), 
843-5652.  Wed-Sat,  7-1  lpm. 
Gay  Fathers  of  Montreal, 
c/o  Gay  Info. 

Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal 
Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3465  Peel 
Street,  H3A  I XI.  842-8576. 
General  practice,  Mon-Fri, 
9-5  pm;  open  until  8  pm  Mon 
&  Fri  only.  Closed  daily 
12:30-1 :30  pm. 
Gaylnfo,  CPII64,  succH, 
H3G  2NI.  933-2395,  Thurs- 
Sat,  7-10:30  pm.  Recorded 
message  other  times. 
Counselling  and  information. 
Gay  Physicians  of  Mon- 
trealfLes  medecins  gai(e)s 
de  Montreal,  a/s  2151,  rue 
Lincoln,  N°  20,  H2H  1J2. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Social  Ser- 
vices, 5  rue  Weredale  Pk, 
Westmount  H3Z  IY5. 
937-9581. 

Gayline,  c/o  Gay  Social  Ser- 
vices Project,  5  rue  Weredale 
Pk,  Westmount,  H3Z  IY5. 
931-5330  (women),  Thurs  and 
Sat,  7- 1  lpm;  93 1 -8668 
(men),  7  days  a  week,  7-11 
pm.  Info  and  counselling  in 
English. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Mc- 
Gill, 3480  rue  McTavish,  lo- 
cal 417,  H3A  1X9.392-8912. 
Le  Goeland  (AA),  4652  rue 
Jeanne-Mancc.  728-3228.  For 
lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics. 
Groupe  de  discussion  pour 
lesbiennes.  5  Weredale  Park. 
H3Z  IY5.  932-9581  (Joanne 
Stilt). 

Groupe  pour  lesbiennes 
alcooliques  (AA),  6517  rue 
Si-Denis. 


Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans 
and  their  friends.  Box  562, 
Verdun  H4G  3E4.  766-9623. 
Jeunesse  Lambda  Youth,  c/o 
The  Yellow  Door,  3625  rue 
Aylmer,  2nd  fl,  H2X  2C3. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of 
Concordia,  c/o  CUSA,  Con- 
cordia University,  1455  boul 
de  Maisonneuve  ouest, 
H3G  IM8.  879-8406.  Office: 
rm  307,  2070  MacKay,  open 
1-4  pm  weekdays.  Meetings 
Thurs  at  4  pm  in  rm  H-333-6. 
Lesbiennes  a  I'ecoute, 
843-5661.  CP  36,  SuccC, 
H2L4J7.  Wed-Sat,  7-1  lpm. 
Librairie  I'Androgyne,  3642 
boul  St  Laurent,  2nd  fl, 
H2X  2V4.  842-4765. 
Ligue  Lambda  Inc.  CP701, 
succ  N,  H2X  2N2.  526-1967 
(Claude)  or  523-8026 
(Donald).  Sports  group. 
Live  and  Let  Live, 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  group 
for  gay  men  and  women. 
Tues,  7:30  pm,  Rm  210,  5 
Weredale  Park. 
Naches  (gay  and  lesbian 
Jews),  CP  298,  succ  H, 
H3G  2K8.  844-0863  or 
488-0849.  Meets  at  (he  Yellow 
Door,  3625  Aylmer  St,  Tues 
at  8  pm. 

Paralleled  Lesbiennes  et 
Gais,  radio  programme,  Mon 
I9h30,  CIBL-mf,  104,5.  1691 
Pie  IX,  local  402,  HIV  2C3, 
526-1489,  526-5387. 
Parents  and  Families  of 
Gays,  c/o  Gay  Info. 
Productions  88,  CP  188,  succ 
C,  H2L4K1. 
Reunion  des  associations 
gaies  et  lesbiennes  a  Mon- 
treal (RAGLAM).  Box  936, 
StnH,H3GSM9. 
Services  communautaires 
pour  lesbiennes  et  gais  du 
Centre  des  services  sociaux 
Ville-Marie,  5  Weredale 
Park,  Westmount,  H3Z  1Y5. 
937-9581  (Joanne  Stitt). 
Service  Jeunesse,  for  those 
25  and  under,  meets  every 
Sal,  8-10  pm  at  263  est,  rue 
Ste-Catherine. 

Travesties  a  Montreal,  sup- 
port for  transvestites.  c/o  Gay 
Info. 

United  Church  Gays  and 
Lesbians  in  QuebedL.es  Gais 
et  Lesbiennes  de  I'Eglise 
Unie  au  Quebec,  c/o  United 
Theological  College,  3521 
University  St,  H3A  2A9. 
392-6711. 

Vivre  Gai(e)  (AA),  Si  Jean 
Anglican  Church,  110,  eslSte 
Catherine,  H2X  IZ6. 
733-0757. 

Quebec 

Area  code:  4 1 8 

Centre  homophile  d'aide  et 

de  liberation,  175  Prince- 

Edouard,GlR4M8. 

523-4997. 

Groupe  gai  de  I'Universite 

Uval,  CP  2500,  Pavilion 

Lemieux,  Cite  universilaire, 

Ste-Foy,GlK7P4. 

Ligue  Mardi-Gai,  529-6973 

(Jean  Claude  Roy). 

Sherbrooke 

Area  code:  819 

L'Association  pour 
I'epanouissement  de  la 
communaute  gaie  de 
I'Estrie,  CP294,  J1H5JI. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODE:  S06 

Fredericton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and 

Gays,  Box  1556,  Stn  A, 
E3B  5G2.  457-2156.  Meets 
2nd  Wed  of  month. 

Moncton 

Gais  et  Lesbiennes  de  Monc- 
ton, CP  7102,  Riverview, 
E1B  1VO. 

Saint  John 

Archives  for  the  Protection 
of  Gay  History  and  Litera- 
ture. Box  6368,  Stn  A, 
E2L  4R8. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Organiza- 
tion —  Saint  John  (LAGO- 
SJ),  Box  6494,  Stn  A,  St 
John,  E2L  4R9. 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord, 

Box  990,  Caribou,  Maine 
04736  USA.  Serving  Western 
NB  and  Northern  Maine 
(Madawaska/Victoria/ 
Carlton,  NB;  Temiscouata, 
Quebec;  and  Aroostook, 
Maine).  Gay  phoneline:  (207) 
896-5888. 


NOVA    SCOTIA 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODE:  902 

Halifax 

Gay  Alliance  for  Equality 
Inc,  Box  361 1,  South  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  429-4294. 
Gay  Health  Association. 

Box  1013,  Stn  M.B3JSX1. 
Gayline.  423-1389,  Box  3611, 
South  Sin,  B3J  3K6.  Thurs- 
Sat,  7-10  pm.  Info,  referrals 
and  peer  counselling. 
Live  and  Let  Live  Group, 
for  gay  alcoholics.  Phone  or 
write  GAE. 

Rumours  (gay  community 
centre),  1586  Granville  St, 
423-6814.  Write:  Box  361 1, 
South  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 
Sparrow  (gay  and  lesbian 
Christians  and  friends),  c/o 
Box  3611,  Soulh  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm. 
425-6967. 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

Ttl  EPHONE  AREA  CODE:  709 

Provincial 

Gay  Association  in  New- 
foundland, Box  1364,  StnC, 
St  John's,  A1C5N5. 


Network's  listing  of  publications 
of  special  interest  to  gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  appear  in  a  future  issue. 


340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 


iKITCHENERl 

The  Kitchener-Waterloo 

Gay  Media  Collective 

presents 

an  evening  with 

Buddies  in  Bad  Times  Theatre 

•  Poetry  and  Play  Readings 

with  artistic  director  Sky  Gilbert 

•  Love  for  a  Stranger 

A  complete  and  unabridged 
video/drag  performance.  An 
intense  story  of  love  outside  of 
marriage  .  .  . 

•  A  licensed  social   ...  a  chance 
to  meet  the  actors 

Thursday,  June  13,  1985 

Victoria  Park  Pavilion 

Kitchener  8:00  pm 

Call  (519)  579-3325  for  tickets  and 
info. 
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Peru:  flexing  new  muscle 


Tourists  may  still  imagine 
the  timeless  exoticism  of 
the  Andes,  but  for  gay 
Peruvians,  reality  is  a 
struggle  for  democracy 
and  social  change  in  a 
modern,  complex  and 
troubled  society. 


Scratch  most  North  Americans'  image  of 
Peru  and  the  stately  soaring  peaks  of 
Macchu  Picchu  are  likely  to  poke  through  the 
fog,  followed  by  llamas  and  chubby  red-faced 
women  in  bowler  hats.  Lima,  which  is  home  to  a 
full  third  of  the  country's  twenty  million  people, 
is  a  place  on  a  map  but  the  modern  bustling  city 
has  not  etched  itself  on  the  tourist  imagination, 
with  its  preference  for  the  timeless  and  exotic. 

The  Spartacus  gay  guide,  while  listing  17 
Lima  bars,  four  hotels  and  five  baths,  tells  us  that 
"homosexuality  is  legal  from  the  age  of  18  but 
not  accepted  very  well....  The  tiny  gay  scene  is 
almost  totally  in  Lima  and  even  that  relies  heavily 
on  outside  cruising...  don't  expect  much." 

What  the  travel  posters  fail  to  show  and  the  gay 
guide  neglects  to  mention  is  that  Peru  is  a  country 
with  some  of  the  worst  rural  and  urban  poverty  in 
South  America.  And  it  is  a  country  where  dozens 
of  groups — from  Quechua-  and  Aymara-speak- 
ing  Indian  peasants,  to  urban  slum  dwellers,  tea- 
chers, students,  labour  and  an  increasingly  vocal 
women's  movement  —  have  been  developing 
and  flexing  their  political  muscle  over  the  last 
decade  in  a  struggle  for  social  change. 

Among  these  groups  is  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  A  group  of  young  gay  artists  and  in- 
tellectuals first  began  meeting  informally  in  Lima 
in  the  late  Seventies.  "We  began  to  ask  ourselves 
questions,  share  experiences,  problems  and 
friendship,"  recounts  a  participant.  "We 
thought  of  getting  other  people  involved  but  that 
didn't  start  to  come  together  until  1981  when  for- 
mal study  groups  and  discussions  were  set  up.  We 
focused  on  our  identity  and  looked  a  lot  at  differ- 
ent sexual  definitions  and  classifications.  We 
thought  about  doing  a  manifesto  for  people  in 
general  and  homosexuals,  but  nothing  came  of 
it." 

The  following  year,  1 982,  another  attempt  was 
being  made  to  set  up  an  organization  when  police 
raided  El  Perseo,  a  gay  disco.  More  than  a  hun- 
dred people  were  illegally  detained. 

The  fledgling  group,  which  called  itself  Movi- 
mento  Homosexual  de  Lima  (MHOL),  issued  a 
statement  of  protest.  The  press  picked  up  on  the 
issue.  The  police  were  on  the  defensive  and  issued 
their  own  press  release,  charging  drug  abuse  and 
corruption  of  minors.  MHOL  countered  with  a 
major  publicity  coup.  The  country's  largest 
newspaper,  La  Republica,  published  a  special 
supplement  on  homosexuality  featuring  a  discus- 
sion of  gay  liberation,  interviews  with  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  MHOL's  manifesto. 

The  group  then  turned  its  attention  to  the  gay 
community.  The  manifesto  was  distributed  in 


Bustling  Lima:  more  than  Macchu  Picchu,  llamas  and  chubby  women  in  bowler  hats 


meeting  places  along  with  a  questionnaire  to  give 
the  group  a  picture  of  those  who  saw  themselves 
as  gay.  Contacts  were  also  made  with  lesbian  and 
gay  organizations  around  the  world.  Things  fal- 
tered when  lesbian  members  withdrew  to  take 
their  time  in  deciding  whether  their  priority 
should  be  the  gay  movement  or  the  women's 
movement,  but  by  mid  1984  many  lesbians  had 
returned.  Articles  were  published  in  different  city 
papers.  A  gay  sports  commission  set  up  volley- 
ball teams,  and  theatre  presentations  were  organ- 
ized. Finally,  one  of  the  country's  four  major  po- 
litical blocks,  the  United  Left  Coalition,  was  con- 
vinced to  include  lesbian  and  gay  rights  in  its  plat- 
form for  last  April's  presidential  elections. 


While  Peruvian  lesbians  and  gay  men  look  to 
their  brothers  and  sisters  in  North  America,  Eur- 
ope, and  Latin  America  for  support,  they  are 
aware  that  their  movement  can  never  be  a  carbon 
copy  of  gay  liberation  here.  For  one  thing,  Peru 
only  returned  to  civilian  government  in  1980, 
after  twelve  years  of  military  rule. 

"In  the  developed  countries,  since  respect  for 
human  and  civil  rights  has  been  at  least  partially 
achieved,  the  gay  movement  can  concentrate  on 
improving  the  quality  of  life,"  explains  a  MHOL 
discussion  paper.  "In  Countries  like  Peru  where 
democracy  is  for  the  most  part  something  that 
must  be  fought  for  and  built,  the  gay  movement 
will  acquire  different  characteristics. 


"  Peru  is  a  country  of  deep  socioeconomic  dif- 
ferences where  a  minority  bases  its  domination 
on  economic  privilege,  on  ethnic  and  cultural  op- 
pression of  the  Indian  and  Mestizo  majority,  on 
discrimination  against  women,  and  on  homo- 
phobia. Women  have  only  been  able  to  vote  since 
1956,  people  illiterate  in  Spanish  (mostly  Que- 
chua and  Aymara  speaking  Indians),  only  since 
1980." 

Over  the  last  30  years,  first  the  peasants,  then 
workers  and  students  and  finally  teachers,  intel- 
lectuals, slum  dwellers  and  women  have  devel- 
oped many  forms  of  independent  organization  to 
defend  their  rights  and  overcome  the  injustices 
they  face.  Part  of  this  process,  the  consolidation 
of  the  feminist  movement,  led  to  the  first  de- 
mands for  sexual  freedom  and  a  questioning  of 
sexual  roles  which  laid  the  groundwork  for  the 
gay  movement. 

"We  see  ourselves  as  part  of  the  process  of  ad- 
vancing democracy  which  has  made  our  exis- 
tence possible,"  says  MHOL.  "We  see  ourselves 
in  solidarity  with  the  feminist  movement  and  with 
all  sectors  of  the  population  which  face  ethnic, 
cultural  and  economic  discrimination." 

Such  issues  are  also  important  since  "the  Pe- 
ruvian homosexual  population  tends  to  repro- 
duce the  general  economic  and  ethnic  segregation 
which  divides  the  country.  We  tend  to  reproduce 
the  machismo  and  power  relations  which  charac- 
terize married  life,  even  if  everyone  suffers  dis- 
crimination in  the  long  run." 

The  candidate  of  the  United  Left,  the  only  par- 
ty to  adopt  MHOL's  suggested  gay  rights  policy, 
place  second  after  Alan  Garcia  of  the  social  dem- 
ocratic party  Apray  in  the  April  14  presidential 
elections. 

Garcia  assumed  the  presidency  amid  rumours 
of  another  military  coup  from  the  right  and  in- 
creasing pressure  from  the  peasant-based  guer- 
rilla army  Sendero  Luminoso  on  the  far  left.  Peru 
owes  $18  billion  to  international  creditors,  an  es- 
timated 62%  of  the  population  suffers  from  mal- 
nutrition and  the  once  thriving  middle  class  is  all 
but  disappearing  in  the  economic  squeeze. 

As  in  many  other  Latin  American  countries, 
the  future  of  gay  liberation  in  Peru  will  be  tied  to 
the  success  of  forces  pushing  for  general  social 
change  and  reform  in  the  midst  of  continent-wide 
economic  and  social  turmoil.  • 


Progress,  but  bleak  prospects 

An  international  aids  conference  gets  the  bad  news;  testing  remains  controversial 


More  than  two  thousand  scientists,  doctors, 
health  workers  and  educators  from  30  countries 
gathered  in  Atlanta  for  an  international  confer- 
ence on  AIDS  in  mid-April,  and  although  pro- 
gress is  being  made,  prospects  for  prevention  and 
treatment  still  seem  bleak. 

Dr  Jean  Baptiste  Brunet  of  the  World  Health 
Organization  reported  that  AIDS  has  appeared  in 
every  major  city  in  the  world  and  in  40  countries 
on  five  continents.  Cities  like  Geneva  and  Paris 
now  have  a  similar  rate  of  AIDS  as  Los  Angeles 
(77  per  million  population).  San  Francisco  now 
has  the  highest  per  capita  incidence  at  254  cases 
per  million. 

Probably  the  worst  news  to  come  from  the 
conference  was  a  study  showing  AIDS  may  have 


an  incubation  period  as  long  as  14  years  in  blood 
transfusion  cases.  Although  most  people  infected 
by  the  AIDS  virus  appear  not  to  go  on  to  experi- 
ence the  life-threatening  symptoms  of  full-blown 
AIDS,  they  may  be  more  susceptible  to  cancers 
and  other  diseases  as  they  grow  older. 

Although  US  Health  and  Human  Services  Sec- 
retary Margaret  Heckler  predicted  a  year  ago 
that  an  AIDS  vaccine  could  be  ready  in  two  years, 
researchers  are  now  saying  it  could  take  at  least 
five  years  if  a  vaccine  is  possible  at  all.  Research  is 
underway  on  more  than  a  half  dozen  drugs  which 
show  promise  as  treatment  but  no  "magic  bullet" 
appears  to  be  on  the  horizon.  The  French  drug 
HPA-21  which  many  had  hoped  might  be  a  cure, 
now  shows  side  effects,  and  the  virus's  activity 


resumes  after  treatment  is  discontinued. 

Other  research  confirmed  what  was  previously 
suspected:  that  use  of  poppers  greatly  increases 
the  risk  of  developing  full-blown  AIDS  among 
those  exposed  to  the  virus;  that  those  most  likeh 
to  develop  AIDS  are  those  whose  immune  system 
is  already  weakened  by  drug  abuse,  alcohol, 
smoking  or  chronic  health  problems;  and  that 
anal  intercourse  is  by  far  the  greatest  risk  factor  in 
the  transmission  of  the  virus.  Studies  of  two  small 
Florida  towns  with  an  inexplicably  high  inci- 
dence of  AIDS  >bo  suggest  that  under  certain 
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conditions  the  virus  may  be  transmitted  by  mos- 
quitoes. 

As  the  conference  closed,  a  US  Department  of 
Defense  memo  ordering  civilian  blood  banks  to 
provide  the  names  of  military  donors  who  test 
positive  for  the  AIDS  antibody  was  leaked  to  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter  in  San  Francisco.  Although 
the  military  claims  the  information  is  needed  for 
"medical  evaluation  and  counselling"  only,  gay 
leaders  fear  it  may  be  used  for  other  purposes. 
"This  development  makes  me  very  concerned," 
said  Mitch  Bart,  deputy  executive  director  for  the 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation.  "The  military 
has  a  long  history  of  discharging  people  who  are 
gay.  This  information  could  be  used  in  dischar- 
ges or  in  courts  martial." 

The  Irwin  Memorial  Blood  Bank  in  San  Fran- 
cisco has  already  refused  to  comply  with  the 
order,  but  the  nation's  largest  blood  banks, 
operated  by  the  Red  Cross,  have  so  far  made  no 
comment. 

Controversy  continues  over  policies  for  testing 
for  HTLV-3  in  the  US.  While  California  and 
Massachusetts  have  moved  to  set  up  testing  cen- 
tres, the  Chicago  and  Philadelphia  departments 
of  health  have  written  Secretary  Heckler  to  op- 
pose setting  up  special  test  sites  away  from  the  na- 
tion's blood  banks.  Alternate  test  sites  had  been 
proposed  to  meet  concerns  that  high-risk  individ- 
uals might  give  blood  in  order  to  have  themselves 
tested  free,  and  thereby  endanger  the  blood  sup- 
ply. Chicago  health  commissioner  Lonnie  Ed- 
wards argued  that  since  the  current  test  is  of  little 
use  in  diagnosing  AIDS,  it  should  be  used  only  for 
blood  screening  and  research.  Gay  leaders  have 
complained  that  money  needed  for  research  is 
being  diverted  to  fund  testing  centres. 

While  most  gay  leaders  continue  to  advise  peo- 
ple not  to  take  the  test,  former  National  Gay  Task 
Force  head  Bruce  Voeller  is  encouraging  testing. 
Voeller  argues  that  those  testing  positive  may 
take  added  precautions  that  may  save  lives  and 
reduce  risk  to  others  even  if  a  positive  test  does 
not  necessarily  indicate  a  diaposis  of  AIDS. 

In  Britain  the  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Eq- 
uality (CHE)  is  beginning  a  challenge  to  the  con- 
troversial Public  Health  Act,  which  provides  for 
the  detention  in  hospital  of  AIDS  patients  if,  in  the 
wisdom  of  a  magistrate,  they  are  not  likely  to  take 
proper  precautions. 

CHE  claims  the  portion  of  the  Act  is  illegal  and 
plans  to  raise  questions  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons through  sympathetic  members.  The  group 
is  also  looking  for  a  case  of  abuse  which  they  can 
take  to  court  as  a  test  case.  • 

Getting  in— finally — 
at  Texas  A&M 

A  gay  group  wins  its  nine-year 
fight  to  stay  on  campus 

WASHINGTON,  DC  -  Nine  years  after  it  first 
sought  official  recognition,  a  gay  student  group 
at  Texas  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  University 
has  had  its  right  to  exist  on  campus  upheld  by  an 
April  1  action  of  the  US  Supreme  Court. 

Citing  a  lack  of  jurisdiction,  the  Court  refused 
to  hear  the  university's  appeal  of  a  previous  court 
decision  that  the  university  had  violated  the  First 
Amendment  rights  of  Gay  Student  Services.  The 
First  Amendment  to  the  American  Constitution 
guarantees  freedom  of  speech  and  association. 

By  refusing  to  hear  the  appeal,  the  Supreme 
Court  has  avoided  setting  a  precedent  for  other 
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gay  rights  cases  outside  the  jurisdiction.  How- 
ever, by  upholding  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  it  has  set  a  precedent  for  the  area  of 
southern  Texas.  This  is  encouraging  to  gay  activ- 
ists in  the  city  of  Houston,  where  a  city  gay  rights 
ordinance  was  repealed  earlier  this  year. 

The  student  group  must  still  apply  for  official 
recognition  from  the  university.  When  this  is 
granted,  they  will  be  able  to  meet  on  campus  us- 
ing free  facilities,  post  and  distribute  flyers  and 
literature  on  campus,  get  advertising  discounts  in 
the  school  paper  and  sponsor  forums  on  gay 
issues. 

"We're  just  a  little  nervous  about  making 
some  kind  of  technical  mistake  now  in  getting  rec- 
ognition," said  Gay  Student  Services  president 
Marco  Roberts.  "We  don't  want  to  give  the  uni- 
versity any  excuse." 

But  he  also  said  that,  although  all  the  group  or- 
iginally wanted  was  to  put  up  some  flyers  on  cam- 
pus, "now  that  we've  been  fighting  for  nine 
years,  we  want  everything  we  can  get,  everything 
we're  entitled  to.  We  expect  to  be  treated  like  any 
other  student  organization.  We  will  exercise 
every  right  we  have."  • 


Book  bucks  to  beat 
British  Customs 

North  American  bookstores 
plan  to  help  Gay's  the  Word 

LOS  ANGELES  -  A  benefit  party  April  21  at  A 
Different  Light  Bookstore  raised  more  than 
$2,500  for  Gay's  the  Word's  defence  fund. 

Five  hundred  people  gathered  to  hear  Ameri- 
can gay  writers  Tead  from  their  work  at  the  party, 
which  was  one  of  several  events  being  held  in  the 
US  to  aid  England's  premiere  gay  bookstore  in  its 
battle  with  UK  Customs. 

In  Minneapolis,  A  Brother's  Touch  is  plan- 
ning a  benefit  reading  by  the  staff  and  by  contri- 
butors to  The  James  White  Review,  and  in  San 
Francisco,  the  Walt  Whitman  Bookstore  is  also 
planning  a  benefit.  Several  other  gay  book  shops, 
including  Glad  Day  Books  in  Toronto,  are  to  do- 
nate a  portion  of  a  day 's  proceeds  to  help  Gay's 
the  Word. 

Gay's  the  Word  was  raided  in  April  1984  by 


TRAVELS  WITH  SANDRA 


Holy  terror  in 
Australia's  tropics 


I  have  just  escaped  Queensland. 

This  is  the  "tropical  state"  of  Australia,  where 
the  government  pours  thousands  of  dollars  into  a 
holy  battle  against  homosexuals — who,  official- 
ly, don't  exist  within  its  palm-fringed  borders.  Sir 
Joh  Bjelke-Peterson,  state  premier  and  head  of 
the  gay  hysteria  division,  used  to  content  himself 
with  regular  tirades  for  the  media.  He  had  a  field 
day  last  October  when  the  National  Gay  and  Les- 
bian conference  was  held  in  the  capital  city  of 
Brisbane. 

Several  weeks  later,  two  Queensland  babies 
died  after  contracting  AIDS  from  blood  transfu- 
sions. That  was  when  really  strange  things  began 
to  happen. 

Like  the  vicious  and  vindictive  letter  from  the 
father  of  one  of  those  babies  reprinted  on  the 
front  of  the  Courier-Mail,  Brisbane's  leading 
newspaper.  Or  locations  and  photographs  of  gay 
escort  services  making  front-page  headlines.  Pre- 
determined debates  on  TV  between  gay  activists 
and  religious  leaders,  that  kind  of  thing.  The  stuff 
that  makes  one  spend  hours  ranting  over  the  cor- 


ruption of  the  media. 

What  we  didn't  know  was  that  was  the  month 
that  someone  discovered  Anne  is  a  lesbian.  Anne 
was  a  child-care  officer,  living  in  a  small  town 
that  was  too  close  to  Sir  Joh's  riding.  In  Decem- 
ber, the  police  —  with  whom  she  worked  daily  — 
put  a  tap  on  her  phone.  Letters  from  her  lover 
were  opened  and  read  before  being  resealed  and 
delivered  to  her.  Her  small  farm  was  watched  and 
visitors  were  identified  for  future  reference. 

This  went  on  for  two  months  in  complete  sec- 
recy, until  she  was  confronted  one  day  with  the 
"evidence"  against  her.  Anne  was  given  a  week 
to  leave  town,  and  transferred  to  a  "safer"  posi- 
tion in  Brisbane. 

The  last  time  I  saw  her,  she  was  still  too  shock- 
ed to  cry. 

Now  I  can't  help  comparing  the  mass  hatred  of 
gays  as  seen  in  the  media  with  the  persecution  of 
one  quiet  dyke  on  a  farm.  Why  do  politicians 
scream  for  our  blood,  but  give  no  great  roar  when 
they  make  a  kill? 

And  what  are  they  going  to  do  with  my  name 
and  license  number?© 

Sandra  J  Benson  is  a  Vancouverite  currently  travel- 
ling in  Australasia.  Her  column  will  appear  from 
time  to  time. 


officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs  and  Excise, 
and  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  books  were 
seized.  Court  proceedings  will  begin  June  24, 
ironically  the  beginning  of  Gay  Pride  Week  in 
London.  Legal  costs  could  rise  as  high  as  £50,000. 
Donations  can  be  sent  to:  The  Campaign  to 
Defend  Gay's  the  Word,  38  Mount  Pleasant, 
London  WC1X  0AP,  England.  • 

Lowering  the  limit 
in  Luxembourg? 

The  Grand  Duchy  may  decide 
to  leave  Belgium  behind 

LUXEMBOURG  -  It  appears  likely  that  this 
small  country  will  reduce  the  age  of  consent  for 
homosexual  acts  from  18  years  to  14. 

The  legislation,  which  would  strike  down 
provisions  passed  in  1971,  has  been  approved 
during  parliament's  first  reading  and  sent  to  State 
Council,  where  approval  seems  likely.  The  law 
must  be  read  a  second  time  in  the  house  before 
finally  being  passed. 

Like  many  parts  of  Luxembourg's  penal  code, 
the  raising  of  age  of  consent  was  passed  after  Bel- 
gium introduced  the  same  legislation  for  its  own 
populace,  fourteen  years  ago. 

A  law  to  reduce  the  age  of  consent  in  Belgium 
was  introduced  about  two  years  ago,  but  has 
been  stalled.  It  would  only  reduce  the  minimum 
age  to  16. 

Socialist  member  of  Belgian  parliament  Luk 
Van  den  Bossche,  who  proposed  the  age  of  con- 
sent changes  in  his  country,  last  fall  put  forward  a 
proposal  to  outlaw  discrimination  based  on  gen- 
der, marital  status  and  sexual  orientation. 

The  anti-discrimination  measure  is  not  expec- 
ted to  pass  quickly,  if  indeed  it  ever  does  (pass). 
The  bill  is  being  opposed  by  the  Christian 
People's  Party,  which  is  also  blocking  Van  den 
Bossche's  age  of  consent  proposal. 

According  to  Christian  People's  Party  senator 
Tijl  Declercq,  the  anti-discrimination  law  is  un- 
necessary because,  in  Belgium,  hardly  any  anti- 
gay  discrimination  exists. 

"Nowadays,  one  meets  homosexuals  every- 
where," the  senator  said. 

He  also  reasoned  that  an  anti-discrimination 
law  would  somehow  permit  the  development  of 
pedophilic  relationships.  • 

Testing  the  limits 
of  "Tolerance  Day" 

A  Maine  school  board  decides 
it  can  7  include  gay  people 

MADISON,  MAINE  -  A  Madison  School 
Board  decision  to  cancel  a  high  school  "Toler- 
ance Day,"  because  the  president  of  the  Maine 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance  was  scheduled  to 
participate,  has  been  reluctantly  upheld  by  Ken- 
nebec County  Superior  Court  Judge  Donald 
Alexander. 

Alexander  criticized  the  school  board,  saying 
that  "instead  of  gaining  understanding  and 
learning  tolerance,  the  students  have  received  a 
demonstration,  by  their  own  school  officials,  of 
the  extent  to  which  inarticulated  fears  and 
intolerance  can  stifle  debate  and  understanding. 
When  the  power  of  government  sides  with  the 
voices  of  intolerance,  it  is  a  mighty  force 
indeed...." 

However,  the  judge  would  not  overrule  the 
school  board's  decision  because  he  was  not  em- 
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Not  to  be  tolerated:  Dale  McCormick  of  the  Maine  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 


powered  to  interfere  in  curriculum  matters  and 
no  "judicially  protectable  right"  had  been  vio- 
lated. 

Jed  Davis,  an  attorney  for  the  Maine  Civil  Lib- 
erties Union,  claims  that  Dale  McCormick,  the 
gay  group's  president,  was  denied  equal  protec- 
tion under  the  law  and  that  her  right  to  free  speech 
was  violated,  along  with  those  of  David  Solmitz, 
the  social  studies  teacher  who  organized  "Toler- 
ance Day,"  and  a  female  freshman  student  who 
joined  in  filing  the  suit. 

In  his  judgment,  Alexander  pointed  out  that 
under  Maine  law  "there  is  no  judicially  enforce- 
able right  not  to  be  discriminated  against  or  ex- 
cluded from  programmes  because  one  is  homo- 
sexual."© 

Fighting  AIDS  with 
informed  consent 

New  Zealand  ponders  legalized 
sex  at  16  to  improve  education 

WELLINGTON  —  A  bill  to  legalize  homosex- 
ual acts  between  consenting  males  16  years  of  age 
or  older  and  to  include  sexual  orientation  as  a 
ground  for  complaint  of  discrimination  under  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  Act  was  introduced 
into  the  New  Zealand  Parliament  March  8. 

The  bill  passed  first  reading  by  a  free  "consci- 
ence vote"  of  5 1  to  24,  and  was  referred  to  com- 
mittee for  study  and  the  hearing  of  public  submis- 
sions. 

Introduced  by  Wellington  Central  MP  Fran 
Wilde,  the  bill  meets  the  basic  demands  of  the  gay 
rights  movement,  which  torpedoed  three  previ- 
ous bills  as  being  unacceptable.  In  1979  and  1980 
bills  were  opposed  principally  on  the  proposed 
ages  of  consent,  which  were  20  and  18  respective- 
ly.  In  1983,  lesbian  opposition  forced  Fran  Wilde 
to  drop  proposals  to  introduce  an  "equality 
bill,"  as  it  would  have  adversely  affected  the  posi- 
tion of  lesbians  (who  were  overlooked  when  laws 
forbidding  gay  sex  were  originally  drawn  up). 
This  time,  however,  the  lesbian  and  gay  com- 
munities are  broadly  supportive,  although  there 


are  divergent  views  on  some  details. 

While  it  is  possible  that  amendments  may  be 
moved  on  the  age-of-consent  question,  an  argu- 
ment finding  favour  with  MPs  is  that  age  of  con- 
sent must  be  16  in  order  to  allow  a  public  health 
campaign  against  AIDS,  and  to  encourage  gays 
to  seek  help  and  advice.  At  present  health  author- 
ities are  faced  with  advising  people  about  safe  sex 
for  sexual  acts  which  are  illegal,  while  gays  seek- 
ing help  must,  by  implication,  admit  they  have 
broken  the  law.  These  are  factors  considered  to 
act  against  an  effective  AIDS  campaign,  in  a 
country  which  has  not  yet  had  any  "home 
grown"  cases  of  AIDS. 

In  a  sensitive  and  logical  speech  on  the  bill's  in- 
troduction, Fran  Wilde  refuted  each  of  the  major 
myths  about  gays,  from  religious  arguments  to 
those  about  child  molestation.  Wilde  represents 
perhaps  the  most  liberal  electorate  in  the  coun- 
try, and  is  unlikely  to  be  harmed  by  her  sponsor- 
ship of  the  bill. 

Conservative  MP  Norman  Jones  says  "legal- 
izing homosexuality  would  help  spread  the  dis- 
ease through  the  schools,  the  streets  and  the  com- 
munity." Tory  MP  Graeme  Lee  says  the  accep- 
tance of  the  bill  into  parliament  was  a  dark  day  in 
the  history  of  the  country.  Lee  and  Jones  are  to 
join  government  MP  Geoff  Braybrooke  in  a 
speaking  tour  to  oppose  the  Bill,  while  Lee  is  also 
threatening  to  introduce  a  bill  to  outlaw  lesbian 
sexual  activity.  Gavin  Young  • 


Saying  goodbye  to 
"helpless  victims" 

Feminists  fight  back  against 
porn-law  stereotypes 

CHICAGO  —  Feminist  artists,  writers,  scholars 
and  activists  —  including  Rita  Mae  Brown,  Kate 
Millett  and  Betty  Friedan  — signed  a  "friend-of- 
the-court"  brief  filed  on  April  lOon  behalf  of  the 
Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Task  Force  (FAC I )  in 
the  federal  court  of  appeals. 

The  brief  asks  that  the  Indianapolis  anli-porn 
ordinance  adopted  last  June  be  declared  uncon- 


stitutional. It  argues  that  the  ordinance,  which 
would  allow  women  who  believe  they  have  been 
harmed  by  pornography  to  sue  in  civil  court,  in- 
fringes on  women's  rights  to  self-expression  and 
perpetuates  sexist  stereotypes  about  men  and 
women. 

"The  ordinance  perpetuates  a  sterotype  of  wo- 
men as  helpless  victims,"  the  brief  asserts,  "in- 
capable of  consent  and  in  need  of  protection;  it 
reinforces  the  view  that  good  women  do  not  seek 
and  enjoy  sex;  it  makes  socially  invisible  those 
women  who  find  some  of  the  material  covered  by 
the  ordinance  to  be  erotic,  liberating  or  educa- 
tional; and  its  notion  of  hair-trigger  male  suscep- 
tibility to  violent  imagery  provides  an  excuse  to 
avoid  directly  blaming  the  men  who  commit 
violent  acts." 

It  argues  that  the  terms  of  the  definition  of 
pornography  used  in  the  ordinance:  "sexually 
explicit  subordination"  and  "scenarios  of  degra- 
dation," are  "sufficiently  elastic  to  include  vir- 
tually any  sexual  image  of  which  one  disap- 
proves." The  ordinance  "can  as  readily  be  used 
to  curtail  feminist  speech  about  sexuality  or  to 
target  the  speech  of  sexual  minorities  as  to  halt 
hateful  speech  about  women." 

Although  similar  ordinances,  based  on  the 
work  of  feminist  lawyer  Catharine  MacKinnon 
and  anti-porn  activist  Andrea  Dworkin,  have 
been  proposed  in  several  American  cities  includ- 
ing Los  Angeles,  Indianapolis  was  the  only  city  to 
actually  adopt  such  legislation.  It  was  subse- 
quently struck  down  in  trial  court  by  federal 
judge  Sarah  Evans  Barker.  It  is  that  decision  that 
is  being  appealed.  • 


SHORT  TAKES 


Sex-ban  bid  off  ballot 

WASHINGTON,  DC  -  Gay  activist  Leonard 
Matlovich  has  withdrawn  two  initiatives  dealing 
with  AIDS  that  he  had  submitted  to  the  District  of 
Columbia's  Board  of  Elections  and  Ethics. 

The  measures  had  called  for  a  ban  on  sex  in  the 
city's  gay  bathhouses  and  the  posting  of  warning 
signs  in  businesses  catering  to  gay  men  and  other 
risk  groups. 

Opposition  to  the  initiatives  was  overwhelming 
in  Washington's  gay  community.  Most  felt  that, 
rather  than  reducing  the  spread  of  AIDS,  the  pro- 
posals would  lead  to  an  infiamatory  election  cam- 
paign focussed  on  gay  rights.  • 

10-year  photocopy? 

AUSTIN  —  Anthropologist  and  sex  researcher 
David  Sonenschein,  publisher  of  the  pamphlet 
How  to  Have  Sex  with  Kids,  has  been  found  guil- 

Sonenschien:  one  photo;  a  long  term 


ty  of  a  third  degree  felony  for  violating  a  1979 
Texas  law  prohibiting  "sexual  performance  of  a 
child."  He  illegally  photocopied  a  photograph  of 
a  child  in  a  "pornographic"  magazine.  Sonen- 
schein plans  to  appeal  the  conviction  but  could  be 
sent  to  jail  for  up  to  ten  years.  No  mention  of  the 
notorious  pamphlet  was  made  at  the  three  day 
trial,  which  focused  on  his  right  as  a  researcher  to 
study  pedophilia.  • 

Bias  out  in  New  Mexico 

SANTA  FE  —  New  Mexico  Governor  Toney 
Anaya  signed  a  comprehensive  Executive  Order 
April  1  that  prohibits  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  preference  by  state  agencies  and  depart- 
ments and  those  who  contract  with  the  state. 

Although  the  order  was  prepared  in  October, 
the  Democratic  Governor  waited  until  after  the 
state  general  elections  and  the  end  of  the  legisla- 
tive session  in  mid-March  to  sign. 

New  Mexico  is  the  fifth  state  to  prohibit  dis- 
crimination against  gay  people  in  state 
contracts.  • 


COMING    UP 


•  National  Women's  Music  Festival.  Bloom- 
ington,  Indiana,  May  31  to  June  1 .  For  more  in- 
formation, write  Box  5217,  Bloomington,  IN 
47402  USA. 

•  Ninth  International  Conference  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Jews.  Washington,  DC,  June  6-9.  Infor- 
mation available  from  Bet  Mishpachah,  Box 
1410,  Washington,  DC  20013  USA. 

•  International  Forum  of  Gay  Christian 
Groups.  Antwerp,  Belgium,  June  7-9.  And: 

•  Commemoration  of  gay  Holocaust  victims. 
Breedonk,  Belgium,  June  29.  For  more  informa- 
tion about  both  of  these  events,  write:  FWH  (the 
Belgian  gay  group  celebrating  its  tenth  anniver- 
sary this  year),  Dambruggestraat  204,  B-2008 
Antwerpen,  Belgium. 

•  Seminars  for  gay  activists.  Tokyo,  Japan, 
June  16.  For  details,  write  the  Tokyo  Support 
Group,  CPO  1901,  Tokyo  100-91,  Japan. 

•  Smashing  Borders,  Opening  Spaces:  The  In- 
ternational Gay  Association  Seventh  Annual 
Conference.  Toronto,  Canada,  June  30  to  July 
7.  Write  the  IGA  Conference  Committee,  105 
Carlton  St,  4th  fl,  Toronto  ON  M5B  1M2. 

•  Sex  and  the  State:  Their  Laws,  Our  Lives.  An 
international  gay  history  conference  to  coincide 
with  the  IGA's  Toronto  gathering.  For  infor- 
mation, write  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box 
639,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1G2. 

•  Gay  Summer  University.  Marseille,  France, 
July  7-13.  For  details:  UEH,  c/o  CORPS,  48  rue 
de  Bruys,  13005  Marseille,  France. 

•  The  1985  Convention  of  Black  and  White 
Men  Together.  Los  Angeles,  California,  July 
15-20.  "Brotherhood:  The  Issues,  the  Challen- 
ges: A  Focus  on  Racism."  Write:  BWMT/LA, 
7985  Santa  Monica  Blvd,  N°  109-136,  Los  An- 
geles, CA  90046  USA. 

World  News  credits 

Tm  \dvoeah  (Los  kngdes),  H,n  Area  Report 
Francisco),  Cu/M  (Paris),  Gaj  Comminit)  Stems  (Bos 
ion).  Gaj  Sews  (london).  HlmVGtt)  Times  llondon). 
\nrthi  m Lambda  Sard  Communique  (Caribou,  Maine), 
Philadelphia  Gay  Sew!  (Philadelphia),  M<  Washington 
Blade  (Washington,  DC),  IGA  Bulletin  (Stockholm) 
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Mapping 

the  gay 

world 

But  how  much  of 

the  real  world  can  you 

show  on  a  map? 

A  dissection  by  Alan  O'Connor 


This  map,  called  "Gay  Survival,  Gay  Assertion,"  is 
from  The  New  State  of  the  World  Atlas,  a  project 
of  the  British  left-wing  Pluto  Press  in  conjunction  with  Pan 
Books,  published  in  1984.  The  1981  first  edition  of  the  atlas 
did  not  have  a  map  about  gay  rights.  An  adapted  version  of 
this  map  appears  in  the  International  Gay  Association's 
Pink  Book  1985,  and  has  been  reprinted  in  several  gay 
magazines. 

It  is  impossible  to  produce  an  accurate  map  of  a  sphere 
on  a  flat  sheet  of  paper.  This  is  Winkel's  "Tripel"  projec- 
tion, devised  in  1913  to  give  a  fair  representation  of  the  area 
of  each  land  mass.  We  are  so  used  to  this  image  of  the  world 
that  we  look  through  it,  seeking  only  the  "information" 
that  it  carries.  It's  easy  to  miss  the  fact  that  this  projection 
places  Europe  in  the  dominant  position,  top  centre,  with 
Chile,  Argentina  and  New  Zealand  at  the  bottom  left  and 
right  edges.  We  forget  that  a  map  of  the  world  could  use  any 
point  as  the  centre  —  and  that,  in  any  case,  no  one  has  ever 
actually  seen  or  experienced  the  real  world  in  this  flat,  two- 
dimensional  way.  Other  maps  in  the  atlas  make  this  point 
more  clearly,  changing  the  shapes  and  sizes  of  countries  to 
represent  not  their  land  mass,  but  their  population,  military 
spending  or  financial  power. 

Likewise,  it  is  impossible  to  produce  a  map  that  can  tell 
all  the  different  stories  about  how  we  experience  gay  life. 

Canada: 

Sexual  relations  between  men 
described  as  legal  but  repressed; 
gay  consciousness  as  high. 

Where's  Canada?  It's  tucked  in  there  underneath  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Because  of  that,  the  map  can't  show  the  fact  that 
Quebec,  unlike  the  rest  of  Canada,  provides  protection  for 
gay  people  in  its  human  rights  legislation.  Similarly,  be- 
cause the  map  deals  with  legal  sanctions  and  governmental 
jurisdictions,  it  can't  show  the  regional  effects  of  varied 
cultures,  religions  or  social  practices  within  nation  states. 
The  Pink  Book  1985  recognizes  this,  describing  not  "only 
the  law,  but  also  variations  in  its  enforcement  and  in  social 
and  cultural  attitudes  toward  homosexuality. 
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The  United  States: 
Lawful  and  unlawful;  gay 
consciousness  rated  high. 

The  insert  showing  the  status  of  homosexual  relations  be- 
tween men  in  each  state  not  only  covers  up  Canada,  but 
gives  the  US  a  dominant  position  on  the  map.  This  may 
reflect  the  international  importance  of  the  gay  movement 
in  the  USA — what  Dennis  Altaian  calls  "the  American- 
ization of  homosexuality."  The  "gay  consciousness"  in- 
dicated by  the  symbols  on  the  map  also  reflects  a  predom- 
inantly American  view  of  gay  life. 

"The  American  passion  for  categorizing  has  now  man- 
aged to  create  two  nonexistent  categories  —  gay  and 
straight.  Either  you  are  one  or  you  are  the  other.  But  since 
everyone  is  a  mixture  of  inclinations,  the  categories  keep 
breaking  down;  and  when  they  break  down,  the  irrational 
takes  over.  You  have  to  be  one  or  the  other." 

—  Gore  Vidal,  US  historian  and  novelist, 
who  lives  in  Italy 


Brazil: 

Sexual  relations  between  men 
described  as  lawful  and  tolerated; 
gay  consciousness  as  high. 

"  In  Rio,  homosexuals  cruise  everywhere,  unlike  in  North 
American  cities,  where  encounters  are  ritualized  and  su- 
prisingly  difficult  outside  the  ghetto.  Men  in  Rio  look  at 
each  other  continually,  apparently  with  little  of  the  fear  of 
violent  rejection  that  haunts  cruising  outside  in  the  Amer- 
ican ghettos." 

—  Dennis  Altman,  author  of  The  Homosexualization 

of  America,  the  Americanization  of  the  Homosexual, 

who  has  written  many  travel  essays  for 

Christopher  Street  magazine. 


The  key: 
Four  colours,  tl 
pick  one  of  eac 

This  kind  of  map  can  giv 
information.  Using  a  seal 
ies  for  the  legal  and  socia 
(between  men  only),  and 
ousness,  it  allows  quick  t 
made  at  a  glance. 

It  also  fixes  different  his 
mid-1983.The  poinds  no 
map  is  already  out  of  date 
simplified  story,  not  man] 
ging  ones.  What  is  "true' 
at  one  time  is,  in  fact,  not 
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Entrenched  public  attitudes,  whether  enshrined  in  the 
law  or  not,  make  it  physically  perilous  to  be  gay  in  most 
states,  and  socially  precarious  in  almost  all. 
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Greece: 

Male  homosexual  relations 
described  (as  for  most  Mediter- 
ranean countries)  as  lawful  but 
repressed;  gay  consciousness 
increasing 

"If  you  go,  today,  to  Greece  or  a  Mediterranean  country, 
every  straight,  married  man  has  a  boyfriend,  and  he's  not 
considered  queer." 

—  VitoRusso,  best  known/or  The  Celluloid  Closet,  his 
survey  of  homosexuality  in  the  movies 


©  copyrighi  Pluto  Press 


Turkey: 

Homosexual  acts  between  men 
described  as  lawful  but  repressed; 
gay  consciousness  as  low. 

"I  grew  up  and  spent  my  early  years  in  Ankara,  Turkey, 
and  took  it  as  a  matter  of  course  that  some  gentlemen 
would  be  interested  in  others.  In  Turkey  one  doesn't  so 
often  see  the  female  correlate,  because  women  are  more 
apt  to  engage  in  such  activities  or  express  such  affections 
indoors  and  away  from  the  sight  of  men.  My  family  then 
went  back  to  the  United  States,  where  I  encountered  an 
overwhelming  and  powerful  negative  reaction  to  the  same 
sort  of  feelings." 

—  John  Boswell,  author  of  Christianity, 

Social  Tolerance  and  Homosexuality,  who,  because 

his  father  was  a  diplomat,  travelled 

widely  in  his  childhood 


France: 

Sexual  relations  between  men 
described  as  legal  and  tolerated; 
gay  consciousness  rated  high. 

"...although  there  is  a  concentration  of  gay  bars  and  restau- 
rants in  several  areas  (of  Paris),  there  is  no  ghetto  here  com- 
parable to  the  West  Village  or  Castro,  and  gay  life  is  less  cen- 
tred around  exclusively  homosexual  enterprises.  (One  Amer- 
ican woman  I  know  complained  bitterly  that  she  could  find 
no  lesbians  in  Paris.  The  problem  was  one  of  recognition:  the 
feminist  lesbian  who  refuses  to  dress  according  to  conven- 
tional standards  is  very  rare  in  Paris.)" 

—  Dennis  A  It  man,  writing  for  Christopher  Street 

Spain: 

Sexual  relations  between  men 
descibed  as  lawful  but  repressed, 
gay  consciousness  as  increasing. 

"I  was  astonished  at  Mikel's  integration  into  his  commun- 
ity. I  found  myself  asking  him,  'Was  he  gay?  Is  she  a  lesbi- 
an?' The  answer  was  usually  no.  I  began  to  realize  how  ac- 
customed I  was  to  neat  categories,  to  a  world  cleanly  divid- 
ed into  gay  and  straight  continents.  Not  knowing  people's 
sexual  orientation  was  a  little  disturbing. 

'  'The  Basques,  in  spite  of  their  streak  of  political  radical- 
ism, have  always  been  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  most  conser- 
vative and  traditional  of  the  Spanish  minorities.  Yet  Mikel 
had  managed  to  come  out  and  to  link  his  personal  struggle 
with  the  broader  struggle  of  his  community,  and  therefore 
found  himself  neither  isolated  nor  exiled  to  the  ghetto." 
—Tim  McCaskell,  in  "Out  in  the  Basque  Country," 
The  Body  Politic,  A  ugust  1980 


Australia: 

Divergent  states  of  desire 

The  six  states  and  two  territories  of  Australia  divide  among 
them  every  category  available:  lawful  and  tolerated  (South 
Australia,  Victoria  and  the  Capital  Territory);  lawful  but 
repressed  (Northern  Territory);  unlawful  but  tolerated 
(Western  Australia,  Tasmania  and  New  South  Wales);  and 
unlawful  and  repressed  (the  "Deep  North"  of  Queensland). 
Gay  consciousness  is  rated  as  varying  from  low  in  the  Nor- 
thern Territory  and  Tasmania  to  high  in  the  heavily  urban- 
ized southeastern  states. 

For  New  South  Wales,  the  map  is  out  of  date.  In  1983,  it 
became  illegal  to  discriminate  against  homosexuals  here  — 
even  though  male  homosexual  acts  were  still  illegal!  Sex 
between  men  over  18  was  decriminalized  in  May  1984. 


The  State  of  the  World  Atlas  by  Michael  Kidron  and  Ronald 
Segal.  Pluto  Press  and  Pan  Books,  London  and  Sydney 
(William  Collins  in  Canada),  $17.95. 
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LETTER  FROM 


LONDON 

Dan  Healey  • 

In  search  of 
the  local  local 

In  the  catalogue  of  great  gay  destinations,  Lon- 
don's claims  are  modest.  She  has  no  reputation  for 
freedom,  like  Amsterdam;  none  of  the  exuberance 
of  Sydney;  little  of  New  York's  harsh  glamour; 
and  none  of  the  electoral  muscle  we  all  associate 
with  San  Francisco.  Modern  gay  life  in  London  is 
something  of  a  mystery  to  most  North  Ameri- 
cans. If  pollsters  were  to  quiz  us  about  gay  Lon- 
don or  England,  they'd  probably  come  up  with  a 
potpourri  of  Boy  George,  Oscar  Wilde  and  the 
rose-coloured  idyll  of  Another  Country. 

If  you're  a  gay  Londoner,  the  most  difficult 
thing  to  ignore  at  the  moment  is  the  media  hyster- 
ia about  AIDS.  Every  sector  of  British  society  has 
been  plumbed  for  its  "story"  on  the  disease  and 
its  effects.  The  firemen's  union  has  announced 
that  its  members  will  no  longer  give  the  "kiss  of 
life"  (deliciously  vivid  local  talk  for  mouth-to- 
mouth  resuscitation)  to  apparently  gay  fire  vic- 
tims. (How  are  they  going  to  tell  you're  a  poofter 
as  you  lay  unconscious  with  the  house  on  fire  all 
around  you  —  search  the  record  collection  for 
Judy  Garland  albums?)  Vicars  tell  of  their  fears 
about  administering  AIDS-infected  communion 
wine  to  their  flocks.  Spike  Milligan  recently  quip- 
ped on  television  that  he  no  longer  frequents  "hair- 
dressers" —  he's  too  afraid  of  AIDS.  (Thankfully 
enough  London  hairdressers  reacted  to  jam  ITV's 
switchboards,  but  Spike  never  apologized.)  Even 
the  royal  family  got  into  the  act:  brave  Prince 
Charles  gave  a  highly  publicized  pint  of  blood  as 
the  rate  of  donations  plummetted.  Unreasoning 
fear  of  the  disease  has  become  so  widespread  that 
no  one  wants  to  give  blood  anymore. 

Of  course,  England  wouldn't  be  England  with- 
out the  scurrilous  tabloids  of  Fleet  Street  spread- 
ing misinformation  and  hysteria  about  every- 
thing, including  AIDS.  These  papers  are  past 
masters  at  wringing  every  last  drop  of  innuendo 
from  a  story  to  produce  the  most  lurid  effects.  In 
the  vocabulary  of  the  popular  press  here,  AIDS  is 
still  an  exclusively  "gay  plague."  Even  The  Mir- 
ror, tabloid  champion  of  the  Labour  Party,  hab- 
itually uses  that  phrase. 

A  few  thoughtful  articles  about  AIDS  have  ap- 
peared in  some  of  the  less  infantile  newspapers.  A 
few  sensitive  television  programmes  have  also 
been  produced,  and  the  wave  of  hysteria  is  show- 
ing signs  of  abating  as  other  topics  become  more 
marketable.  AIDS  has  left  its  mark  on  the  British 
gay  press,  though.  Even  the  silliest  gay  mags  now 
carry  some  information,  much  of  it  provided  by 
the  Terrence  Higgins  Trust,  the  chief  organiza- 
tion helping  those  with  AIDS  in  Britain. 

If  the  AIDS  crisis  has  focused  more  attention 
on  the  gay  press,  it  has  only  served  to  highlight 
how  truly  awful  most  gay  journalism  in  London 
is.  Since  the  demise  of  the  old  Gay  News  a  few 
years  ago,  London  has  not  had  a  gay  paper  to 
match  the  likes  of  Paris's  Gai  Pied  or  Boston's 
Gay  Community  News.  It's  incredible  that  Lon- 
don, which  produces  some  of  the  world's  best 


(and,  admittedly,  worst)  newspapers,  produces 
so  little  adequate  gay  journalism.  English  poofs 
are  by  no  means  illiterate  —  they've  built  two 
very  successful  gay  publishing  houses,  Brilliance 
Books  and  Gay  Men's  Press.  But  the  trash  that 
passes  for  news!  Most  of  the  London  gay  mags 
will  jam  their  pages  with  tedious  summaries  of  the 
exquisite  evening  had  by  all  at  last  Monday 
night's  Dallas  Lookalike  Contest  at  the  Hippo- 
drome, Leicester  Square,  but  they  seldom  dem- 
onstrate any  interest  in  "politics."  There  are  oc- 
casional bright  lights  in  the  midst  of  this  media 
darkness,  but  overall,  it's  a  little  scary. 

Parallel  to  this  lack  of  a  gay  newspaper  of  rec- 
ord is  the  complete  absence  of  a  gay  ghetto  in 
London.  The  two  may  not  be  unrelated.  For  with- 
out a  sense  of  geographic  community,  perhaps 
it's  difficult  to  build  a  sense  of  intellectual  or 
cultural  community.  London's  gay  institutions 
are  scattered  all  over  the  map,  and  in  a  town 
where  the  question  of  transportation  is  a  source 
of  daily  woe,  isolation  is  a  very  real  problem  for 
gay  Londoners. 

In  a  sense,  London  is  one  of  those  cities  where 
life  is  convenient  only  for  the  very  rich .  Thatcher- 
ism  is  hastening  the  decline  of  big-city  amenities 
we  usually  associate  with  the  infrastructure  of  a 
great  metropolis.  Public  transport  after  midnight 
consists  of  a  minimalist  network  of  nightbuses; 
English  licensing  laws  make  Ontario's  seem  reck- 
less (pubs  shut  at  1 1  pm  —  a  few  clubs  remain 
open  until  2  am  or  later,  but  have  to  charge  a  cov- 
er); housing  is  so  dear  and  rare  that  most  people 
live  a  long  way  from  the  centre  of  town;  shops 
usually  close  at  six;  and  I'm  convinced  the  near- 
est all-night  restaurant  is  in  Amsterdam!  If  your 
name  isn't  Queen  Elizabeth,  you  probably  don't 
live  downtown,  and  if  you're  gay,  I'm  not  even 
sure  you'd  want  to.  Most  of  the  best  gay  pubs  are 
in  the  suburbs. 

The  River  Thames  divides  gay  London  in  two. 
North  of  the  river  you  find  the  fashion-conscious 
venues,  the  Boy  Georges  and  the  Marilyns,  the 
slavish  imitations  of  American  gay  styles  (501s, 
Budweiser,  "Dynasty  Nights"),  and  the  brown- 
rice  brigades  with  their  closety  Labour  Party 
badges.  South  of  the  river  the  tone  is  far  less  gla- 
morous; more  "Bronski  Beat";  more  fun.  The 
ale  is  cheaper,  cover  charges  are  lower,  dance 
floors  larger  —  and  drag  is  Queen.  Almost  every 
South  London  gay  pub  has  a  stage,  and  the  artists 
range  from  terrible  to  terrific.  Last  week  I  saw 
"Rose  Marie"  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  Brixton. 
This  75-year-old  man  in  a  brown  polyester  twin- 
set  kept  me  in  stitches  with  his  toothless  rendition 
of  the  disco  version  of  "Je  ne  regrette  rien!" 

The  gay  Londoners  I've  met  appear  to  have 
settled  into  a  comfortable  relationship  with  their 
nearest  gay  "local."  These  pubs  represent  the 
kind  of  close-knit  community  that  the  great  city 
surrounding  them  cannot  provide.  As  in  small- 
town Canada,  where  one  bar  makes  do  for  all  the 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  town,  gay  locals  tend  to 
welcome  all,  with  few  restrictions  by  gender,  age, 
colour  or  dress.  (Of  course  there  are  exceptions 
to  this  rule.  I  have  never  seen  a  woman,  for  exam- 
ple, in  The  Queen's  Head,  a  Chelsea  pub  for  the 
blisteringly  smart  Sloane  Ranger  set.)  The  num- 
ber of  pubs  trying  to  attract  a  gay  following  is  on 
the  rise,  especially  in  the  suburbs.  Pub  managers 
are  learning  that  there  are  "pink  pounds"  to  be 
made  from  local  gays  who  don't  want  to  trek  into 
town  for  a  pint. 

It's  an  odd  place,  this  London.  Not  really 
much  like  what  I  expected  when  I  came  here  from 
my  native  Toronto  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  But  it  is, 
on  the  whole,  a  very  likeable  city,  and  one  that 
deserves  a  better  press  from  that  catalogue  of 
great  gay  destinations.  • 
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Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council 
presents 

The  Second 

ARTSHOW 


The  one  you  must  see! 


Sunday,  June  2,  1985  •  12:00  p.m.  —  7:00  p.m. 
Hotel  Selby  •  Drawing  Rooms  on  the  Main  Floor 
592  Sherbourne  Street  •  Toronto 


All  exhibited  pieces  are  for  sale. 
Proceeds  to  the  Gay  Community  Appeal. 
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David  Vereschagin  visits 

the  newest  wing  of  the 

1984  Miss  General  Idea 

Pa villion  and  talks  to  its 


W  HAT'S 


creators  in  a  search  for 

the  spirit  the  glamour 

and  the  glory  of  art. 

"We  wanted  to  be  famous;  we  wanted  to  be 
glamorous;  we  wanted  to  be  rich.  That  is  to 
say,  we  wanted  to  be  artists....  We  knew 
that  if  we  were  famous,  if  we  were  glamor- 
ous, we  could  say,  we  are  artists,  and  we 
would  be.  We  did  and  we  are.  We  are  fa- 
mous, glamorous  artists." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Autumn  1975 

L^  you've  never  heard  of  General  Idea,  let 
M.X.  me  assure  you  that,  yes,  they  are  fa- 
mous, glamorous  artists.  It  doesn't  matter  if  you, 
in  particular,  may  not  know  them  from  Marcel 
Duchamp.  What  do  soy  farmers  in  Alabama 
know  of  Mila  Mulroney?  It's  not  who  you  know, 
or  who  knows  you,  that  counts.  It's  who  they 
know  and  who  knows  them.  Consider  this:  just 
because  you,  previously  ignorant,  have  read  this 
paragraph,  they  are  now  that  much  more  famous. 
That  much  more  glamorous.  But  not  a  penny 
richer. 

But  who  are  they?  Who  are  "we"? 

General  Idea  are  AA  Bronson,  Jorge  Zontal 
and  Felix  Partz  (aka  Michael  Tims,  Jorge  Saia 
and  Ron  Gabe,  respectively),  three  artists  who 
met  in  the  psychedelic  daze  of  Toronto  in  1968, 
saw  the  future,  and  have  looked  back  ever  since. 

"Being  a  trio  frees  us  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  myth  of  the  individual  genius.  It  leaves 
us  free  to  assimilate,  synthesize,  and  contex- 
tualize  influences  from  our  immediate 
cultural  environment." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Summer  1978 

Since  their  beginnings  1 7  years  ago,  doing  store- 
fronts in  their  front  window  for  the  edification 
and  mystification  of  passersby,  their  ambition 
and  reputation  have  grown  to  international  pro- 
portions. True,  they  don't  hold  a  candle  to  Cyndi 
Lauper,  but  how  many  fires  does  Cyndi 
light  at  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario? 


General  Idea: 
AA  Bronson  Jorge  Zontal. 
Felix  Partz  and  their 
Liquid  Assets  Coctail  Holder 


David  Vereschagin:  Seventeen  years  is  a 
long  time.  What  made  you  decide  to  keep 
it  up? 

AA  Bronson:  In  1971,  we  did  the  Miss 
General  Idea  Pageant  at  the  Art  Gallery  of 
Ontario.  We'd  originally  thought  we'd  do 
one  a  year,  but  it  was  such  a  gigantic 
amount  of  work  we  knew  we  wouldn't  be 
able  to  face  one  the  next  year,  so  we 
thought  we  would  do  our  next  one  in  1984 
and  any  intervening  performances  would 
be  rehearsals  for  1984.  And  it  gave  us  a 
goal  —  that  we  would  stay  together  until 
1984.  It  was  an  outrageous  idea,  especially 
in  the  early  '70s,  when  the  whole  ethos 
was  about  not  setting  goals,  about  going 
with  the  flow  and  that  whole  tail-end  of 
hippiedom.  It  was  definitely  —  not  politi- 
cally incorrect  —  but  something  incorrect. 
Jorge  Zontal:  Karma. 

General  Idea  has  had  exhibitions  in  New  York 
City,  Vancouver,  Geneva,  Montreal,  Vienna, 
Halifax,  Brussels,  Amsterdam  and  Kingston. 
They  are  currently  being  celebrated  with  a  retro- 
spective show  at  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario  enti- 
tled The  1984  Miss  General  Idea  Pavillion.  This 
show  has  already  appeared,  in  somewhat  differ- 
ent forms  and  having  somewhat  different  con- 
tents, at  the  Kunsthalle  in  Basel,  Switzerland  and 
the  Stedelijk  Van  Abbcmuscum  in  Eindhoven, 
The  Netherlands.  The  show  will  close  in  Toronto 


on  June  23,  and  from  there  it  will  move  to  the 
Musee  d'art  contemporain  in  Montreal  from 
September  19  to  November  3. 


David:  Do  you  think  the  fart  that  you're 
gay  has  any  relevance  to  your  work! 
AA:  For  sure.  I  think  it  surfaces  in  every 
aspect  of  our  work.  But  it's  an  ongoing 
dialogue,  too  —  Susan  Sontag's  essay  on 
camp,  and  is-there-such-a-thing-as-gay-sen- 
sibility,  etc.  There  are  all  those  who  say 
yes,  and  all  those  who  say  nay. 
David:  But  your  work  would  be  different 
if  you  were  straight,  supposedly. 
Felix  Partz:  I  think  it  would  be.  I  think 
that  being  gay  forces  you  into  an  outsider 
position  on  society,  culture,  whatever, 
and  that's  what  you  have  to  deal  with.  It 
can  be  a  negative  thing,  but  on  the  other 
hand  it  can  be  a  positive  thing. 
Jorge:  I  think  it  gives  nice  WASP  kids  the 
chance  to  feel  they  are  outsiders,  which 
they  wouldn't  get  any  other  way.  You 
know,  if  you  are  different  to  begin  with, 
it's  just  one  more  of  the  things  that  puts 
you  on  the  outside.  But  I'm  not  sure 
about  the  equation  between  what  the 
work  looks  like  and  what  it  does  and  being 
gay.  I  subscribe  more  to  the  theory  of 
oppression  -  that  things  like  camp  and 
codified  signals  and  white  or  red  handker- 
chiefs or  whatever  are  common  to 
oppressed  folk. 


Their  work  and  thought  have  received  intense 
self-promotion  through  the  pages  of  FILE  Mega- 
zine. An  emptied  and  refilled  version  of  LIFE, 
FILE  began  its  own  life  in  1972.  Through  its 
pages,  General  Idea  have  been  able  to  present 
their  idea  of  their  ideas,  generally  speaking,  and 
to  chronicle  the  glamorous  rise  of  their  artistic 
lives  and  celebrate  those  who  have  had  the  good 
sense  to  congregate  around  them. 

As  well  as  magazine  formats,  General  Idea 
have  played  with  beauty  pageants,  fashion,  arch- 
itecture, television  and,  of  course,  art,  manipu- 
lating everything  to  their  own  designs,  including 
their  audiences.  Going  Thru  the  Motions,  a  per- 
formance piece  staged  in  1975  at  the  Art  Gallery 
of  Ontario,  rehearsed  its  audience  in  appropriate 
responses  —  such  as  standing  ovations  —  in  an- 
ticipation of  the  1984  Miss  General  Idea  Pageant. 
The  audience,  by  performing,  became  the  per- 
formers. Somewhere  in  between  art  was  both  dis- 
solved and  created. 


David:  In  a  way,  you've  appropriated  cul- 
tural forms  but  you  haven't  really  used 
them.  You  could  have  become  television 
producers  or  something. 
AA:  We  couldn't  have.  We  produce  so 
slowly,  we  could  never  produce  at  the  rate 
a  television  producer  has  to.  So  much  of 
what  we  do  is  bound  up  in  analysis  of  the 
forms  that  we're  using.  If  a  TV  producer 
was  analyzing  the  forms  of  television  as  he 
was  producing  his  TV  shows,  he'd  be 
dead,  he  couldn't  keep  going.  I  think  our 
work  involves  lots  of  time  for  reflection.  In 
a  way  I  shouldn't  say  :his  because,  god 
knows,  maybe  somebody's  sitting  out 
there  wanting  to  offer  us  something  and  I 
don't  want  to  turn  them  off.  We'd  love  to 
get  offers  to  produce  television  shows. 
Jorge:  So  we  can  turn  them  down. 
AA:  I  don't  know.  I'd  be  glad  to  do  a 
television  special. 
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The  1984  Miss  General  Idea  Pavillion,  origin- 
ally intended  to  house  the  1984  Miss  General 
Idea  Pageant,  has  opened  many  wings  all  over 
the  world.  It's  "a  singular  site  with  multiple 
points  of  view.' '  Simply  put,  the  Pavillion  is  a  me- 
thod of  containing  whatever  ideas  General  Idea 
has  for  it  to  contain,  wherever  and  whenever  they 
may  be.  It  also  burnt  to  the  ground  in  Kingston, 
Ontario  in  1 977 .  All  1 ,984  members  of  the  audi- 
ence managed  to  escape  without  injury  —  luck- 
ily, audiences  that  year  had  been  well  rehearsed 
in  gasps  of  astonishment  and  panic  responses  in 
Hot  Property  at  the  Winnipeg  Art  Gallery. 


David:  Before  the  1984  Miss  General  Idea 
Pavillion  was  destroyed,  you  seemed  to  be 
trying  to  turn  the  future  into  myth  before 
it  could  become  history.  Now  that  you're 
creating  unearthed  artifacts  from  the  ruins 
of  the  Pavillion,  you  seem  to  be  trying  to 
turn  the  myth  back  into  history.  Do  you 
see  yourselves  as  mythical  artists,  or  as 
historical  artists! 

AA:  That's  nicely  put,  actually.  It's  a  nice 
synopsis  of  it  all. 

Jorge:  I  think  nothing  can  escape  myth.  I 
don't  think  there's  a  contradiction  be- 
tween myth  and  history.  History  is  so  rid- 
dled with  myth  that  mythical  thoughts  per- 
meate every  aspect  of  daily  life  and  schol- 
arly work.  So,  I'm  not  sure  they're  that 
opposed  or  that  different,  eventually. 
David:  You  could  say  that  ours  is  a  cul- 
ture that  seems  to  be  trying  to  turn  history 
into  myths,  especially  through  television 
and  films,  where  parts  of  history  are  cons- 
tantly being  brought  back  up  and  recreat- 
ed. Do  you  think  you're  part  of  that 
process! 

A  A:  Except  that  it's  the  reverse  of  that 
process.  In  our  case  the  history  is  a  fake 
history,  not  a  real  history.  It  has  no  basis 
in  reality  at  all.  In  a  way,  that  is  a  perfect 
example  of  the  way  in  which  we  expose 
those  structures,  because  we  are  partici- 
pating but  with  no  source  material.  It 
makes  it  all  too  clear  what  that  process  is. 


General  Idea  have,  thougntfully,  classified  their 
own  modus  operandi,  in  a  way  that  both  clarifies 
and  obscures  what  they  are  doing: 

"General  Idea's  Framing  Devices 
GENERAL  IDEA  is  basically  this:  a  framing 
device  within  which  we  inhabit  the  role  of 
artist  as  we  see  the  living  legend. 
THE  1984  MISS  GENERAL  IDEA  PAGEANT 
is  basically  this:  a  framing  device  we  have 
framed  for  our  own  devices  to  contain  our 
frame-ups. 
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MISS  GENERAL  IDEA  1984  is  basically  this: 
an  idea  framing  device  for  arresting  atten- 
tion without  throwing  away  the  key. 

THE  1984  MISS  GENERAL  IDEA  PAVILLION 
is  basically  this:  a  framing  device  for  accom- 
modation. 

THE  FRAME  OF  REFERENCE  is  basically 
this:  a  framing  device  within  which  we  in- 
habit the  role  of  the  general  public,  the  au- 
dience, the  media." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Summer  1978 

At  the  risk  of  being  a  party-pooper,  I  will  elim- 
inate the  shit  before  you  go  ka-ka.  General  Idea's 
Framing  Devices  are  basically  this: 

•  General  Idea  are  themselves,  being  artists. 

•  The  Miss  General  Idea  Pageant  is  their  search 
for  art. 

•  Miss  General  Idea  1984  is  that  art. 

•  The  Miss  General  Idea  Pavillion  is  the  place 
where  that  art  is  presented. 

•  The  Frame  of  Reference  is  the  audience  for  the 
art. 

In  other  words,  General  Idea  are  artists  trying 
to  create  art,  creating  art,  showing  art,  and  hav- 
ing their  art  seen.  And  their  art  scene.  And  eating 
it,  too. 

Do  they  suddenly  seem  ordinary?  Of  course. 
It's  the  artifice  (the  beauty  pageant,  the  pavil- 
lions,  the  drama,  the  complex  language) — that  is 
to  say,  the  culture— that  makes  them  glamorous. 


"Glamour  replaces  Marxism  as  the  single 
revolutionary  statement  of  the  twentieth 
century." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Autumn  1975 

To  extend  this  logically  (which  may,  in  these 
circumstances,  be  illogical),  if  culture  is  artifice 
and  artifice  is  glamorous,  then  the  more  artificial 
you  get  the  more  glamorous  you  become.  This  is 
General  Idea.  Working  at  the  highest  points  of 
culture  by  working  at  the  highest  points  of  artifice. 

"What  is  artificiality?  We  knew  in  order  to 
be  artists  and  to  be  glamorous  artists  we  had 
to  be  artificial  and  we  were." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Autumn  1975 

AA:  The  Glamour  article,  which  people 
constantly  refer  to,  was  written  at  a  time 
when,  within  the  art  scene,  it  was  in  ex- 
tremely bad  taste  to  talk  about  glamour.  It 
was  the  last  subject  in  the  world  that  any- 
body would  mention.  And  the  same  with 
money  and  fame.  Now,  in  a  way,  it's  com- 
pletely reversed.  Every  young  artist  coming 
out  of  art  school  assumes  that  if  they're 
successful  they'll  be  famous,  glamorous 

I  and  rich.  In  the  early  '70s  that  was  the  last 
thing  in  the  world  they  would  want.  It 

I  would  have  meant  the  end  of  their  careers, 
probably,  if  they  were  demonstrably  any  of 
those  things.  Although  secretly,  of  course, 


they  wanted  all  three. 

David:  But  now  that  the  real  world  has 

caught  up  with  you  in  terms  of  wanting 

glamour  and  fame  and  money,  where  does 

that  leave  you! 

Jorge:  Maybe  we  should  write  a  few  TV 

sitcoms. 

AA:  Not  sitcoms  —  it's  perfect  material 

for  Dynasty,  isn't  it! 

Take  the  Miss  General  Idea  Pageant,  for  in- 
stance. Mimi  Paige,  a  close  personal  friend  of  the 
artists,  wascrowned  Miss  General  Idea  1968— in 
1970.  The  most  recent  Miss  General  Idea  was  se- 
lected at  the  pageant  at  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario 
in  197 1 .  His  name  was  Marcel  Idea  and  he  reigned 
for  1 3  years.  It  was  said  that  "he  captured  glamour 
without  falling  into  it." 

What  could  be  more  artificial,  more  superficial 
and,  therefore,  more  cultured  than  a  beauty  pa- 
geant? Utter  meaninglessness  and  instant  glamour 
and  fame  come  together  in  this  common  North 
American  spectacle  which  searches,  at  the  same 
time,  for  the  highest  and  lowest  common  denom- 
inator. Is  this  not  a  definition  of  art?  The  search  for 
Miss  General  Idea  is  the  search  for  art  itself. 


Marcel  Idea  (top  right):  "He  captured  glamour 

without  falling  into  it." 

P  is  for  Poodle  (below):  High  tech  meets  low  brow. 


I  David:  There  seems  to  be  a  certain  anti- 
art  stance  in  your  art. 
Jorge:  Oh  no,  we're  very  pro-art.  I  have 
no  patience  with  people  who  say  that  art  is 
not  active,  that  nobody  goes  to  art  open- 
ings, that  nobody  cares  what  you  do.  It's 
not  true.  It's  different  from  a  film  or  a  TV 
show,  but  you  are  affecting  an  audience. 

|    Felix:  At  the  highest  level  we're  critical, 
and  then  we  also  play  around  with  the  art 
structures,  but  I  can't  think  of  anything 
where  we've  ever  felt  we  were  trying  to  de- 
stroy art  or  pull  the  rug  out  from  under  it. 
Jorge:  Art  is  really  a  network  of  myths, 

|    that's  what  it  is  at  this  point.  So,  you're 
always  going  to  try  to  question  that,  affect 
it  or  change  the  configuration  of  it.  I  think 
it's  a  political  duty. 

Making  up  a  major  part  of  the  current  exhibi- 
tion are  the  Archeological  Works  and  the  Cor- 
nucopia: Fragments  from  the  Room  of  the  Un- 
known Function  from  the  1984  Miss  General 
Idea  Pavillion.  Remember  that,  although  this 
show  is  the  1984  Miss  General  Idea  Pavillion, 
that  very  same  Pavillion  was  also  destroyed  in 
1977.  On  a  practical  level,  this  makes  a  lot  of 
sense.  It's  so  much  easier  to  make  bits  and  pieces 
of  a  building  than  to  have  to  come  up  with  the 
whole  thing. 

Since  nobody  is  certain  just  what  the  partially 
completed  Pavillion  was  going  to  look  like  before 
it  was  destroyed,  the  possibilities  for  the  creation 
of  artifacts  becomes  limitless.  The  remains  of 
various  parts  of  the  Pavillion  have  already  been 
seen  —  for  instance,  the  ruins  of  the  silver  bar 
were  found  in  Toronto  in  1 98 1 .  Through  the  Pav- 
illion, General  Idea  had  created  a  means  of  mak- 
ing the  present  part  of  the  future.  Now  that  the  fu- 
ture is  past,  it  has  to  be  dug  up  and  brought  back 
into  the  present. 

Jorge:  We  just  like  to  fuck  around  with 
time.  We  would  like  to  keep  time  fluid  and 
gelatinous,  like  a  bowl  of  jelly  —  not  too 
firm. 
1984  never  really  meant  a  year  —  only 
I    on  the  most  banal,  narrative,  literary  level. 

Since  the  catastrophe,  archeological  work  has 
unearthed  an  astounding  variety  of  fragments 
and  relics,  most  of  which  feature  poodles.  Poo- 
dles playing,  poodles  walking,  poodles  pissing, 
poodles  fucking. 

AA:  The  poodle  is  obviously,  in  a  way, 
the  fag  hairdresser's  dog.  It's  also  that  of 
the  prostitute  or  the  lady  of  leisure  or  the 
little  old  lady  with  the  grey  hair  or  the 
Florida  matron.  So  many  visual  cliches  are 
bound  up  with  that  particular  dog.  But  one 
of  them  is  definitely  a  gay  cliche. 


|     David:  I  heard  that  the  poodle  is  the  most 

popular  dog  in  Canada. 
|     Felix:  But  no  one  will  admit  it,  actually. 

"We  are  the  lunatic  poodle." 

-  General  Idea,  General  Idea  1968-1984, 

show  catalogue,  1984 

"Like  Customs  agents  on  the  border  of 
acceptance,  we  smuggle  transgressions  back 
into  the  picture....  Cultural,  social,  political, 
sexual,  take  your  pick." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  1979 

Poodles  fucking?  Is  that  a  transgression? 
Maybe.  Maybe  when,  as  in  Mondo  Cane  Kama 
Sutra,  there  are  three  of  them  going  at  it  in  all 
sorts  of  different  positions.  These  perverted  pup- 
pies get  a  whole  room  to  themselves  in  the  Pavil- 
lion, where  they  may  disport  and  spurt  to  their 
endless  and  endfull  doggie  delight. 


David:  It's  hard  to  imagine  straight  artists 


■    money  than  with  politics  or  violence.  I 
think  we're  conscious  that  we're  viewed 
as  a  coven  of  three  fags,  three  gay  warlocks 
messing  about  with  things. 
AA:  Do  you  like  that  image! 
Felix:  Yes,  I  love  it. 

Yet  there's  a  sterility  to  the  fertile  activity  of 
these  cuddly  canines.  It's  in  their  perfect  posi- 
tioning, their  exact  geometric  lines,  in  a  word, 
their  style.  They  are  like  the  images  in  porn  mags: 
all  pose  and  no  action. 

But  they  are  exquisite.  Their  colours  burn, 
they  are  hot,  hot  dogs.  Their  flowing  lines  are  em- 
inentiy  pleasing  and  tasteful.  It's  only  when  you 
realize  what  they're  doing  that  a  hint  of  some- 
thing wrong  raises  its  head  (or  tail).  They  are  so 
posed,  so  beautiful,  so  aloof,  so  glamorous. 
They  are  not  just  culture,  they  are  high  culture. 
They  are  art.  But  are  they  good  art? 

"What  do  you  mean  by  'effective'  art? 

Obviously  art  that  has  effect. 
Obviously  art  that  affects  an  audience. 
Obviously  being  effective  requires  an 


David:  In  your  writing  you've  set  up  an 
apolitical  tone  for  yourselves,  saying  that 
you're  just  appropriating  available  cultural 
forms  and  using  them  to  your  advantage. 
Do  you  see  your  art  as  being  in  any  way 
political  or  progressive,  whatever  that  may 
be? 

Jorge:  I  like  to  think  our  political  thought 
is  progressive,  but  the  work  might  some- 
times go  against  the  grain  of  our  political 
thought  because  we  want  to  be  bratty 
again.  So  even  if  our  political  conscious- 
ness is  completely  correct,  we  still  like  to 
play  at  being  incorrect  now  and  then. 
AA:  Just  to  question  — 
Jorge:  —  the  correctness  of  it. 
AA:  The  smugness  one  can  so  easily  fall 
into. 


Test  Tube  (top  right):  Billy  takes  a  taste  of  Nazi  milk. 
Towards  an  Audience  Vocabulary  (above):  How  to 
perform  a  standing  ovation. 


coming  up  with  something  like  Mondo 
Cane  Kama  Sutra. 

AA:  I  think  the  fact  that  we're  not  afraid 
to  be  playful  works  against  the  traditional 
male  role.  You  know,  the  willingness  to  be 
silly  at  times,  and  without  feeling  that  silli- 
ness was  meaningless.  That's  something 
that  I  think  was  very  difficult  for  the  art 
world  to  accept  when  we  first  started  out. 
And  it's  something  now  that,  to  a  large 
extent,  they  accept  more  easily. 

Also  the  subject  of  irony.  Irony  is  obvi- 
ously a  strong  ingredient  in  camp  and  our 
work  is  very  ironic.  Whether  it's  camp  or 
not,  I'm  not  sure,  but  it  certainly  is  ironic. 
That  was  also  very  hard  for  the  art  scene 
to  accept  in  the  early  70s.  Now  irony 
seems  to  be  a  common  ingredient  in  new 
art  forms.  I  don't  know  if  that  has  any 
relationship  with  being  gay  or  not.  You 
could  easily  make  a  case  for  it  being  so,  but 
I  think  it's  more  complicated  than  that. 
Jorge:  I  think  that  when  we're  being  brat- 
ty we're  usually  doing  it  in  some  sort  of 
sexual  way.  We're  not  being  bratty  by  be- 
ing too  violent  or  being  too  outrageous.  If 
we  ever  want  to  offend  somebody  it  usual- 
ly has  more  to  do  with  sex  and  maybe 


audience. 

Obviously  art  that  has  effect  is  art  that  has 

an  audience. 

To  win  a  mass  audience  does  not  require  art 

appreciation  classes  or  longer  gallery  hours 

or  lower  prices....  To  have  effect,  art  must 

reposition  itself  in  competition  with  other 

mass  audiences. 

Artists  of  the  world  —  sell  out  —  sell  out 

before  it's  too  late! 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Fall  1977 

Has  General  Idea  sold  out?  No.  No,  strangely 
enough,  in  spite  of  splendid  opportunities  to  do 
so.  Why,  I'm  sure  their  Magic  Cocktail  Palette 
from  the  Colour  Bar  Lounge  could  sell  millions  if 
properly  marketed.  And  the  mirrored  Luxon  VB 
(for  Venetian  blinds),  unfortunately  not  unearth- 
ed for  the  Pavillion,  could  sell  sight-unseen  if  the 
eyes  could  have  it.  Now  there  would  be  effective 
art!  Why  are  they  showing  in  galleries  when  they 
could  be  entrancing  millions,  becoming  comforts 
in  our  own  homes? 

Could  il  be  they  have  something  else  in  mind? 


David:  Do  you  think  art  is  of  any  use  pol- 
itically! Can  it  help  to  bring  about  changes 
or  be  an  effective  critic  of,  say,  social 
institutions! 

AA:  For  us  it's  not  so  direct,  we're  not 
doing  work  that  comments  directly  on  any 
particular  situation  or  organization  or 
government  or  whatever.  What  we're  in- 
volved in  is  creating  a  consciousness  of 
culture.  We  bring  up  issues,  almost  on  a 
subliminal  level,  that  alter  people's  percep- 
tions of  culture  —  I  like  to  think,  anyway.  I 
think  art  tends  to  work  on  a  much  longer 
timespan  than  journalism,  say. 


I    which  is  that  once  an  image  appears  in  an 
art  form,  it's  because  it's  left  reality.  It's 
because  it's  no  longer  viable  in  the  real 
world. 

Well,  so  much  for  that  idea. 

But  if  right  and  wrong  and  truth  and  falsehood 
and  even  reality  are  gone,  what's  left?  What  good 
is  a  book  when  all  you  have  left  to  judge  it  by  is  the 
cover? 

"Glamorous  objects  have  been  brutally 
emptied  of  meaning  that  parasitic  but 
cultured  meaning  may  be  housed  there." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Autumn  1975 


Jorge:  I  think  the  interesting  thing  is  that 
camp  started  coming  out  when  glamour 
was  at  its  lowest  ebb,  in  the  late  '60s  and 
70s.  Or  at  least  what  they  called  glamour: 
lots  of  makeup  and  the  Hollywood  roman- 
tic lighting,  basically.  The  rise  of  camp,  or 
self-consciousness  about  camp,  had  to  do 
with  the  destruction  of  glamour,  in  a  funny 
way.  The  only  way  it  was  going  to  be  ex- 
posed for  what  it  was  was  that  you  could 
laugh  at  it  and  put  it  on,  pretend  that  you 
liked  it,  or  even  like  it.  You  were  being  bad 
by  liking  it.  So  even  if  they  seem  to  rein- 
force each  other,  camp  is  really  a  way  to 
destroy  glamour.  It's  like  anti-glamour, 
I    even  though  it  pretends  not  to  be. 


AA:  It  seems  completely  out  of  our  con- 
trol. We've  spun  this  whole  web  and  now 
we're  caught  in  the  middle  of  it. 
Felix:  I  think  the  problem  is  that  we  exert 
too  much  control  over  our  own  work.  We 
participate  too  much.  The  marketplace 
wants  an  artist  they  can  take,  preferably 
with  no  bio,  never  shown  before,  and 
make  into  something. 
AA:  They'd  like  to  create  their  own 
myths.  We've  created  the  myth,  the  dealer 
can't  do  it  for  us. 

Felix:  And  we  always  want  to  participate 
in  the  exhibitions.  Not  just  be  at  the  open- 
ing, but  — 

AA:  —  in  the  promotion  of  the  exhibition 
and  the  exhibition  — 
Felix:  —  in  designing  the  poster  — 
AA:  —  the  strategy,  the  marketing  and  — 
Felix:  —  meeting  the  people  and  what 
have  you.  I  think  — 
AA:  —  the  dealer's  nightmare.' 
Felix:  —  it  turns  out  that  it's  a  liability 
rather  than  an  asset. 

David:  So  why  do  you  continue  to  do  it? 
AA:  The  work  is  so  often  bound  up  in 
statements  about  that  whole  system  that 
it's  impossible  for  us  not  to  participate. 
Felix:  We  would  also  feel  guilty  if  we 
didn't.  It's  presenting  your  work  and  go- 
ing through  the  whole  system.  Not  just  al- 
lowing yourself  to  be  placed  in  a  gallery 
and  then  promoted. 

AA:  We  don't  want  to  just  be  some  ob- 
ject that's  used  and  manipulated  within  the 
marketplace. 

David:  Do  you  want  to  do  the  using  and 
the  manipulating? 

AA:  No,  but  we  want  to  have  control 
over  our  own  presence. 
Felix:  On  the  other  hand,  we  would  love 
to  be  used. 


"Head  and  hand  are  seperate  (sic);  body  and 
mind  are  seperate.  The  hand  is  a  mirror  for 
the  mind.  Wrap  your  arm  around  your  head, 
lodging  your  elbow  behind  and  gripping  your 


"We  wanted  to  point  out  the  wildly  fluctuat- 
ing interpretations  you,  our  public,  impose 
on  us.  Under  your  gaze  we  become  every- 
thing from  frivolous  night-lifers  to  hard-core 
post-Marxist  theoreticians.  We  wanted  to 
point  out  the  function  of  ambiguity  in  our 
work,  the  way  in  which  ambiguity  'flips  the 
meaning  in  and  out  of  focus,'  thus  prevent- 
ing the  successful  deciphering  of  the  text 
(both  visual  and  written)  except  on  multiple 
levels.  Curiously,  many  of  you  choose  only 
to  read  one  side  to  any  story.  Since  we  give  a 
wide  range  of  choices  (and  we  are  conscious 
of  the  politics  of  choice)  we  are  never  sure 
which  side  you,  our  readers,  will  take." 

—  General  Idea,  FILE  Megazine,  Summer  1978 

What  to  do  with  artists  who  claim  to  have  no 
viewpoint  on  their  own  art,  but  acknowledge  sev- 
eral points  of  view?  Who,  by  excluding  the  possi- 
bility of  being  right,  also  exclude  the  possibility  of 
being  wrong?  Perhaps  it  involves  going  beyond 
issues  of  right  and  wrong,  correct  and  incorrect, 
truths  and  lies  and  getting  to  the  nitty-gritty,  the 
reality  of  things. 

|  AA:  By  flaunting  all  those  stupid  cliches  of 

I  fogg0^.  I  chink  there  are  a  lot  of  people 

I  who  would  say  we  are  reinforcing  them.  A 

I  lot  of  people  feel  that  our  work  contri- 
butes to  incorrect  ideas  about  gayness,  or 

I  capitalism,  or  wealth.  We  would  tend  to 

I  take  more  of  Marshall  McLuhan's  idea, 
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Magic  Cocktail  Palette  (top  right): 
Serving  art  to  the  masses. 
Luxon  V.B.  (above):  Reflections  on  art 
and  reality. 


The  pages  of  the  book  aren't  blank,  they've 
merely  been  rewritten.  The  idea  that  was  once 
there  still  floats  about  it,  like  the  smell  of  old,  yel- 
lowed paper,  but  somehow  the  plot  has  changed, 
the  characters  are  doing  unexpected  things. 

We  all  meet  at  General  Idea's  Colour  Bar 
Lounge,  where  the  objects  that  have  been  emp- 
tied, that  need  filling,  are  not  magazines  or  poo- 
dles but  ourselves.  We  have  become  empty,  void 
of  meaning,  which  must  be  supplied.  Step  right 
up  and  knock  one  back.  How  about  some  res- 
ponsible trendiness?  Or  a  nice  cool  glass  of  Na- 
tional Socialism?  What's  in  it,  you  ask?  Does  it 
matter?  It's  something  to  grab  onto,  to  give  your 
life  "meaning."  What  more  do  you  want?  Sure, 
it's  not  easy,  drinking  out  of  those  skinny  test 
tubes  —  you  can't  even  get  your  nose  into  the 
opening.  But  then,  do  you  really  want  to  risk  get- 
ting a  whiff  of  what  you're  swallowing?  Besides, 
it's  so  stylish,  so  now.  Why,  everyone  will  be  do- 
ing it  next  year.  Of  course,  by  then  it  will  be  passe. 

David:  I  want  to  ask  you  about  the  rela- 
tionship between  camp  and  glamour.  You 
say  you  haven't  thought  about  camp  that 
much,  but  obviously  you've  given  a  lot  of 
thought  to  glamour. 


Also,  the  basic  thing  about  camp  is  that 
you  are  on  the  outside,  like  you're  sitting 
in  the  dark  cinema  watching  all  the  gla- 
mour being  projected  on  the  screen.  The 
only  way  you  can  cope  with  all  that  infor- 
mation is  by  shrieking,  "Oh!  This  is  so 
outrageous!  Wow!" 

I'm  very  pro-camp,  personally.  I  think 
it's  a  really  good  defence  mechanism  for 
dealing  with  culture.  It's  a  way  of  digesting 
that  information  without  being  caught  up 
in  it. 


chin  with  your  hand.  The  act  is  now  com- 
plete. Held,  you  are  holding.  Holding,  you 
are  held.  You  are  subject  and  object,  context 
and  content,  viewed  and  voyeur." 

—  General  Idea,  Manipulating  the  Self  ,  1971 

Manipulating,  you  are  manipulated.  Using, 
you  are  used. 
Or  vice  versa.  • 


(SSf\ 


The  thing  to  remember  is  that,  even  though 
General  Idea  are  critiquing  both  mass  and  high 
culture,  they're  creating  it  at  the  same  time.  And 
all  that  glamour!  How  to  digest  that  information 
without  being  caught  up  in  it? 

David:  There's  a  whole  mythology 
around  your  work  that  people  almost  have 
to  have  a  grasp  of  before  they  can  under- 
stand it.  How  much  of  a  problem  do  you 
think  that  is! 
Jorge:  A  horrible  problem. 


**r; 


David  Vereschagin  is 

neither  famous, 

glamorous  nor  rich,  but 

he  is  an  artist  currently 

living  in  Toronto. 


*J 


Where  Virginia  Woolf saw  greatness  of  soul,  others  seem  to  find  "a  dark  sadistic  province" 

Variations  on  Vita 


Vita:  TheLifeofVitaSackville-Westby  Victor- 
ia Glendinning.  Knopf  (Random  House  of 
Canada),  1984.  $23.95.  Penguin,  $9.95  (pbk). 

Catherine  Bennett  • 

Well.  It's  massive  and  impressive.  It's 
sober  and  humorous.  It  respects  its 
subject.  It's  literary,  scholarly  and  very,  very 
readable.  In  chronicling  the  life  of  Vita  Sackville- 
West,  Edwardian  novelist,  poet  and  lover  of 
women,  Victoria  Glendinning  has  produced  the 
most  welcome  biography  of  a  famous  lesbian  to 
come  along  in  quite  a  while. 

I  might  also  say,  while  I'm  at  it,  that  it  provides 
one  of  the  year's  best  opportunities  for  literary 
voyeurism.  The  book  is  not  in  the  least  gossipy; 
Glendinning  struggles  —  successfully  —  to  give 
equal  weight  to  Vita's  careers  as  writer,  gardener 
and  female  Don  Juan,  though  the  last  of  these 
could  easily  have  taken  precedence.  But  for  the 
unscrupulous  reader  (go  on!  admit  it!)  this  book, 
based  on  letters,  private  journals  and  poems  not 
intended  for  publication,  is  almost  all  you  could  ' 
ask  for.  At  the  very  least  it  will  confirm  a  few  sus- 
picions and  tell  you  some  things  you  never  knew 
before.  And  when  all's  said  and  done,  what's  a 
biography  for? 

.  To  speak  of  Vita  Sackville-West,  one  must 
speak  of  her  unorthodox  marriage  to  writer  and 
diplomat  Harold  Nicolson — a  man  as  attracted 
to  other  men  as  Vita  was  to  other  women.  By  ne- 
cessity Vita  covers  much  of  the  material  which 
was  the  focus  of  the  earlier  Portrait  of  a  Mar- 
riage, by  their  son  Nigel  Nicolson.  But  Glendin- 
ning's  perspective  is  different,  and  while  she  ac- 
knowledges the  success  of  the  Nicolsons'  open 
marriage  and  cites  their  trust  and  understanding 
of  each  other's  needs,  she  proves  to  be  a  more  re- 
sistant reader  than  Nigel  Nicolson  when  dealing 
with  their  letters  and  diaries.  Harold,  in  particu- 
lar, is  seen  to  have  had  "a  misleading  way  of  writ- 
ing about  himself...  that  was  humorously  self- 
deprecating."  He  had  no  great  liking  for  women, 
seeing  Vita  as  an  exception,  and  certain  of  his  let- 
ters reveal  a  blatant  chauvinism  that  makes  clear 
the  harsh  side  of  his  character.  Vita,  for  her  part, 
is  shown  to  have  despised  marriage,  and  to  have 
found  it  bearable  only  because  of  the  understand- 
ing she  and  Harold  had  for  one  another. 

Vita's  love  affairs  are  dealt  with  objectively 
and  unsentimentally,  but  Glendinning  balances 
this  by  presenting  excerpts  of  passionate  letters 
from  Sackville-West's  lovers.  The  emerging  pic- 
ture of  Vita  is  that  of  a  fascinating,  dangerous 
and  not  alway  likeable  person.  Her  affairs  began 
quickly  and  were  always  intense.  She  expected  a 
sort  of  commitment  and  fidelity  from  her  lovers 
which  she  did  not — and  perhaps  could  not  —  re- 
turn. To  the  women  she  loved,  she  often  seemed 
detached;  beyond  a  certain  point,  they  could 
come  no  closer  to  her.  Evelyn  Irons  (though  it 
could  have  been  any  of  Vita's  lovers)  wrote  that, 
for  Vita,  she  was  "a  joke  or  a  diversion.  I  am  not 
part  of  your  life  at  all.  Not  that  I  feel  I  am  not 
damned  lucky  to  have  any  share  in  you,  however 
small...."  Part  of  the  reason  for  the  feeling  of  dis- 
tance was  the  secrecy  Vita  imposed  on  all  her  af- 
fairs, despite  her  own  open  marriage,  forcing 
both  her  lovers  and  herself  into  deception.  Glen- 


Vita  Sackville-West:  craving  "two  incompatible  states  of  being:  peace  and  passion ' ' 


dinning  suggests  that  for  Vita  "secrecy  was  of  the 
essence.  She  would  always  want  to  keep  her 
'world  of  romance'  away  from  the  outside  world 
and  apart  from  her  life  with  Harold....  Vita  was 
infinitely  secretive  and  devious,  though  she  be- 
lieved herself  to  be  candid." 

Her  celebrated  affair  with  Violet  Trefusis,  with 
whom  Vita  ran  away  to  France  in  1918,  appears 
to  get  short  shrift  here  but,  as  Glendinning  points 
out,  Vita  gave  her  own  account  of  that  in  an  auto- 
biographical manuscript  which  Nigel  Nicolson 
published  in  Portrait  of  a  Marriage.  Glendin- 
ning's  aim,  once  again,  is  to  provide  a  more  dis- 
tanced view,  unclouded  by  love  or  involvement. 
"Memory,  especially  of  love,  distorts  and  se- 
lects," she  says,  and  suggests  that  in  Vita's  own 
account  her  happiness  with  Violet  was  somewhat 
overblown.  She  cites  a  passage  from  Vita's  diary 
of  that  time:  "Hate  life  —  hate  Paris  —  wish  I 
were  dead."  She  also  makes  clear  that  although 
Vita  and  Violet  expressed  contempt  for  conven- 
tion and  adopted  the  role  of  rebels,  their  courage 
failed  when  faced  with  the  prospect  of  genuine  os- 
tracism. Both  women  were  raised  as  members  of 
the  privileged  classes—  Violet  the  daughter  of  a 
mistress  of  King  Edward  VII;  Vita  the  only  child 
of  the  Third  Baron  Sackville,  brought  up  at 
Knole,  the  huge  ancestral  estate  which,  had  she 
been  a  man,  she  would  have  inherited.  The  idea 
of  forfeiting  such  privilege  once  and  for  all  was 
terrifying.  Glendinning  does  not  speculate  on 
what  the  future  might  have  been  for  Vita  and  Vio- 
let had  they  remained  together.  Yet  twenty  years 
after  the  end  of  the  affair,  Violet  still  remained 
menacingly  attractive.  Vita  was  afraid  to  sec  her 
because,  she  wrote,  "We  simply  couldn't  have 
this  nice,  simple,  naif,  childish  connexion  with- 


out it  turning  into  a  passionate  love  affair  again.' ' 
Vita's  "dual  personality"  is  clearly  drawn, 
one  side  expressing  dominance,  aggression  and 
cruelty,  the  other — the  domestic  side — contain- 
ing the  aristocratic  lady,  the  mother  and  the  wife. 
To  the  end  of  her  life,  Vita  simultaneously  craved 
two  incompatible  states  of  being:  peace  and  pas- 
sion. Vita's  lovers  often  found  her  tenderness 
changing  to  dominance,  exposing  a  covert  sad- 
ism which  frightened  and  compelled  Vita  herself. 
In  a  poem  to  Mary  Campbell,  wife  of  the  poet 
Roy  Campbell,  she  wrote  at  the  height  of  their 
affair: 

And  shall  you,  gliding  in  your  silken  shirt, 
Deny  the  hidden  bruises  of  your  flesh, 
Nor  boast  the  livid  honour  of  your  hurt? 
Come,  if  they  fade,  I'll  brand  you  deep  afresh. 

The  conflicts  in  Vita's  personality  caused  her 
much  unhappiness,  but  Glendinning  observes 
that  "In  Vita's  potential  for  ruthlessness,  crimin- 
al carelessness  and  self-abandon  may  have  lain 
her  only  chance  of  testing  what  genius  she  had .' ' 
Genius  was  something  which  Vita,  in  her  ca- 
reer as  a  writer,  never  realized.  Virginia  Woolf, 
whom  Vita  met  in  1922,  later  fell  in  love  with  and 
continued  to  see  until  Virginia's  suicide  in  1 94 1 , 
commented  that  Sackville-West  wrote  "with 
complete  competency  and  a  pen  of  brass.' '  Glen- 
dinning concedes  that  Vita  produced  "some 
good  books  and  some  good  poems,"  but  her  po- 
etry was  neither  innovative  noninguistically  ex- 
citing; her  novels  (which  Glendinning  synopsiz- 
es)  tended  toward  melodrama.  Vita  disowned 
most  of  her  novels  and  hated  to  be  reminded  of 
them;  she  was  never  secure  in  her  abilities  as  a 
pod.  and  later  in  life  when  her  work  was  snubbed 
she  was  shattered. 


Ironically,  though  Vita's  ambition  was  to  be  a 
great  poet,  her  most  significant  achievements 
were  as  a  gardener.  Glendinning  comments  that 
Vita's  "one  magnificent  act  of  creation"  was  Sis- 
singhurst,  her  country  estate,  the  garden  of  which 
she  conceived  and  laboured  over  for  years  until  il 
achieved  perfection.  Her  articles  on  gardening 
were,  "whether  she  liked  it  or  not,  to  make  her 
more  widely  known  and  more  eagerly  read  than 
anything  else  she  ever  wrote." 

Sissinghurst  gave  Vita  pleasure  to  the  end  of 
her  life,  and  there,  from  about  the  age  of  forty  on, 
she  adopted  a  rather  bizarre  mode  of  dress  that 
also  expressed  her  duality — the  masculine  mixed 
with  the  aristocratic  lady:  "...whipcord  breech- 
es, hight  boots  with  laced  canvas  uppers  made  to 
her  own  design...  a  rough  jacket  or  jerkin  over  a 
blouse  —  and  her  pearls  and  dangling  earrings.' ' 
She  feared  that  people  found  her  appearance  ec- 
centric, but  did  little  to  alter  it.  Surprisingly,  she 
grew  more  and  more  conservative,  deploring  the 
English  welfare  state  and  nervous  about  her  eld- 
est son  Ben's  anti-establishment  views.  Though 
Vita  continued  to  fall  in  love,  she  came  to  value 
most  the  few  "indestructible"  relationships  she 
had  achieved,  above  all  her  closeness  with  Har- 
old. Plagued  with  poor  health  and  believing  her- 
self a  failure  as  a  writer,  she  developed  an  insidi- 
ous alcoholism  which  she  was  never  able  to  come 
to  grips  with.  Increasingly,  she  retreated  to  her 
room  in  the  tower  at  Sissinghurst,  and  there,  in 
June  1962,  she  died. 

This  portrait  of  an  exhausted,  severely 
depressed  and  defeated  woman  differs  sharply 
from  the  indomitable  Vita  hitherto  painted  by 
critics  and  biographers.  Glendinning  presents  it 
compassionately,  but  does  not  lose  hold  of  her 
objectivity.  As  a  narrator  she  remains  invisible, 
letting  the  story  of  Vita's  life  tell  itself,  and  resist- 
ing that  temptation  of  all  biographers:  intrusive- 
ness.  In  her  preface  she  announces  a  refusal  to  in- 
dulge in  amateur  psychiatry,  and  she  sticks  by 
this.  Where  motives  for  Vita's  actions  are  sug- 
gested, it  is  with  the  intention  of  provoking 
thought.  Her  commentary  on  Vita's  life  reads 
like  a  considered,  learned  (and  often  lively)  ap- 
preciation of  the  facts  and  documents. 

This  is  a  book  with  few  flaws.  One  of  these, 
however,  is  Glendinning's  failure  to  go  far 
enough  in  her  discussion  of  lesbianism.  Indeed, 
the  word  " lesbian ' '  is  almost  never  used,  which  is 
odd  considering  Vita's  life.  We  are  told  that  she 
never  had  any  desire  to  "come  out"  about  her 
"love  for  women"  (as  Glendinning  puts  it),  and 
the  scandal  such  an  action  would  have  caused  in 
London  society  is  intimated.  Nor  does  Glendin- 
ning suggest,  as  she  might  have,  that  Vita's  grow- 
ing isolation  in  middle  and  old  age  could  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the  absence  of  lesbians 
among  not  only  her  friends,  but  among  her  lov- 
ers, who  were  most  often  bisexual  or  basically 
heterosexual,  and  often  married.  Glendinning's 
use  of  the  words  "masculine"  and  "feminine"— 
words  that  are  easy  (perhaps  too  easy)  to  use  in 
conjunction  with  Vita,  becomes  irritating  al 
times,  and  of  little  currency  when  discussing  a 
person  who  believed  "the  sexes  would  become 
more  nearls  merged  on  aceounl  of  (heir  mcrcas- 
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ing  resemblances."  At  other  times  these  terms 
bring  relief,  simplifying  the  intricacies  of  Vita's 
personality.  The  comfort  of  labels  is  dangerous, 
but  seductive. 

These  failings  don't  seriously  mar  the  book.  It 
remains  a  work  of  remarkable  skill — though  one 
less  multi-dimensional  and  complex  than  its  sub- 
ject: Vita  herself.  • 

Catherine  Bennett  lives  and  writes  in  Toronto. 


A  correspondent  of 
"a  nice,  kind  nature" 

The  Letters  of  Vita  Sackville-West  to  Virginia 
Woolf.  Edited  by  Mitchell  Leaska.  William 
Morrow  &  Company,  1985.  $25.50 

Mary  Meigs  • 

Vita  Sackville-West's  letters  to  Virginia 
Woolf  are  published  here  for  the  first 
time;  Virginia's  to  Vita  can  be  read  in  her  collect- 
ed letters,  in  six  volumes  which  came  out  between 
1975  and  1980.  Both  were  supremely  gifted  let- 
ter-writers, and  Vita's  letters  are  a  joy  to  read  as 
she  ranges  over  her  world  with  her  alert  senses, 
her  humour  and  tenderness.  This  volume  docu- 
ments (with  some  of  Virginia's  replies)  the  love 
between  the  two  writers,  which  went  through  a 
stage  of  flirtation  (provocative  letters  that  genera- 
ted declarations  of  love),  a  short  period  of  pas- 
sion and  a  steadfast  commitment  to  each  other 
which  lasted  until  Virginia's  death. 

Since  I've  fallen  in  love  with  Vita  Sackville- 
West  while  reading  her  letters,  I  was  pained  to 
read  Mitchell  Leaska's  introduction,  in  which  he 
labours  to  define  "the  thrust  of  Virginia's  emo- 
tional alignment  to  Vita,"  and  to  explain  the 
"otherwise  unexplained  roles  of  dominance  and 
compliance  that  both  women  acted  out  in  their 
lives  in  the  guise  of  parent  and  child,  healer  and 
patient,  and  metaphorically,  perhaps  even  victor 
and  victim."  Leaska  tells  us  that  Virginia  assum- 
ed a  submissive  role  because  she  recognized  "a 
dark  sadistic  province"  in  Vita's  "emotional  ter- 
rain," and  he  gathers  momentum  for  his  presen- 
tation of  Vita  in  her  relations  with  Virginia:  "her 
sense  of  domination";  "her  sense  of  power"; 
"the  deep  vein  of  aggression  that  ran  through 
Vita's  nature."  He  even  downplays  Vita's  feeling 
for  Virginia:  "her  bounty,  her  protection,  her 
passion  —  these  were  not  love,  exactly,  but  they 
were  the  only  generous  expedients  she  could  offer 
in  its  place." 

To  confuse  matters,  Leaska  contradicts  his 
portrait  of  Vita  as  a  power-hungry,  aggressive, 
self-deceiving,  determinedly  masculinized  wom- 
an whose  thirst  for  fame  "was  the  hidden  key"  by 
quoting  phrases  from  Virginia's  letters  and  dia- 
ries which  show  an  entirely  different  Vita.  "The 
truth  is  that  she  is  an  extremely  nice,  kind  nature, ' ' 
says  Virginia  in  a  letter  to  he  husband  Leonard. 
And  apropos  of  Vita's  "thirst  for  fame,"  Virgin- 
ia says  in  her  diary,  "She  says  she  gets  more  pain 
than  pleasure  from  praise  of  her  books,  which  I 
believe  to  be  true.  Never  was  there  a  more  modest 
writer." 

Perhaps  Vita  was  ambitious  (a  crime  in  a  wom- 
an, as  we  all  know),  but  there  was  never  a  writer 
who  accepted  criticism  more  humbly,  with  a 
more  evident  desire  to  test  it  for  truth.  Who  but 
Vita  could  have  taken  so  to  heart  Virginia's  words 
about  her  poem,  TheLand:  "I  imagine  itwantsa 
little  central  transparency...  some  sudden  inten- 
sity." Vita  agreed  with  touching  humility.  "It  is 
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Virginia  Woolf  and 

Vita  Sackville-West,  1932 

"If  Vita  had  a  conquer- 
ing side  in  her  relations 
with  other  women,  with 
Virginia  she  was  kind, 
forbearing,  humble 
and  funny." 

the  thing  which  spoils  me  as  a  writer;  destroys  me 
as  a  poet."  In  the  relation  between  the  two  writ- 
ers, it  was  Virginia  who  held  the  power  but  used  it 
tactfully;  Vita's  work  had  qualities  that  Virginia 
admired  and  praised.  Her  great  virtues  were  her 
"invincible  modesty,"  as  Virginia  called  it,  and 
the  honesty  which  enabled  her  to  become  the  un- 
sentimental chronicler  of  the  aristocracy  which 
had  shaped  her  without  deforming  her.  I  was  as- 
tonished when  I  read  The  Edwardians  recently, 
to  find  that  it  is  a  masterpiece  of  wit  and  irony 
which  shows,  just  as  her  wonderful  letters  about 
life  as  a  diplomat's  wife  show,  that  she  saw 
through  all  the  splendours  of  aristocratic  life  and 
could  describe  it  with  a  remarkable  sharpness  of 
vision. 

Vita's  greatness  of  soul,  combined  with  her 
physical  beauty,  made  her  irresistible  to  Virginia. 
"Her  beauty,' '  says  her  son  Nigel  Nicolson  in  his 
introduction  to  Volume  III  of  Virginia's  letters, 
"was  dark  and  lustrous,  ripe  as  a  fig;  tall  and 
graceful,  the  two  elements  of  her  nature,  feminine 
and  masculine,  combined  into  an  appearance 
which  was  both  ravishing  and  strong."  Nicolson, 
thank  goodness,  unlike  Leaska,  seems  to  think  it 
natural  for  feminine  and  masculine  elements  to 
combine.  Vita,  according  to  Leaska,  "fearful 
that  it  might  put  her  in  deadly  combat  with  her 
mother  for  male  favour...  suppressed  her  femin- 
ine side  and...  granted  ascendancy  to  masculine 
behaviour,  male  pursuits,  and  boyish  manner- 
isms." Another  of  Vita's  strategies  for  domina- 
tion, we  are  supposed  to  think. 

If  Vita  had  a  conquering  side  in  her  relations 
with  other  women,  with  Virginia  she  was  kind, 
forbearing,  humble  and  funny.  Inevitably  they 
had  disagreements  from  time  to  time  and  hurt 
each  other  in  unintended  ways;  this  happens  be- 
tween loving  friends  and  is  a  peculiarity  of  ex- 
changes of  letters  as  opposed  to  face-to-face  con- 
versations. It  is  part  of  the  flirtatious  excitement 
of  letter-writing  between  lovers.  Virginia,  writing 
to  Vita  at  the  British  legation  in  Teheran  in  1927, 
says,  "Yes,  I  want  you  more  and  more.  You'll 
like  to  think  me  unhappy  I  know,"  and  contin- 


ues,"  Morgan  (E  M  Forster)  says. . .  one  spends  3 
hours  on  food,  3  on  sleep,  4  on  work,  2  on  love. 
Lytton  (Strachey)  says  1 0  on  love.  I  say  the  whole 
day  on  love....  But  you've  never  been  in  love, 
they  say ."  And  Vita  replies : "  I  always  get  devas- 
tated when  I  hear  from  you.  God,  I  do  love  you. 
You  say  I  use  no  endearments.  That  strikes  me  as 
funny.  When  I  wake  in  the  Persian  dawn,  and  say 
to  myself 'Virginia...  Virginia.'" 

In  my  imagination  I  see  Virginia  as  a  Saluki, 
one  of  those  infinitely  graceful  and  fine-boned 
dogs  of  ancient  lineage,  bounding  around  a  fully 
caparisoned  Arab  mare.  Vita  was  literally  sad- 
dled by  her  aristocratic  heritage;  she  was  broken 
in  to  accept  its  traditions,  yet  her  indomitable 
eyes  flashed  fire.  Part  of  Virginia's  fascination 
with  her  grew  from  Vita's  place  in  the  history  of 
England,  her  ability  to  play  her  role  as  daughter 
of  the  Sackvilles  and  mistress  of  Knole,  until  the 
ancestral  home  passed  out  of  her  hands  on  her 
father's  death.  But  a  deeper  bond  was  forged  in 
their  sensitivity  to  each  other  as  writers.  In  May 
1927  Vita  wrote  Virginia,  after  reading  To  the 
Lighthouse,  "I  am  dazzled  and  bewitched.  Why 
did  you  say  anything  so  silly  as  that  I  shouldn't 
like  it?  You  can  never  have  meant  that  though. . . . 
Darling  it  makes  me  afraid  of  you.  Afraid  of  your 
penetration  and  loveliness  and  genius."  And  of 
Orlando,  Virginia's  1928  biographical  fantasy  of 
a  young  aristocrat  who  moves  through  English  his- 
tory from  the  1 6th  to  the  1 9th  centuries,  changing 
sex  along  the  way —a  character  frankly  based  on 
Vita  —  she  says,  "It  seems  to  me  the  loveliest, 
wisest,  richest  book  that  I  have  ever  read. . . .' '  The 
end  of  this  letter  made  me  laugh  out  loud:  "Also, 
you  have  invented  a  new  form  of  Narcissism  —  I 
confess,  —  I  am  in  love  with  Orlando  —  this  is  a 
complication  I  had  not  foreseen." 

So  is  the  reader  in  love  with  Orlando/ Vita,  and 
with  Virginia,  too;  a  benign  triangle,  one  might 
call  it.  And  one  is  in  love  with  their  vulnerability 
and  their  mutual  anxieties  which  are  part  of  the 
love-dialogue:  Virginia's  fear  that  Vita  will  not 
like  To  the  Lighthouse;  Vita's  fear  that  Virginia, 
even  after  her  ecstatic  praise  of  Orlando,  will 
think  her  "too  confused  and  illiterate  for  any- 
thing"; and  the  evidence  in  Virginia's  reply  that 
she  had  been  afraid  that  Vita  would  be  "hurt  or 
angry."  "What  an  immense  relief!"  she  says. 
There  is  in  their  letters  a  pattern  of  anxiety  and  re- 
lief; Vita  anticipates  what  she  thinks  will  be  Vir- 
ginia's negative  response  to  her  work  by  running 
it  down  in  advance,  even  though  Virginia,  except 
for  her  remarks  about  "central  transparency," 
has  been  encouraging  and  even  enthusiastic.  It 
seems  to  be  characteristic  of  writers— and  is  per- 
haps a  woman  writer's  instinctive  defence  —  to 
prepare  for  the  worst  by  saying,  "You  won't  like 
it,"  a  much  safer  procedure  than  saying  "You'll 
love  it."  In  the  case  of  Virginia  and  Vita  it  showed 
that  each  admired  the  work  of  the  other  enough 
to  care  deeply  what  she  thought.  Fortunately, 
they  were  so  different  as  writers  that  there  was 
none  of  the  sense  of  rivalry  Virginia  had  felt,  for 
instance,  with  Katherine  Mansfield,  whose  work 
was  among  the  first  published  by  Virginia  and 
Leonard's  Hogarth  Press.  Vita  was  dazzled  by 
Virginia's  genius,  and  Virginia  respected  Vita's 
competence  and  her  prolific  brain.  "You  have  a 
rich,  dusky  attic  of  a  mind,"  she  told  Vita. 

Only  on  one  occasion  did  a  book  precipitate  a 
quarrel.  The  book  was  Virginia's  ThreeGuineas, 
in  which  she,  more  clearly  than  any  other  woman 
of  her  time,  had  perceived  the  link  between  the 
patriarchy  and  war,  between  fascism  and  the  op- 
pression of  women,  and  had  wanted  to  declare 
the  independence  of  women  from  the  state.  For 
once,  Vita  was  blind,  not  to  the  virtues  of  Virgin- 
ia's writing  but  to  her  argument.  The  conserva- 
tive aristocrat  came  into  conflict  with  the  radical 
feminist.  Writing  on  the  eve  of  World  War  II,  Vir- 


ginia had  challenged  the  idea  of  patriotism,  but 
love  of  country  was  part  of  Vita's  life-blood.  And 
like  many  successful  women  today  who  have  pros- 
pered under  the  patriarchy,  she  had  a  certain  dis- 
dain for  feminism.  She  wrote  Virginia  a  hurried, 
rather  careless  letter,  alternating  praise  and 
sharpness  ("at  one  moment  you  enchant  with 
your  lovely  prose  and  the  next  moment  exasper- 
ate one  with  your  misleading  arguments"),  and 
Virginia,  stung  to  the  quick,  replied  even  more 
sharply.  Then  followed  a  letter  in  which  Vita  ex- 
plained, defended  her  point  of  view  and  apolo- 
gized for  having  hurt  Virginia  —  all  without  the 
pride  or  rancour  that  Virginia's  words  ("and 
then  you  sicklied  me  over  with  praise  of  charm 
and  wit")  might  have  brought  out  in  someone , 
less  generous-hearted.  "Your  very  contrite  and 
entirely  devoted  V."  she  signed  her  letter,  and 
Virginia  replied  with  her  own  apology.  She,  too, 
had  written  carelessly,  she  said,  "So  forgive  and 
forget."  On  the  basis  of  this  letter,  Leaska  ap- 
pears to  think  that  Virginia  was  —  again  —  sub- 
missive. "Virginia  could  continue  to  remain  com- 
pliant," he  says.  But  what  Leaska  calls  compli- 
ance I  call  non-violence  and  mutual  sensitivity. 

Vita  and  Virginia  continued  to  write  each 
other  until  March,  1941 ,  the  month  when  Virgin- 
ia took  her  own  life.  Vita  was  a  member  of  the 
home  guard  and  was  driving  an  ambulance; 
bombs  had  destroyed  the  Woolfs  home  in  Lon- 
don. Virginia  (30  August  1940):  "And  there  you 
sit  with  the  bombs  falling  around  you.  What  can 
one  say  —  except  that  I  love  you  —  You  have 
given  me  such  happiness."  Vita  (10  October 
1940):  "Darling  —  thank  you  for  my  happy 
hours  with  you.  You  mean  more  to  me  than  you 
will  ever  know." 

Long  after  Virginia's  death,  Vita  wrote  to  Har- 
old Nicolson:  "I  still  think  that  I  might  have 
saved  her  if  only  I  had  been  there  and  had  known 
the  state  of  mind  she  was  getting  into."  "She  was 
probably  right,"  says  Leaska— a  strange,  slight- 
ly ambiguous  tribute.  But  an  acknowledgement 
that  only  Vita,  not  Leonard,  not  her  sister 
Vanessa,  could  have  saved  Virginia  —  with  her 
tender  good  sense  and  her  ability  to  reach  Virgin- 
ia when  others  failed.  "Donkey  West  knows  she 
has  broken  down  more  ramparts  than  anyone," 
said  Virginia  in  a  1926  letter.  I  like  to  think  that 
their  love  eclipsed  the  sweet  security  and  mutual 
aid  of  their  marriages,  and  soared  above  them 
like  a  multi-coloured  balloon,— but  each  reader  of 
the  letters  will  have  to  decide  this  for  herself.  • 

Mary  Meigs  is  the  author  of  Lily  Briscoe:  A  Self-por- 
trait, and  The  Medusa  Head. 


Tough  buzzard  with 
a  serpent's  tongue 

Conversations  with  Capote,  by  Lawrence  Gro- 
bel.  New  American  Library,  $18.95. 

Michael  Totzke  • 

Capote. 
A  beautiful  faun  in  the  photograph  on 
the  back  cover  of  his  first  novel,  published  when 
he  was  24. 

A  writer  of  cool,  strong  prose.  The  Muses  are 
Heard.  Breakfast  at  Tiffany's.  Music  for  Cha- 
meleons. 

An  innovator,  whose  chilling  In  Cold  Blood 
ushered  in  a  new  literary  form  —  the  non-fiction 
novel. 

A  court  jester,  hobnobbing  with  Jackie  and 
Warhol  and  Liz,  feuding  with  Mailer  and  Vidal. 

A  tiny  terror  with  an  absurd  squeak  of  a  voice, 
being  outrageous  on  The  Tonight  Show. 


An  up-front,  no-bones-about-it  homosexual. 

A  thorny  old  man,  sometimes  malicious,  un- 
compromising and  unforgiving.  But  a  kind  and 
loyal  friend. 

And  always  the  relentless,  self-critical  artist, 
honing  his  art. 

"He  is  the  most  perfect  writer  of  my  genera- 
tion," Norman  Mailer  wrote  in  Advertisements 
for  Myself.  "He  writes  the  best  sentences  word 
for  word,  rhythm  upon  rhythm." 

Lawrence  Grobel's  book,  culled  from  conver- 
sations with  Capote  between  July  1982  and  Aug- 
ust 1984  when  he  died,  is  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  Capote  Legacy.  Grobel  first  encountered  his 
subject  when  he  did  a  short  interview  with  him  for 
Playboy  cable  TV,  and  continued  to  meet  with 
him  for  a  future  project. 

"I  didn't  have  anything  in  mind  then,"  writes 
Grobel,  "other  than  the  thought  that  I  was  re- 
cording history  and  that  he  was  a  wonderfully 
entertaining  talker." 

Grobel  —  who  remains  a  shadow;  we  never 
learn  whether  he's  gay  or  straight  —  passes  the 
ball  and  Capote  runs  with  it.  Capote  is  candid,  il- 
luminating and  touching.  Also  nasty  and  shock- 
ing and  —  most  decidedly  —  funny.  I  laughed 
out  loud  more  than  once;  the  man  has  a  delici- 
ously  wicked  tongue. 

The  list  of  people  Capote  knew  is  astounding. 
Try  these  on  for  size.  Marilyn  Monroe,  Andre 
Gide,  Colette,  Cocteau,  Garbo  and  Christopher 
Isherwood.  Tennessee  Williams,  Charles  Man- 
son,  Willa  Cather  and  Montgomery  Clift.  Jack 
and  Robert  Kennedy  and  their  killers,  Lee  Har- 
vey Oswald  and  Sirhan  Sirhan.  And  many  more. 
Some  are  treated  kindly;  some  get  a  thorough 
lashing  of  that  razor-sharp  tongue. 

Here  are  some  treasures. 

On  that  notorious  photograph  on  the  back  of 
Other  Voices,  Other  Rooms :  "It's  just  me  lying 
on  a  sofa  looking  at  the  camera.  But  I  guess  it  as- 
sumes that  I'm  more  or  less  beckoning  somebody 


Truman  Capote: '  'Just  out  there  flapping  away,  looking  for  something  to  eat ' ' 


to  climb  on  top  of  me." 

On  writing:  "It's  a  very  excruciating  life,  fac- 
ing that  blank  piece  of  paper  every  day  and  hav- 
ing to  reach  up  somewhere  into  the  clouds  and 
bring  something  down  out  of  them." 

On  Gertrude  Stein:  "I  like  her  book  about 
Alice.  But  for  the  rest  of  Gertrude...  T  am  a  pot 
of  shit,  I  am  a  pot  of  shit,  I  am  a  pot  of  shit. ..." 
(Laughs.) 

On  the  rich:  "The  real  difference  between  rich 
people  and  regular  people  is  that  the  rich  serve 
such  marvelous  vegetables.  Delicious  little  tiny 
vegetables.  Little  fresh-born  things,  scarcely  out 
of  the  earth.  Little  baby  corn,  little  baby  peas,  lit- 
tle lambs  that  have  been  ripped  out  of  their  moth- 
ers' wombs." 


On  what  he'd  like  to  be  reincarnated  as:  "A 
buzzard....  Because  buzzards  are  nice  and  free. 
Nobody  likes  them.  Nobody  cares  what  they  do. 
You  don't  have  to  worry  about  your  friends  or 
your  enemies.  You're  just  out  there,  flapping 
away,  having  a  good  time,  looking  for  something 
to  eat." 

Conversations  with  Capote  does  what  a  good 
book  of  its  kind  does — sends  you  back,  richer,  to 
the  artist's  work.  That  richness  is  a  knowledge  of 
the  flesh-and-blood  man  behind  the  art.  And  in 
this  case,  the  man  is  a  tough  old  nut,  devil  and 
angel,  sage  and  clown.  I  like  him  enormously.  • 

Michael  Totzke  writes  news  articles  regularly  for  The 
Body  Politic 


Prim-but-prurient  confidences 

The  love  of  WHAudenfor  "Chester,  my  chum"  becomes  everybody's  business 


Auden  in  Love:  The  Intimate  Story  of  a  Life-long 
Love  Affair,  by  Dorothy  J  Farnan.  Simon  & 
Schuster  (General  Publishing  in  Canada), 
$26.95. 

Strowan  Robertson  • 

In  the  final  paragraph  of  Christopher  and 
His  Kind,  the  ship  bringing  Isherwood  and 
Auden  to  the  States,  to  stay,  enters  New  York 
harbour  and  Christopher  prophesies: 

Yes,  my  dears,  each  of  you  will  find  the  person 
you  came  here  to  look  for — the  ideal  compan- 
ion to  whom  you  can  reveal  yourself  totally 
and  yet  be  loved  for  what  you  are,  not  what 
you  pretend  to  be.  You,  Wystan,  will  find  him 
very  soon,  within  three  months.... 

More  than  thirty  years  later,  in  a  poem  called 
"Loneliness,"  Wystan  Auden  could  still  refer 
gratefully  to  that  companion  as  "Chester,  my 
chum."  "Loneliness"  was  inspired  by  Chester's 
temporary  absence. 

Chester  Kallman's  existence  hasn't  been 
altogether  ignored  by  earlier  Auden  biographers 
—  that  would  be  impossible,  since  so  many 
dramas-for-music  were  the  product  of  their  col- 
laboration and,  anyway,  Chester's  presence  by 
Auden's  side  at  home  and  abroad  was  as  usual  as 
it  was  conspicuous  —  but  heretofore  he  has  been 
treated  as  an  unaccountable  adjunct,  resented 
perhaps  in  some  quarters,  a  boon  raconteur  and 
a  renowned  cook  who  shared  the  poet's  table  but 


not,  any  longer,  his  bed.  Why,  when,  by  whom 
that  arrangement  was  instigated  was  unworthy  of 
speculation,  presumably  on  the  principle  that  it 
was  the  couple's  own  business. 

Now  they  are  both  dead  and  Dorothy  J  Farnan 
considers  these  questions  to  be  everyone's 
business. 

When  they  met,  their  ages  were  32  (almost) 
and  18:  one  was  a  bachelor  of  fervent  intelligence 
and  rebellious  views  whose  reputation  for  grim 
lyric  wit  had  preceded  him  across  the  Atlantic; 
the  other  was  an  A-student  at  Brooklyn  College 
—  though  motherless,  still  living  at  home  —  who 
had  ambitions  of  his  own  as  a  poet.  Their  first 
meeting  was  public  and  unproductive.  A  second, 
contrived  by  the  student,  was  private  and  pro- 
duced the  union,  to  which  Auden  gave  himself 
permanently. 

Within  two  years  Chester  was  unfaithful,  not 
just  in  body  but  also  in  spirit,  for  he  had  fallen  in 
love  with  a  merchant  seaman.  Auden's  reaction 
was  violent.  It  is  clear  from  the  account  in  Auden 
in  Love  (what  is  not  clear  is  the  source  of  all  this) 
that  Chester  had  no  problem  withering  the  at- 
tempt to  strangle  him  and  was  never  in  any  dan- 
ger, while  Auden  was  soul-struck  by  the  enormity 
of  his  intent,  aborted  though  it  turned  out  to  be. 

Crisis  past,  a  modus  vivendi  was  arrived  at  — 
on  whose  terms  we  are  not  to  know,  but  it  allowed 
for  their  sexual  divergence  —  and  it  is  that  osten- 
sibly unfair  balance  of  their  lives  Ms  Farnan 
chronicles,  down  to  the  poet's  abrupt  death  and 


his  beloved's  bathetic  and  drunken  end  soon 
after. 

Dorothy  Farnan '  s  credentials  for  reporting  on 
the  intimacies  of  a  rather  unsavoury  history  seem 
unexceptionable:  although  she  met  neither  of  her 
subjects  until  after  the  rift  (which  is  disclosed  for 
the  first  time  here  by  her),  she  did  see  them  both 
often  for  all  the  years  they  were  based  in  New 
York.  Even  after  their  transfer  to  Europe  she  was 
able  to  keep  tabs,  for  in  the  meantime  she  had 

Kallman,  Auden  in  1946:  the  reflected 
distinction  of  an  "unaccountable  adjunct" 


married  Chester's  father,  thus  becoming  privy  to 
family  lore  and  scandal. 

Chester  was  robbed  of  his  paycheque  three 
weeks  in  a  row  by  the  same  sailor!  That  kind  of 
shaming  detail  about  him  is  unsparingly  provid- 
ed. What  is  missing  from  this  portrait  is  the  poet 
whose  life-long  disappointment  it  was  to  be  de- 
nied an  independent  reputation,  despite  his  three 
published  books  of  verse,  despite  Auden's  going 
so  far  as  to  review  one  of  them  himself  in  a  not 
overscrupulous  bid  to  bring  his  chum  some  criti- 
cal attention.  (On  his  own,  Chester  wrote  a  libret- 
to for  Carlos  Chavez.  Is  it  ever  performed?  What 
was  its  fate?  Even  to  know  what  it  was  about 
would  be  welcome.)  In  the  end  it  was  as  an  ad- 
junct, as  W  H  Auden's  collaborator  —  a  perqui- 
site offered  him  often  only  at  Auden's  insistence 

—  that  he  won  a  reflected  distinction.  If  that  was 
an  injustice,  it  is  cruelly  compounded  by  a  bio- 
grapher who  has  failed  to  put  on  the  scales  a  body 
of  work  —  from  a  poet  Auden  treated  as  his  liter- 
ary equal  —  which  might  excuse,  or  at  the  very 
least  complement,  the  sorry  life  she  so  mercilessly 
exposes. 

For  Auden's  life  up  to  the  time  she  met  him, 
Farnan  turns  to  published  sources,  which  she 
generally  acknowledges,  and  here  her  limitations 
as  a  chronicler  are  out  in  the  open.  Dealing  with 
material  already  known  to  us,  she  reveals  her  in- 
ability to  get  things  right,  her  instinct  for  missing 
the  point  each  time. 

Concerning  Auden's  early  publishing  history, 
Ms  Farnan  records,  accurately  enough,  that  in 
early  1930  "Faber  &  Faber  accepted  some  of  his 
poems  for  publication,"  then  adds:  "Wystan  had 
now  gained  the  attention  of  T  S  Eliot,  a  director 
of  Faber  &  Faber."  But  other  biographers  have 
told  us  that  Auden's  first  submission  to  Faber  & 
Faber,  three  years  earlier,  had  been  rejected  (for 
us,  probably  even  more  interesting  than  an  ac- 
ceptance) with  an  accompanying  letter  from 
Eliot,  then  a  mere  "  reader  of  poetry  "  for  the  firm 

—  and  that  it  was  the  stimulus  provided  by  the 
great  man's  assurance  of  interest  that  led  Auden 
to  produce  the  revised  collection  eventually  pub- 
lished. Not  quite  the  Farnan  sequence  of  events! 

Examples  of  errors  and  omissions  in  this  latest 
contribution  to  Audeniana  are  too  lengthy  and 
numerous  to  cite  here  (just  check  this  version  of 
the  Dorothy  Day  incident  against  Humphrey 
Carpenter's  in  W  H  Auden:  A  Biography  — 
against  the  New  York  Times,  for  that  matter;  or 
the  Iceland  junket,  her  wildest  distortion,  against 
Charles  Osborne's  account  of  it  in  WH  Auden: 
The  Life  of  a  Poet;  compare  generally  Farnan's 
peevish  subject  with  the  considerate  man  warmly 
depicted  in  Charles  H  Miller's/I uden:  A n  Amer- 
ican Friendship  ). 

If  she  can  do  this  with  material  that  is  already 
on  record,  what  can  she  do  with  material  that  is 
beyond  verification?  —  and  Ms  Farnan  introdu- 
ces into  her  story,  on  top  of  her  own  unsubstanti- 
ated revelations,  twenty-odd  characters  identi- 
fied by  the  note  "not  his  real  name";  a  dozen  of 
these  pseudonymous,  even  anonymous,  inform- 
ants are  directly  quoted!  Some  of  them  supply  a 
quantity  of  vital  but  dubitable  detail.  (At  least 
one,  I  can  vouch,  has  maligned  Auden  contempt- 
ibly, besides  getting  the  pertinent  date  wrong.) 
With  these  as  its  authority,  and  with  the  writer's 
exhibited  untrustworthiness,  her  airing  of  prim- 
but-prurient  confidences  cannot  be  received  as 
superior  to  gossip. 

Several  times  in  her  book,  Dorothy  J  Farnan 
comes  close  to  admitting  that  the  poet  may  not 
have  liked  her  very  much.  Auden  in  Love  could 
easily  be  construed  as  her  revenge.  • 

II  nirr  Strouvn  Rotkrtson  /n<\  in  Montreal. 
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A  tribute  to  the  unjustly  obscure  practitioners  of  physique  art  leaves  out  one  vita  I  fact 

Reclaiming  a  lgay  artff orm 


Photoflexion:  A  History  of  Bodybuilding  Pho- 
tography, compiled  by  William  Doan  and  Craig 
Dietz.  St  Martin's  Press,  1984.  $19.95  US. 

Thomas  Waugh  • 

Photoflexion  is  a  glossy,  well-produced 
volume  of  photography  about  body- 
building. Originally  assembled  several  years  ago 
by  William  Doan  as  a  traveling  exhibition,  the 
collection  asserts  the  claims  of  this  genre  of  pho- 
tography as  an  art  with  some  success.  The  115 
black-and-white  photos,  all  dazzling,  constitute 
a  survey  of  the  evolution  of  a  uniquely  contempo- 
rary pop  artform.  One  hundred  years  of  images 
unfold,  documenting  and  celebrating  physical 
strength,  caught  in  the  motionless  perfection  of  a 
pose. 

This  is  the  first  serious  attempt  in  book  form  to 
legitimize  and  pay  tribute  to  the  unjustly  obscure 
practitioners  of  physique  art.  As  a  recognition  of 
a  principally  artisanal  and  amateur  artistic  lega- 
cy, Photoflexion  is  a  welcome  contribution  to  the 
ongoing  broader  reclamation  of  many  such  trad- 
itions, from  needle  work  to  the  home  movie.  In  a 
culture  that's  increasingly  alienated  from  the  ex- 
pensive caprices  of  the  so-called  avant-garde,  this 
reclamation  is  of  utmost  importance. 

Doan's  brief  introductory  essay  is  fresh  and  in- 
formative. He  chronicles  the  artform's  early  alli- 
ance to  vaudeville,  uncovers  the  work  of  pioneer- 
ing documentarists  of  the  physique  milieu,  and 
reveals  in  passing  the  surprising  visibility  of  wom- 
en on  the  scene  around  the  turn  of  the  century. 
(Judging  from  the  book,  women  have  only  re- 


Lisa  Lyon:  women  muscling  back  in 

cently  reasserted  themselves  within  the  tradition, 
partly  as  a  result  of  such  pop  stars  as  Lisa  Lyon.) 
The  possibilities  for  further  historical  excavation 
and  for  reflection  on  today's  scene  are  suggested 
at  every  turn. 

As  Doan  points  out,  in  the  modern  era  the  fine 
arts  abandoned  the  centuries-old  idealization  of 
the  human  body  in  painting  and  sculpture.  The 
popular  arts  took  over  this  tradition  with  a  ven- 
geance, in  every  realm  from  fashion  photogra- 
phy to  the  movies.  The  risks  of  this  annexation 
were  many.  At  the  one  extreme,  having  left  the 
academy  and  gallery,  the  cult  of  the  body  faced 
the  censorship  imposed  by  the  whims  of  a  schizo- 
phrenic, sexist  society  obsessed  with  talking 
about  and  representing  sex,  but  incapable  of  do- 
ing so  except  in  the  dark.  The  censor's  morality 
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Lon's  Leroy  Coleman:  "This  may  be  human,  MrDoan,  but  it's  also  homo" 


was  warped  by  the  traditional  mind-body  split  of 
Western  culture,  its  hatred  of  everything  physi- 
cal. Doan's  awareness  of  the  historical  role  of 
censorship  in  the  evolution  of  the  physique  art- 
form  is  fairly  perfunctory.  The  simple  fact  that 
the  Montrealer  represented  in  the  book,  Jimmy 
Caruso,  was  charged  in  the  early  Sixties  with  sev- 
eral counts  of  possession  and  distribution  of  por- 
nography (to  take  an  example  currently  being  re- 
searched by  the  Quebec  Gay  Archives),  gives  one 
pause. 

At  the  same  time,  for  physique  photograph- 
ers, taking  over  the  heritage  of  Michelangelo  in 
their  basement  studios  also  meant  an  ideological 
liability  more  commonly  associated  with  com- 
mercial genres  like  advertising  and  pornography. 
One  photo  wittily  (and  I'm  sure  unwittingly)  al- 
ludes to  the  ideological  tenor  of  representations 
of  the  human  physique  by  showing  a  model  mim- 
icking the  pose  of  a  muscular  political  monument 
from  Fascist  Italy.  In  many  ways  male  physique 
art  is  phallocratic  idolatry  at  its  most  blatant,  as 
many  feminists  have  pointed  out.  The  irony  is 
that  at  the  same  time  the  homoerotic  undercur- 
rent of  the  physique  cult  has  embodied  a  signifi- 
cant challenge  to  that  same  phallocracy. 

This  brings  me  to  my  major  disappointment 
with  the  book,  for  it  deals  with  neither  the  idola- 
try not  the  challenge.  We  are  unfortunately  back 
to  the  subject  of  censorship.  To  put  it  bluntly, 
Photoflexion  is  sadly  invalidated  by  its  suppres- 
sion of  the  essential  homoerotic  component  in  the 
bodybuilding  tradition .  I  am  referring  not  only  to 
the  disproportionate  presence  of  gays  and  lesbi- 
ans on  the  bodybuilding  scene  (this  presence, 
substantiated  by  my  informal  polls  in  YMCA 
locker  rooms  across  North  America  is  a  subject 
for  future  research).  More  importantly  for  the 


purpose  of  this  book,  I  am  referring  also  to  the 
absolute  preponderance  of  gay  artists  and  con- 
sumers in  the  cultural  tradition  of  physique  pho- 
tography. This  preponderance  is  for  one  thing  le- 
gible in  the  photos  themselves,  in  the  irrepressible 
camp  touches  in  the  use  of  props,  or  in  the  often 
blatant  eroticism  of  the  poses,  from  the  come- 
hither  smirk  of  the  model  to  the  compositionally 
centred  crotch. 

But  the  gay  domination  of  physique  photogra- 
phy is  even  more  conspicuous  in  its  historical 
context.  At  least  eight  of  the  photographers  fea- 
tured in  Photoflexion  are  well  known  for  either 
their  explicit  gay  identity  or  for  their  principally 
gay  constituency:  Roy  Dean  (the  A dvocate  cac- 
tus school),  Al  Urban,  Robert  Mizer  (Athletic 
Model  Guild),  Lon  (Hanagan),  Bruce  (Bellas)  of 
Los  Angelas,  (Gregor)  Arax,  and  Charles  Rens- 
low  (Kris  Studio).  Almost  half  of  the  contempo- 
rary photos  in  Photoflexion  came  from  these 

Fascist  mimic:  but  a  camp  undercut? 
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photographers.  From  the  late  Thirties  on,  these 
artists  marketed  their  photos  principally  through 
gay  or  crypto-gay  publications.  Physique  photo- 
graphy, both  in  magazines  and  on  the  mail-order 
market,  was  quite  simply  the  most  visible  dimen- 
sion of  gay  male  culture  in  the  decades  before 
Stonewall. 

Doan  can't  bring  himself  even  to  allude  to  the 
determining  erotic  motivation  of  the  physique 
tradition,  nor  to  the  crucial  significance  of  the 
gay  audience.  Descriptions  of  the  erotic  or  camp 
elements  of  the  works  in  question  are  at  best  cod- 
ed and  at  worst  homophobic:  Mizer's  and  Dean's 
"careers...  do  not  fit  any  categories  but  their 
own";  a  few  photos  with  coded  phallic  props 
"risk  the  edge  of  taste";  others  are  either  "off- 
key"  or  "outrageous." 

As  a  brilliant  example  of  avoiding  the  obvious, 
take  Doan's  gloss  on  the  lovely  picture  by  Lon  of 
black  bodybuilder  Leroy  Colbert  (from  the  Thir- 
ties? —  most  of  the  photos  are  infuriatingly  un- 
dated). The  model  is  lolling  with  great  delicacy 
across  what  we  are  told  is  a  Savonarola  chair 
from  a  Martha  Graham  dance  set,  his  massive 
arm  grasping  a  bamboo  rod  and  his  flirtatious 
look  directed  upwards  and  out.  What  is  com- 
municated we  are  told  is  a  playfulness  and  sense 
of  humanity.  True  enough,  but  it  is  a  playfulness 
of  mixed  and  subverted  codes  and  contradictory 
messages,  expressing  a  lot  more  than  Doan  ad- 
mits. Look  at  the  image.  The  tense  tautness  of  the 
chest  and  arms  are  undercut  by  the  delicate  rest- 
fulness  of  the  pose;  the  supine  "feminine"  grace 
and  vulnerability  are  at  odds  with  the  machismo 
of  body  shape,  clenched  fist  and  upright  staff; 
those  soft  horizontal  curves  are  ruptured  by  the 
severe  vertical  line;  the  overtly  sexual  smile  is  in 
tension  with  the  coy  articulation  of  nudity;  the 
idealist  cultural  references  of  furniture  and  prop 
are  gently  mocked  by  those  knowing  upturned 
eyes.  That  may  be  human,  Mr  Doan,  but  it's  also 
homo. 

Not  surprisingly,  Doan's  entire  selection  bears 
the  same  stamp  of  closetry:  as  just  one  index  of 
this,  the  more  suggestive  and  representative  of  the 
images  of  Mizer,  Kris  and  Bruce  are  lamentably 
missing.  (Mizer's  career  can  be  seen  in  all  its 
cockteasing,  salacious  glory  in  Physique:  A  Pic- 
torial History  of  the  Athletic  Model  Guild,  a 
1982  Gay  Sunshine  book  that  unfortunately  has 
other  serious  problems,  notably  the  absence  of 
bona  fide  historical  comment.)  Also  missing, 
and  I'm  sure  this  is  related,  is  any  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  high  visibility  of  black  models  both  in 
the  sport  and  the  artform,  and  any  discussion  of 
racial  motifs  and  possible  stereotypes  in  the 
photos. 

Bodybuilding  photography  has  so  much  pow- 
er as  an  art  not  because  it's  a  documentation  of  a 
sport,  nor  because  of  abstract  aesthetic  qualities, 
but  because  it's  a  highly  charged  sexual  represen- 
tation loaded  with  cultural,  erotic  and  political 
meanings.  A  safe,  dishonest,  and  censored  book 
like  this  one  does  nothing  to  advance  our  under- 
standing of  that  power  nor  of  those  meanings.  St 
Martin's  Press  has  done  more  than  any  other 
firm  to  maintain  agay  profile  in  mainstream  Am- 
erican publishing,  but  this  time  they've  fallen 
short  of  their  own  high  standards.  • 

Thomas  Waugh  teaches  film  at  Concordia  University. 


DON'T  GET 

SCARED. 

GET  SMART. 


Toronto's  annual  AIDS  Awareness  Week  is  June  10  to  16 

SAFE  SEX  CABARET,  a  theatre  evening  •  AIDS  IN  '85,  a  forum 
for  gay  men  •  IS  AIDS  AN  ISSUE  FOR  THE  WOMEN'S  COM- 
MUNITY? a  forum  for  feminists  •  AIDS  AND  THE  HEALTH  OF 
THE  GAY  MOVEMENT,  a  community  discussion  •  "NO  SAD 
SONGS"  —  a  sneak  preview  of  Canada's  first  documentary  film 
on  AIDS  •  FOR  HEALTH  PERSONNEL:  info  booths  in  Toronto 
hospitals  •  BENEFIT  EVENINGS  in  several  major  gay  bars  • 
AIDS  AND  BLOOD,  a  public  forum  •  "LIVING  WITH  AIDS"  —  a 

photography  exhibit 

For  complete  info,  phone  today  to  get  on  the  special 
AIDS  Awareness  Week  mailing  list: 

926-1626 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto,  Box  55,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  M4Y  2L4 


The  Griffon  Arms 

is  pleased  to  announce 

the  opening  of  our 
exciting  new  piano  bar 


OPENING  MAY  20 

7  days  a  week 

4pm  to  lam 
Sundays  4pm  to  11pm 


(Brition 


LltllF' 


Dining  lounge 
Good  food...  friendly  atmosphere 

Don't  miss  our  Sunday  Brunch. 

117  Dundas  St.  E.  (near  Church)  365-9825 


SMALL  PRESS 


THE  THIRD  TEXT 

David  Maclean  • 

Real  men  and 
other  fantasies 

"I've  just  met  the  man  of  my  dreams.  He's  fic- 
tional, but  you  can't  have  everything." 

The  best  line  of  the  year  is  delivered  by  Mia 
Farrow  in  Woody  Allen's  latest,  The  Purple 
Rose  of  Cairo.  It  is  a  heartfelt  comment  on  the 
confusion  experienced  when  you  fall  for  images 
of  fantasy. 

In  the  introduction  to  Male  Fantasies/Gay 
Realities:  Interviews  with  Ten  Men,  George 
Stambolian  states,  "by  fantasy  I  mean  all  the 
products  of  the  imagination  —  our  dreams,  vis- 
ions and  expectations,  our  myths  and  desires. 
These  fantasies  can  be  whimsical  or  immensely 
creative;  they  can  control  us  or  free  us...." 

In  pre-Stonewall  days,  fantasy  functioned  as  a 
secret  path  of  desire  (a  bit  like  the  yellow  brick 
road)  leading  to  the  Emerald  City  of  sexual  free- 
dom. In  this  age  of  post-liberation  apathy  shad- 
owed by  the  spectre  of  AIDS,  erotic  fantasy  has 
become  something  more  complex  and  treacher- 
ous for  gay  men.  Stambolian's  compilation  of  in- 
terviews (some  of  them  earlier  published  in  Chris- 
topher Street)  is  one  of  several  recent  books  that 
explore  the  role  of  fantasy  in  a  variety  of  gay 
men's  lives.  It  is  "a  mosaic  of  stories  —  about 
sex,  love,  and  friendship,  about  family  conflict, 
social  prejudice,  and  pain."  A  masochist,  a 
fetishist,  a  "handsome  man"  and  a  romantic  are 
among  the  individuals  who  tell  us  their  stories. 
Can  you  picture  this  line-up  on  the  old  What's 
My  Line?  Calling  the  men  "Paul,  Stephen, 
Mark  and  Fred"  might  have  worked  as  well  as 
"masochist,  fetishist,"  et  al  —  but  that  would 
mean  the  loss  of  something  just  a  little  bit  sensa- 
tional. What  is  revealed  by  the  current  line-up  is 
Stambolian's  participation  in  a  collective  under- 
standing of  the  importance  placed  on  appearance 
and  sex.  His  men  are  all  products  of  the  New 
York  City  school  of  homosexuality  (as  a  serious 
discussion  of  disco  and  its  cultural  importance 
embarrassingly  testifies).  The  gay  "scene"  is  dis- 
cussed as  both  enemy  and  friend.  These  men  can 
never  go  back  to  the  closet,  but  for  some  of  them  a 
total  exploration  of  their  desire  has  exacted  a 
high  price.  Stambolian  is  fascinated  by  the  social 
rituals  of  male-dominated  culture.  Where  the 
lines  of  power  are  drawn  and  what  attributes  are 
required  for  entrance  into  the  charmed  circle  are 
issues  he  keeps  returning  to  in  these  interviews. 
Like  all  good  interviewers  he  gets  the  answers  he 
wants  by  means  of  a  very  compassionate  stalking 
of  his  prey. 

Safe,  the  latest  poetic  prose  work  from  Dennis 
Cooper,  is  another  variation  on  the  "men  hurt 
me  but  I  suffer  so  beautifully"  premise,  and 
evokes  a  longing  that  could  be  summed  up  as  "if  I 
could  disappear  up  a  boy's  bum,  I  would."  In- 
deed, the  act  of  rimming  is  viewed  here  as  the  ulti- 
mate act  of  worship,  the  supreme  sacrifice: 

The  man  has  his  face  in  Mark's  ass.  It  smells 
like  a  typical  one.  but  belongs  to  a  boy  who's  a 
knockout,  so  it's  symbolic.  It's  son  of  like 
planting  a  tree  where  no  human  has  been.... 
It's  an  expresson  of  caring. 

And  perhaps  it  is  that.  I'm  not  making  a  case  here 
cither  for  or  against  the  joys  of  the  rump.  What  I 
an  concerned  with  (and  Dennis  Cooper's  w  riling 
has  covered  this  territory  before  and  poeticized  it 


in  the  same  way)  is  the  way  some  gay  men  prac- 
tice rituals  of  self-denial  by  giving  over  all  to  the 
man  (or  boy)  who  dominates  and  emotionally 
tortures  simply  by  being  so  intimidatingly  male. 
You  know  —  so  male  it  hurts. 

Cooper's  milieu  is  one  in  which  the  angel- 
demon-fucked-up-straight-boy-cum-saviour  is 
all.  The  descriptions  lavished  on  characters  of 
this  kind  are  romantic  to  the  point  of  obsession. 
The  main  voices  in  the  book  share  the  same  obse- 
quious point  of  view,  and  have  in  common  one 
all-pervasive  character  trait  —  a  self-destructive 
attraction  to  the  beautiful  but  doomed  Mark,  one 
of  desire's  saints,  soon  to  rise  above  and  away 
from  all  that  Los  Angeles  smog. 

Doug  is  walking  along  the  beach,  a  tense  look 
in  his  eyes.... 

Wouldn't  you  be  tense  musing  about  the  nature 
of  beauty  twenty  four  hours  a  day? 

Cooper  invites  us  to  share  in  all  this  worship 
even  though  the  object  of  our  devotion  remains 
quite  a  mystery.  Never  have  I  read  a  book  that 


"Safe  evokes  a 
longing  that  could 
be  summed  up  as, 
'if  I  could  disappear 
up  a  boy's  bum,  I 
would.'" 


heaped  so  much  affection  on  a  character  who 
barely  exists.  That  he  is  basically  bored  when  not 
having  sex,  and  that  he  has  a  great  ass — no,  per- 
fect: "it's  his  chief  asset' '  —  this  much  we  know. 
His  major  achievement  is  getting  picked  up  even 
though  he  has  just  vomited  on  himself.  I  don't 
doubt  that  being  attracted  to  people  like  this  can 
take  on  enormous  romantic  proportions,  but  the 
book  never  once  strays  from  its  own  pretentious, 
inward-turning  mythology  of  doomed  romanti- 
cism. Gothic  lovesickness  of  this  kind  might 
make  more  sense  if  the  love  object  were  more  than 
just  an  embodiment  of  Cooper's  private  fanta- 
sies. Right  now,  Mark  is  simply  a  Blueboy  cenire- 
fold,  and  worthy  of  all  this  worship  merely  by  vir- 
tue of  existing.  "What  is  left  behind  is  Mark's 
beauty,  safe,  in  a  sense. ..."  Yes  it  is  safe,  enshrin- 
ed and  immortalized,  and  as  might  be  expected 
there  is  fog  on  the  moors  and  mist  outside  the 
window  on  this  lonely  LA  morning. 

Cooper  is  not  without  his  own  slick  (if  some- 
what calculated)  style,  and  he  is  certainly  quick 
on  the  old  trigger.  He  knows  exactly  where  he 
wants  this  book  to  be,  and  that  is  scattered  across 
the  bed  with  the  other  late-night  reading  material. 

Mark's  ass  is  wrinkled,  pink  and  simplistically 
rendered,  but  nice.  All  that  licking  has  plaster- 
ed its  hair  to  their  homeland,  smooth  as  a 
snow-covered  countryside  seen  from  a  dis- 
tance, at  sunset. 
Cooper  tells  us  all  about  it,  but  I  still  think  it's  dif- 
ficult to  see  with  one's  head  enveloped  in  total 
darkness.  • 


Male  Fantasies/Gay  Realities:  lnlenien\  with  hn 

Mtnb)  George  Stambotia*.  Sea  Norse  Press,  307  H 

llih  si.  \,»  W.  N>  190141  5  I,  $7.95 US 

Safe  by  Dennis  ( 'ooper.  Sea  Horn  Pn  ! 
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SHARED  GROUND 

Joy  Parks  • 


Pastoral 


In  January,  I  reviewed  The  Square  Root  of 
Female  by  Gillian  Chase,  published  by  Ragweed 
Press  in  Charlottetown,  PEL  Since  Charlotte- 
town  seemed  like  a  rather  unlikely  place  for  much 
radical  political  activity  (the  travel  posters  are 
oh-so-pastoral  and  serene!),  I  simply  had  to  find 
out  more  about  Ragweed  Press.  I  spent  an  after- 
noon with  Ragweed's  driving  force,  Libby 
Oughton,  whose  energy,  courage  and  vision  have 
made  it  possible  for  her  to  turn  Ragweed,  origin- 
ally a  small  regional  publishing  house,  into  a 
feminist  press.  My  visit  with  Libby  renewed  my 
faith  that  revolutions  in  unlikely  places  are  still 
possible;  and  hopefully,  a  look  at  Ragweed's 
most  recent  women's  titles  will  call  attention  to 
the  strong  and  insightful  writing  being  brought  to 
fruition  through  the  Press'  careful  nurturing. 

On  the  surface,  Susan  Kerslake's  The  Book  of 
Fears  appears  to  be  just  that  —  a  detailed  cata- 
logue of  fear,  real  or  imagined.  Her  carefully 
written  short  stories  portray,  in  most  disturbing 
detail,  the  inner  landscape  of  a  woman  held  pris- 
oner by  a  madman,  the  chaotic  confusion  of  a 
child-molester  and  the  far  too  controlled  voice  of 
an  ex-political  prisoner  who  is  forced  to  relive  his 
torture  while  TV  cameras  record  his  story  for 
"educational  purposes."  I  was  disturbed  to  find 
that  after  a  first  reading  of  The  Book  of  Fears,  I 
felt  numb  and  needed  to  turn  away  from  the  hor- 
ror of  these  stories.  However,  by  reading  the  stor- 
ies on  a  deeper,  less  literal  level,  I  began  to  see 
that  Kerslake's  stories  are  allegorical.  Her  fears, 
while  credible  and  possible,  are  themselves  the 
focus  of  the  work.  Her  characters  live  to  fear, 
they  have  few  other  qualities;  by  exposing  us  to 
the  extreme  of  pure  fear,  Kerslake  offers  us  a  per- 
spective of  the  smaller  place  of  fear  within  our 
own  lives.  The  Book  of  Fears  is  a  strange  book 
and  not  many  readers  will  be  willing  to  read  the 
book  as  a  collection  of  parables  without  some 
prior  warning.  Kerslake's  deadpan  narrative  de- 
mands an  acquired  taste  for  such  stark  descrip- 
tion, but  for  those  readers  able  to  brave 
Kerslake's  terrible  world,  The  Book  of  Fears  is 
an  interesting  look  at  the  fears  that  live  in  the  dark 
recesses  of  our  minds. 

In  her  ninth  collection  of  poetry,  Binding 
Twine,  Penny  Kemp  states  that  she  wishes  to 
reach  readers  who  might  only  turn  to  poetry  in 
times  of  great  stress.  Many  poets  make  this  prom- 
ise and  few  follow  up,  but  Kemp  keeps  her  prom- 
ise as  well  as  her  craft.  The  result  is  simple  and 
powerful.  Binding  Twine  is  a  series  of  poems  that 
tell  the  story  of  the  poet's  loss  of  custody  of  her 
two  children.  While  the  sense  of  bitterness  at  los- 
ing her  children  and  being  victimized  by  a  system 
that  rejects  her  values  is  depicted  with  much  hon- 
esty and  sensitivity,  it  is  clear  that  the  poet's  sense 
of  being  betrayed  by  other  women  through  the 
course  of  her  custody  trial  is  almost  as  difficult  to 
deal  with.  In  her  particularly  revealing  "Fancy 
That,  A  Shame, "  we  see  how  hard  it  is  for  Kemp 
to  accept,  as  a  feminist,  the  fact  that  many 


women  envy  her  freedom  and  are  protective  only 
of  themselves  and  of  their  own  kind. 
"Did  you  see  what  she's  wearing?" 

The  Mothers  aim  arrows 
to  ground  me.  No  kites 
allowed.  They  want  me 
tied  to  apron  strings 
like  theirs,  ready  to 
role  play.  No  chance 
of  change.  Aloud. 

' '  Well  she  can 't  get  away  with  it. ' ' 
The  reader  soon  realizes  that  Kemp  is  speaking 
not  only  of  being  the  victim  of  a  legal  system  that 
has  taken  her  children  from  her,  but  of  an  anony- 
mous, all  powerful  system  that  severs  the  connec- 
tions between  mothers  and  children,  as  well  as 
between  women  for  its  own  best  interests  and 
control.  Penny  Kemp's  clarity  and  craft  make  real 
for  readers  the  danger  we  all  face  when  we  step  out 
of  the  prescribed  limits  of  behaviour  set  for  us. 

British  author  Frankie  Finn's  unique  and  bril- 
liant Out  on  the  Plain  is  Ragweed's  most  impres- 
sive offering.  Narrated  by  a  woman  who  writes 
from  her  houseboat  on  the  Thames,  Out  on  the 
Plain  involves  the  lives  of  four  women,  whose  in- 
teractions are  contrasted  by  the  gruff  and  con- 
ventional judgements  that  damn  this  book  as  it  is 
written.  Perhaps  "as  it  is  written"  is  the  operative 

"My  visit  with  Libby 
Oughton  renewed 
my  faith  that  revolu- 
tions in  unlikely 
places  are  still 
possible;  and 
hopefully,  a  look  at 
Ragweed's  most 
recent  women's 
titles  will  call 
attention  to  the 
strong  and  in- 
sightful writing 
being  brought  to 
fruition  through  the 
Press's  careful 
nurturing." 


phrase  in  Out  on  the  Plain,  for  "finishing"  the 
novel  seems  much  less  important  to  the  author 
than  the  process  of  the  characters,  their  connec- 
tions with  each  other  and  with  the  author,  and  the 
gradual  evolution  of  their  self-awareness  and 
hidden  strengths.  The  book  is  structured  so  that 
time,  place  and  any  of  the  physical  elements  that 
form  boundaries  around  "literature"  disappear 
and  the  reader  must  trust  the  author  to  reward 
her  with  the  experience  of  being  swept  into  the 
book.  With  its  unbridled  stream-of-consciousness 
flow,  Out  on  the  Plain  is  the  book  Virginia  Woolf 
could  have  written  had  she  been  free  of  her  critics. 
Frankie  Finn  challenges  her  readers  to  become  a 
part  of  the  inviting  female  mindscape  that  exists 
"out  on  the  plain"  of  women's  consciousness.  • 

The  Book  of  Fears,  by  Susan  Kerslake.  $8.95. 

Binding  Twine,  by  Penny  Kemp.  $8.95. 

Out  on  the  Plain,  by  Frankie  Finn.  $7.95. 

Books  can  be  ordered  from  Ragweed  Press,  Box 
2023,  Charlottetown,  PE1,  CIA  7N7.  PS:  Rumour 
has  it  that  Ragweed  will  soon  release  a  collection 
of  poems  by  Christine  Donald,  a  writer  whose  work 
has  often  graced  the  pages  ofTBP.  More  on  that  soon!. 


INE  CUSTOM  UPHOLSTE 


Furniture  Fact  No.  14:  A  good  furniture  frame  is  like 

an  ideal  lover:  strong  and  sturdy,  providing  support  for 

everything  placed  on  it.  Well-treated,  it  will  last  for  two  or  three 

ifetimes.  Abused,  it  will  break,  collapse,  and  be  useless  in 

weeks.  However,  frames  don't  bitch.  Nice  aren't  they? 

•  FREE  ESTIMATES  »  10%  GAY  DISCOUNT  » 

•  MEMBER:  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSINESS  COUNCIL 


J(9ikvwat: 


422  COLLEGE  STREET  (Just  east  of  Bathurst) 
963-9416  —  Open  Monday-Saturday  11:30-1:00  a.m. 


ITW 


k?i*rv* 


We 

M. 

your  language... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


Brand! 


...Can  we 
talk? 


Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 
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AESTHETERA 


Summer  reading 

From  the  city  that  sets  all  the  trends  comes  San 
Francisco  Works  Out  by  Corbin  Young,  with 
more  than  fifty  black-and-white  photos!  From 
Arbor  House  (Fitzhenry  and  Whiteside  in  Cana- 
da), $7.95  US.  Another  book  of  humour  for 
reading  on  the  beach:  The  Gay  Cliche  by  Tony 
Lang  (St  Martin's  Press,  $5.95  US),  which  tells 
you  "how  to  be  a  homosexual  guy  and  still  main- 
tain some  slight  degree  of  individuality." 

If  you  like  popcorn  on  the  beach,  try  Joseph 
Hansen's  Brandstetter  and  Others,  described  as 
"five  well-crafted  tales  of  murder  and  twisted 
love  that  go  down  as  easily  as  popcorn."  From 
The  Countryman  Press,  Woodstock,  Vermont 
05091,  $12.95  US. 

The  Carnivorous  Lamb  by  Agustin  Gomez- 
Arcos  (Godine;  no  price  given)  is  a  beautifully 
written  novel  of  two  brothers  who  are  also  lovers, 
set  in  Franco's  Spain.  Gomez-Arcos  deserves  to 
be  compared  with  the  great  Michel  Tournier, 


whose  novel  Friday  has  just  been  published. 
Robert  Ferro,  the  author  of  The  Family  of  Max 
Desir,  now  has  a  second  novel,  called  The  Blue 
Star  (Dutton ,  $  1 5 .95) ,  about  two  young  gay  men 
touring  Italy.  The  Hustler  by  John  Henry  Mac- 
kay  (Alyson,  40  Plymton  St,  Boston,  MA  02 1 1 8, 
$7.95)  give  an  authentic  picture  of  the  Berlin  sex- 
ual underworld  in  the  1920s.  Jay  Mclnerney's 
Bright  Lights,  Big  City  (Vintage/Random 
House,  $5.95  US),  about  New  York  City  (of 
course),  is  the  subject  of  a  controversial  review  in 
the  May  issue  of  Mother  Jones  magazine.  All 
these  books  come  strongly  recommended. 

There  are  several  new  literary  biographies. 
The  Kindness  of  Strangers:  The  Life  of  Tennes- 
see Williams  by  Donald  Spoto  (Little  Brown, 
$19.95)  includes  a  discussion  of  most  of  Willi- 
ams's plays  and  shorter  works.  Tennessee:  Cry 
of  the  Heart  by  Dotson  Rader  is  a  much  more  in- 
timate account  of  the  playwright's  drinking, 
drug-taking  and  cruising.  H  Montgomery  Hyde, 
who  wrote  an  exceptional  biography  of  Oscar 
Wilde,  has  now  released  Lord  Alfred  Douglas 


(Methuen,  no  price  available).  In  Jean  Cocteau 
and  the  French  Scene,  ten  cultural  historians  pay 
tribute  to  the  French  poet,  novelist,  playwright, 
filmmaker  and  designer.  The  book,  by  Dore 
Ashton  and  others,  is  $19.95  from  Abbeville 
Publications,  506  Park  Avenue,  New  York  NY 
10022. 

Coming  at  the  end  of  May  from  John  Preston  and 
Sasha  Alyson  (of  Alyson  Publications)  is  Hot 
Living:  Erotic  Stories  about  Safer  Sex,  which 
will  include  pieces  by  TBP  contributors  George 
Whitmore  and  Robin  Metcalfe. 

Lesbian  books  &  mags 

The  Quebec  lesbian  feminist  Jovette  Marchessault 
has  published  three  stories  in  translation  under 
the  title  Lesbian  Triptych  (The  Women's  Press, 
Toronto,  $7.95).  Also  in  translation  is  The  Day 
is  Dark  and  Three  Travellers  by  Marie-Claire 
Blais  (Penguin,  $6.95).  From  England  comes 
Maggie  Redding's  hilarious  novel  about  a  sex- 
obsessed  mother,  a  would-be  monk  and  numer- 


8EAST  HOTEL 


o*J?,^S» 


FREE  LAUNDRY^T.V.  LOUNGE 
•SAUNA*  FREE  PARKING 

REASONABLE  WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  RATES 

'A  MAN'S  HOTEL' 

18  EASTERN  A  VENUE, 

TORONTO,  ON  M5A  1H5 

(416)3684040 


ous  groping  hands  —  it's  called  The  Life  and 
Times  of  Daffodil  Mulligan  (Brilliance  Books, 
$7.50  US).  Eveline  Mahyere's  I  Will  Not  Serve 
(Virago,  $7.95  US)  describes  a  convent  school- 
girl who  falls  in  love  with  her  teacher. 

In  What  Is  Remembered  (North  Point  Press, 
850  Talbot  Ave,  Berkeley,  CA  94706),  Alice  B 
Toklas  provides  autobiographical  recollections 
not  written  by  Gertrude  Stein.  The  surprising 
small-press  bestseller  of  1985  is  Lesbian  Nuns: 
Breaking  Silence  ($9.95  from  Naiad  Press,  Box 
10543,  Tallahassee,  FL  32302)  with  more  than 
100,000  copies  in  print! 

Issue  14  of  Clit  International  (23  Swiss  francs, 
from  CPP  12-9937,  Centre  Femmes,  5  bd  St 
Georges,  1205  Geneva,  Switzerland),  includes  a 
critique  of  the  new  American  lesbian  publica- 
tion, I  Know  You  Know  ($3.50  US  per  copy, 
from  5335  North  Tacoma  Ave,  Indianapolis,  IN 
46220).  You  can  check  out  both  yourself;  but 
non-francophone  readers  should  be  aware  that 
about  half  of  Clit  International  is  in  French. 

Homosexualities 

Byron  and  Greek  Love:  Homophobia  in  19th- 
century  England  by  Louis  Crompton  (Univer- 
sity of  California  Press,  $28.50  US)  is  a  study  of 
Byron's  homosexuality  set  against  the  back- 
ground of  the  harsh  laws  and  attitudes  of  Regency 
England.  In  Ritualized  Homosexuality  in  Mel- 
anesia (edited  by  Gilbert  H  Herdt,  University  of 
California  Press,  $29.95  US),  eight  leading  an- 
thropologists argue  that  Western  notions  of  a  gay 
or  straight  person  fail  to  make  sense  in  the  context 
of  gender  roles  in  parts  of  New  Guinea  and  neigh- 
bouring islands.  Eve  Kosofsky  Sedgwick,  in  Be- 
tween Men:  English  Literature  and  Male  Ho- 
mosocial  Desire  (Columbia  University  Press, 
$22.50  US),  explains  how  male  homophobia  not 
only  affected  (and  in  part  created)  a  male  homo- 
sexual minority,  but  radically  shaped  the  erotic, 
class  and  national  ideologies  of  English  men  and 
women. 

Andrew  Keith  &  Alan  O'Connor  • 


Call  Me  When 

You  Know  What  You  Want 

Call  me  when  you've  got  time. 
Call  me  after  your  work's  done. 
Call  me  when  you  come  back  from 

vacation. 
Call  me  when  your  mother's  gone. 
Call  me  if  the  meeting's  cancelled. 
Call  me  when  your  lover's  out  of  town. 
Call  me  after  your  exams  are  over. 
Call  me  when  you  get  your  new  phone. 
Call  me  when  you're  into  being  more 

sociable. 
Call  me  when  you  feel  alone. 
Call  me  when  you'd  like  to  come  for 

dinner. 
Call  me  when  you  want  to  go  out  and 

have  fun 
Call  me  when  you're  not  so  tired. 
Call  me  after  you  get  over  your  cold. 
Call  me  if  you  feel  like  talking. 
Call  me  when  your  therapy's  done. 
Call  me  when  you  know  what  you  want. 
If  you're  lucky,  I  might  be  at  home. 

I  aura  Foster  • 
1^84  [.aura  Foster 
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Now,  a  complete  cleaning  service  for  our  community. 


OMMERCIAL 


The  best  in  Toronto 

for  your 

Office,  Store  or 

Restaurant 


R 


ESIDENTIAL 


A 


UT0M0BILE 


•  Carpets  •  Upholstery 
•  Floors  •  General  clean-ups 


1  Washing  •  Simonizing 
•  Upholstery  cleaning 


METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

OF  TORONTO 

730  Bathurst  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2R4 

(416)  536-2848 

Rev  Brent  Hawkes.  B  Sc.  B  Ed.  Pastor 

An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  lor  all  people  with  a  special  ministry  U 

the  Cay  Community 


For 
HEBREWS  11:1.6 


What  We  Believe 
FAITH 

Now  faith  is  the  assurance  or  things  hoped  for.  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen 
whoever  would  draw  near  to  God  must  believe  that  Cod  exists 

HOPE 

..a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  God.  having  the  eyes  of  your 
hearts  enlightened,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  to  which 
God  has  called  you... 


EPHESIANS  1.17-18 

LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and  kind  ..rejoices  in  the  right  ...bears  all 

things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 

things,  never  ends.  1  CORINTHIANS  13:4,  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these  three:  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.  1  CORINTHIANS  13:13 

Worship  Services 

Sunday 
at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 

With  Singspiration  15  minutes  before  service's 

'Wheelchair  accessibility 
Ml  services 
will  be  signed  for  Ihe  deaf. 

Instrumental  Ensemble' 
Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

Choir 

SuilcJas  at  5:30pm 

'Chu/ch  membership  is  not  required  (or  participation  in  these  groups. 


NOW  OPEN 


Restaurant,  Lounge,  Bar. 
177  Church  St.  865-1555 


9/ouno  m&v  coant   to  6t '■  ^foitA/u/l 

and  are  not; 
O/d  men  umnt>  to  l>&  ^faitA/e&s 
and  cann&C. 

Oscar  Wilde. 
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post  «er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard. 

pos*ter*i»ty,  n.  1.  All  who  have  proceeded  from  a  common  ancestor; 
descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 


THE  TORONTO 
COUNSELLING 
CENTRE  FOR 
LESBIANS  &  GAYS 

ANNOUNCES    ITS 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

Monday  May  27,  1985,  7:30  pm  at  the  519  Church  St  Community  Centre 

The  agenda  will  include  the  chairperson's  report  to  the 
membership  and  elections  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  Anyone  who  would  like  to 
become    involved    with    the    Centre    is    encouraged    to    come    by. 


ALL  ARE  WELCOME 


TELEPROMPT 
ANSWERING  SERVICE 

PROMPT,  RELIABLE 
SERVICE  24  HRS  A  DAY 

•  Call  Forwarding  Required 

•  Low  Monthly  Rates  for 
Business  and  Residences 

•  Our  Rates  Monthly: 
$35.00  For  Residences 
$45.00  For  Business 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL:  924-4351;  927-8202 

25%  OFF  YOUR  FIRST  MONTH 
WITH  THIS  AD 


FUSSY,  PICKY,  PEDANTIC 


words  to  describe  you  1 


If  so,  believe  it  or  not  we  need  you.  TBP  needs 

proof-readers  with  just  these  qualities  to  catch 

errors  before  they  get  into  print  Good  spelling 

helps  too.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  a  month  to  spare, 

please  call  Gillian  or  Robyn  at  364-6320. 


PARTICIPANTS 
URGENTLY  NEEDED  FOR 

AIDS  STUDY 


(fa) 


W 

ARBOR 


Toronto-based  men  who  have  had  sexual 
contact  with  men  ill  with  any  AlDS-related 
condition  (including  persistent  swollen 
lymph  glands)  are  needed  urgently.  Also, 
any  man  ill  with  AIDS  or  an  AIDS-related 
condition  (anywhere  in  the  world)  should 
inform  his  Toronto-based  male  sexual  con- 
tacts of  his  illness  and  of  the  urgent  need  for 
them  to  volunteer  for  this  University  of 
Toronto  study. 
Participation  offers: 

•  ABSOLUTE  CONFIDENTIALITY; 

•  Direct  access  to  professionals 
to  assist  with  any  concerns; 

•  Careful  monitoring  of  health 
with  feedback  of  relevant  findings 
This  siud>  will  Investigate  why  some  men 
arc  more  susceptible  lo  AIDS  than  others. 
I  or  eligibility  or  other  information  don't 
delay! 

PLEASE  CAL  l  (416)  5954940 

i  MON  I  HI  9  am  lo  6  pm) 


1    Rule-making 

continued  from  page  51 

and  some  of  the  most  unlikely  ones  from  the 
point  of  view  of  those  who  look  for  equality  are 
most  successful.  To  acknowledge  difference,  oth- 
erness, is  the  beginning  of  real  love  in  which  each 
can  be  depending  and  dependable  according  to 
her  own  gifts  and  needs. 

If  a  relationship  lasts  richly,  the  rules  do  have 
to  change,  whether  they  have  to  do  with  who 
takes  out  the  garbage,  who  pays  the  rent,  what 
goes  on  or  doesn't  go  on  in  bed.  I  watch  the  earn- 
est sweetness  of  one  old  woman  learning  to  cook 
for  the  first  time  because  her  mate  is  recovering 
from  an  operation.  (I  wrote  "lover,"  crossed  it 
out,  and  wrote  "mate"  because  I  don't  know 
whether  they  do  make  love  or  ever  have,  but  I  do 
know  they  have  lived  together  and  loved  each 
other  for  probably  forty  years.)  I  watch  myself 
learning  sight-reading  against  long  failures  at 
that  skill  because  Helen  Sonthoff,  the  woman 
with  whom  I  have  lived  for  nearly  thirty  years,  is 
having  increasing  trouble  with  her  eyes.  Now  that 
she's  retired,  she's  learned  to  tend  the  household 
machines  so  long  my  domain  in  order  to  give  me 
more  time  to  write.  But  it  is  not  simply  old  age 
which  changes  patterns,  makes  new  demands. 
Every  period  of  living  presents  changes  and  prob- 
lems no  one  could  foresee,  just  as  each  lively  one 
of  us  breaks  rules  which  have  not  yet  been  writ- 
ten. I  have  now  been  forbidden  to  buy  raffle  tick- 
ets and  put  Helen's  name  on  them.  I  have  done  it 
out  of  embarrassment  at  junk  and  craft  sales 
when  I  find  nothing  else  to  buy,  but  the  result  has 
been  prizes  of  unspeakable  taste  and  uselessness. 

Cooking,  reading  and  raffle  tickets  may  seem 
frivolous  examples,  but  love  is  based  in  daily  liv- 
ing which  can  be  made  up  of  petty  disagreements 
and  silly  power  trips  or  cooperation  and  laugh- 
ter. In  any  couple  both  people  can  be  comically 
overqualified  for  a  job  at  hand  or  jointly  defeated 
by  changing  a  washer.  Initial  differences  may 
minimize  those  puzzles.  Willingness  to  change, 
to  learn  something  new,  overcomes  most  of 
them. 

The  defeating  issues,  fidelity,  politics,  money, 
responsibility  for  others,  may  call  up  our  rule- 
making instincts,  and  they  may  be  necessary 
from  time  to  time  for  a  time.  I  read  the  othei  day 
that  Frida  Kahlo  agreed  to  remarry  Diego  Riv- 
era, accepting  his  infidelities,  as  long  as  he  gave 
up  his  conjugal  right  and  paid  no  more  than  his 
share  of  the  housekeeping,  an  odd  bargain  many 
of  us  would  think,  but  it  redefined  their  relation- 
ship enough  for  them  to  stay  together  to  nourish 
each  other  in  their  work  as  no  one  else  could. 

Fairmindedness  is  not  a  simple  talent,  for  each 
person's  needs  and  desires  are  not  only  different 
but  changing.  There  is  no  point  in  a  second  car 
when  only  one  person  knows  how  to  drive.  There 
is  no  point  in  the  same  number  of  lovers  if  only 
one  wants  them.  Equal  time  in  an  argument  is 
useless  for  a  person  who  doesn't  like  to  argue  and 
is  no  good  at  it.  Balance  is  probably  more  a  mat- 
ter of  keeping  one's  own  to  help  insure  the  bal- 
ance of  the  other  in  the  sometimes  rocking  boat. 

I  am  very'  leery  of  any  rule  that  is  made  after 
asking,  "What  would  happen  if...?"  I  am  on 
surer  ground  with  "This  has  happened.  Now 
what?"  It  is  both  realistic  and  affectionate  to 
know  lhat  most  rules  really  are  made  to  be  brok- 
en. A  father  left  his  son  a  series  of  notes  about  a 
box  of  cookies  I  had  baked  for  them.  The  first 
said,  "Jimmy,  don't  touch  this  box."  Then  in- 
side the  box,  another  note  said,  "Jimmy,  don't 
eat  these  cookies."  Finally  on  the  bottom  of  the 
box  a  note  said.  'Jimmy,  leave  DM  ai  least  lour 
cookies." 

When  I  ne\l  saw  the  box,  four  cookies  remain- 
ed. I  air  enough.  • 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  35C  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $7.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  70C  per  word;  $14.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  Lee  Waldorf  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  SS.00 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  1 5  % .  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20%;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30%! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  Body  Politic  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  the  cost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assign  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otherwise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS* 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 

How  to  place  all  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  (416)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 

,BaMnHiBBBHBHBBa.     How  to  answer  an  ad:  It's  easy  —  and  it's  free. 


^_  ■  •  -n  n         |        ■%■•..•«  ■  •  #*        ■  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as 

Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politic  s  classifieds. 


My  heading  is  ^  GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 


STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

My  text  is 

BOLD 

T 

Maximum  27  characters 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.00 

$7.35 

$7.70 

$8.05 

$8.40 

$8.75 

$9.10 

$9.45 

$9.80 

$10.15 

$10.50 

$10.83 

$11.20 

$11.55 

$11.90 

$12.25 

$12.60 

$12.95 

$13.30 

$13.65 

$14.00 

$14.35 

$14.70 

$15.05 

$15.40 

$15.75 

$16.10 

$16.45 

$16.80 

$17.15 

$17.50 

$17.85 

$18.20 

$18.55 

$18  90 

$19.25 

$19.60 

$19.95 

$20.30 

$20.65 

$21.00 

More  to  say?  just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35c  per  word  (70C  per  word  for  business  ads). 


Basic  cost  $ limes. 

Special  heading 

Grabber  ($15. 00  x  number 

Standout  ($  10.00  x  number 

Bold(S5.00xnumber_ 


number  of  runs: 


.of  runs): 
_  of  runs): 


.of  runs): 


Total  cost  before  discounts: 
Discounts 

2  runs.  Deduct  15^ 

3-4 runs.  Deduct 20 *k 
~5-9  runs.  Deduct  25% 

,IO-12runs.  Deduct  30°% 
[    lama  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $2.00 

I'm  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  is  sue. 

Subscribe! 

I  want  to  subscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

/our  payment  to:  TBP  Classifieds.  Box  72M,  Station  A.  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 


_J 

_J 

_J 

.J 

2.00 

2.00 

Subtotal  S 

Subtotal  $ 

Canada     $ 

18.95  CN 

International     $ 

Total  payment  $ 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  JULY  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  5 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  AUGUST  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  10 


Name: 
Address: 
City:    _ 


Prov/State: 


Code: 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed. 
Charge  my     r  !  Visa     □  Mastercharge 

Card  number: 

Expiry  date: 


Signature: 


shown  below: 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
MSW  1X9 


□ 

Affix 

sufficient 

pottage 


Make  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 
outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 

LAST  CHANCE  AT 
ROMANCE  (at  the  old  rates!)  On 
June  5  our  classified  prices  are  in- 
creasing to  40C  per  word  (minimum 
$8)  for  a  personal  ad  and  75C  per 
word  (minimum  $16)  for  a  business 
ad  (one  that  you  are  making  a  profit 
from).  So,  this  is  your  last  chance  to 
find  a  summer  friend  or  rent  an 
apartment  or  sell  your  car,  for  the 
low  price  of  35C  per  word.  Our 
great  attention-getting  headings 
will  still  cost  only  $5  for  a  BIG 
heading,  $10  for  a  BIGGER  head- 
ing and  $15  for  the  BIGGEST 
heading  we  have.  WHAT  ARE 
YOU  WAITING  FOR? 
Our  confidential  drawer  forward- 
ing service  will  still  cost  only  $4  for 
every  issue  that  you  ad  appears,  and 
remember,  we  forward  letters  from 
back  issues  too. 
Send  us  your  ad  before  June  5  and 
save  yourself  some  money. 
Don't  forget:  we  accept  ads  over 
the  phone  too.  Call  us  at  364-6320, 
between  1 1  am  and  5  pm,  Monday 
to  Friday,  and  put  it  on  your  VISA 
or  MASTERCARD. 
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R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B. A.,  LL.B. 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 

65  Queen  Street  West,  Suite  805 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5H  2M5 

(416)  865-9890. 


Office  hours:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation:  $20 
On  parle  frangais 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Belhaven  Antiques         more  fun  than  video!  !!(?) 


Antiques  of  Distinction 
Creemore,  Ontario 

English  and  Canadian 
furniture,  old  paintings, 
art  glass,  china,  lamps, 
watches,  clocks, 
decorative  pieces. 

Opening  day:  June29,  Warn 

July  &  August  hours: 
7  days  a  week,  Ham  to  5pm 
Evenings  by  appointment 
CaU(705)466-3368 

Box  220  Creemore  ON 
LOM1G0. 2  miles  west  of 
Creemore  Country  Rd  No9 
between  Creemore &Dunedin 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


97  Maitlancl  Street 
Toronto  M4Y  IE3 


TBP'%  production  department  needs  typesetters 

familiar  with  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500.  Time 

committment  is  negotiable  but  we  would  like  people 

who  are  reliable  and  experienced.  If  you  would  like  to 

volunteer  please  call  Gillian  or  Robyn  at  364-6320. 


Cimerman 

Real  Estate  Limited  ■  Realtor 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4X1P3 


In  the  heart  of  Downtown  this  dramatic 
new  renovation  offers  1800  Sq.  Ft.  of- 
luxurious  living  space. 
View  310  Berkely  St.  or  any  of  our  other 
fine  downtown  homes  with: 

SALES  REPRESENTATIVES 
TOM  MCNEILL 
BARRY  SHECTER 
PHONE:  922-5533 


H 


M      E      S 


•  TORONTO» 

ANNEX  (MARKHAM  STREET)  Furnished  rooms  for 
rent  in  gay  home,  cable,  phone  and  kitchen  privileges  in- 
cluded. Bedsitting  room  $65/week,  Bedroom  $55/week. 
Phone  535-2294. 

BARGAINS!  BARGAINS!  Cozy,  two  bedroom,  two  stor- 
ey homes.  Large  garden,  four  appliances,  parking.  Cab- 
bagetown.  $86,000  plus.  Marlene  Cowan  498-7100. 

1/2/3  BEDROOM  APARTMENTS.  $350  and  up.  Lawn 
and  trees.  All  paid.  698-5823. 

IS  ANYONE  GAY  IN  ETOBICOKE? 

Male,  multilingual  incl.  ASL  will  share  2  bedroom  apt,  bal- 
cony, pool,  sauna,  weight  room.  Close  to  TTC.  With  North 
Etobicoke  Isolation  Discount  only  $200/month.  Available 
July  1.  Drawer  F2S2.  

JULY,  AUGUST  ONLY.  Share  spacious  bright  house  near 
Dufferin/King  with  one  guy  (non-smoker).  Own  furnished 
room/bathroom.  537-6097. 

LARGE  SUNNY  QUIET,  very  clean,  near  Riverdale  Park. 
Share  bath  and  kitchen,  $225.  Ask  for  Bill  or  Warren, 
465-9871. 

ROOM  AND  KITCHEN  to  rent,  $275  monthly.  North 
Beaches,  10  minutes  walk  from  the  beach.  Prefer  a  leather 
guy  or  one  familiar  with  the  leather  scene.  TTC  outside  the 
door.  Pets  welcome.  I'm  61.  Not  a  sex  ad.  Serious  replies 
only.  Not  a  sex  ad.  Don,  691-4336. 

GAY  ROOMMATE(S),  Non-smoker,  to  share  4  bedroom 
house.  Finch-Don  Mills  area.  Suitable  for  single  parent. 
July  or  August  1.499-1917. 

LUXURY  TWO-BEDROOM  apartment  to  share.  Ever 
thought  of  living  over  a  store  on  Queen  St?  Not  fancy  but 
plenty  of  character  in  an  interesting  area  (De  Grassi  St). 
Must  like  smokers  and  dogs.  $300/month.  466-3970. 

LOWER,  1 -BEDROOM  apartment  with  basement.  Avail- 
able June  1.  Bloor  &  Landsdowne  area.  $475/month. 
423-1600  after  5. 

•  SOUTHERN  ONTARIO» 

BARRIE-Cottage  to  rent  for  summer,  directly  on  Lake 
Simcoe.  Beautiful  location,  private  environment,  May- 
September,  $3,600  plus  hydro.  Call  964-9644. 

RETIRED  SENIORS 

MAINTAIN  FINANCIAL  &  SOCIAL  independence  while 
we  provide  lodging,  meals  and  health  care  in  a  friendly, 
licensed  home.  Location  Eeastern  Ontario.  Peter  &  Steve. 
Drawer  F153. 

WANTED  TO  RENT-  WEST  HAMILTON-DUNDAS 
house  or  large  3  bedroom  duplex.  Reasonable  rent  in  ex- 
change for  responsible  tenant.  Woman  and  2  children. 
Character  and  employment  references  available.  Posses- 
sion June/July  '85.  Drawer  F156. 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO  APT 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  (M  OR  F)  to  share  large  2-bed- 
room  furnished  apartment  with  lesbian.  $170/month  each. 
Laundry  facilities,  on  bus  route.  Prefer  non-smoker.  For 
May  to  August  or  any  part  thereof.  Call  519-579-3675  or 
write  Drawer  F236. 

•  H    A    L    I    F    A    X    • 

GRADUATE  STUDENT,  25,  QUIET,  non-smoker,  seeks 
(shared?)  accommodation  in  Halifax  for  the  school  year. 
I'd  like  my  own  room,  and  a  non-smoker  roommate.  Do 
you  speak  French?  I'm  studying  —  maybe  we  could  prac- 
tice. C  Bowen  1031  Fenn  Avenue,  Victoria,  BC  V8Y  1P4. 

TRAVEL 

BEACH  FRONT  Roman  Beach  Apts.  Oistintown  Barba- 
dos West  Indies.  Phone  809-42-87635.  Summer.  Two  per- 
sons.  One  night  $20-45  US.  All  Welcome. 

MOUNTAIN  RETREAT 

YEAR-ROUND  BED  and  breakfast  inn  in  New  Hamp- 
shire's White  Mountains  on  100  private  scenic  acres.  The 
Highland  Inn  offers  a  peaceful  and  relaxing  setting,  charm- 
ing rooms  with  private  baths,  lovely  common  areas,  fresh 
flowers,  antiques.  Fireplace,  library,  large  swimming  pool 
at  the  Inn.  Great  hiking,  canoeing,  fishing  and  antiquing 


LAUDERDALE 
MANOR    MOTEL 

Fort  Lauderdale 
SUMMER  SPECIAL 

$13400  US/week' 
ROOM  and  CAR 
"per  person/double  occupancy 
taxcs&insurancenotincludcd 
fromjunel  toOctober3l.l98S 
Write  or  phone  Lauderdale 
Manor  Hotel  2926  Valencia  St 
Fort  Lauderdale  Florida  33316 
Tel      305-463-3384 


nearby.  Mid-week  discounts.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 
Box  I18P,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978. 

BED  &  BREAKFAST 

SPACIOUS  SUITE  with  superb  view  of  Vancouver  and 
harbour.  Close  to  transportation.  $45/night,  single, 
$55/night,  double.  Includes  full  English  breakfast.  267-636 
Clyde  Ave,  West  Vancouver,  BC  V7T  1 E 1 .  (604)  922-7054. 

CASTRO  HOTEL 

AT  1 8TH  AND  CASTRO  in  San  Francisco.  Now  stay  in  the 
Castro,  not  just  nearby.  Unique  Victorian  suites  with  pri- 
vate bath  and  parlor  overlooking  the  street.  Experience  the 
Castro  by  staying  there.  Castro  Hotel,  560  Castro  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA,  94114  (415)  621-2521. 

NOVA  SCOTIA:  Lovett  Lodge  Inn.  Victorian,  antiques, 
alpine.  Near  St.  John-Digby  ferry.  Brochure:  Box  1 19, 
Bear  River,  NS  BOS  1B0.  (902)  467-3917. 

GOING  TO  EUROPE  THIS  SUMMER? 

NON-SMOKER,  30-45,  interested  in  music,  art,  architec- 
ture, etc.  sought  to  share  travel  experiences  and  expenses 
with  Michelin  Guide  fan,  39.  Drawer  F275. 

SEAFAIR  INN  -  OGUNQUIT 

BEAUTIFULLY  RESTORED  VICTORIAN  bed  &  break- 
fast inn  furnished  with  antiques.  Walk  to  club  restauraunts 
and  beach.  Private  or  share  baths.  Very  reasonable  rates. 
Brochure,  24-B,  Shore  Road,  Ogunquit,  Maine  03907. 
(207)646-2181. 


W 


K 


INTERIOR  DESIGN  graduate  seeks  employment  experi- 
ence in  space-planning,  drafting,  detailing,  rendering, 
specs.  Considered  a  hard  working,  reliable,  resourceful, 
creative,  career-oriented  individual.  Drawer  F222. 

WANTED 

DUE  TO  EXPANSION,  automated  IATA-appointed  tra- 
vel agency  seeks  experienced  travel  counsellor.  You  should 
have  experience  in  vacation/business  travel,  computer, 
BSP.  Reply  in  confidence  to:  Dart  Travel, 314JarvisStreet, 
Toronto  ON  M5B3K1. 

TORONTO'S  NEWEST  ESCORT  SERVICE  will  be  hold- 
ing  interviews  in  early  June.  Interested  applicants  should 
send  a  resume  including  a  recent  photograph  to  Drawer 
F263. 

STUDENT,  MALE  21,  seeks  employment  in  TO.  Hard- 
working, assertive,  intelligent.  Seeks  any  type  of  work.  Av- 
ailable June  25.  J  McCarty.  Box  6368,  STN  A,  Saint  John, 
NB  E2L  4R8. 

SERVICES 

SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  consulta- 
tions. 463-9688. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and/or  your  lover,  nudes,  portfolios, 
fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assignments.  Photo- 
graphed on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive  Pyne  Photography, 
694-5335. 
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Agent  (or  Atlas  Van  Lines 


BEAUTY  SALON  FOR  DOGS 

1519  O'Connor  Drive 

for  appointments  call:  759-9427 

Tues  -Sat..  7:30  am.  to  6  pm 
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[V]  PRIDE  FESTIVAL  85   AUGUST  2-11 

[v]  GAY  &  LESBIAN  SUMMER  GAMES  AUGUST  1-5 
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Wi:ST    HND 


(604)681-2889 


llOt   Thurtow  Street, 

Vancouver,  RC 

Canada,V6K  1 W9 


R(s[  OVATIONS  are  advised 

PHOVWNG  FNt  ACCOMMODATIONS 

KOUKBUSMESS 

Mf  FTMC  NEW  HKNOS 

K  OUH  PIEASUW 


Every  man's  home  is  the  Castle. 

Castle  Dub 


750  Granville,  Vancouver,  B.C. 


When  in 
Vancouver, 


24  hours  of  glee 
1167  Davie  St. 
Vancouver,  B(\  Canada 
16041685  5080 


ancouver 


BOOK 

AND  ART 

EMPORIUM 


Art  Gallery  •  Coffee  Bar 

Mail  Order  Catalogue 
Available 


1221THURLOWST., 

VAN.  B.C.  V6E  1X4 

PHONE  669-1753 


THE  ELBOW 
ROOM 

BREAKFASTS  &  LUNCHES 

MON    TO  FRI    7:30  TO  3:30 

SAT  &  SUN    9  30  TO  3:30 

720  JERVIS  ST  VANCOUVER 

PHONE    (>«rj  362X 


*PX-?IT 


LOOKING  FOR 
SOMETHING  NEW 


3  FLOORS  5  LEVELS  OF  HOT  MEN 
-  HOT  MUSIC  •  LIGHT  SHOW 

•  DANCE  FLOOR  •  EXOTIC  VIDEO 
•  PINBALL  •  SHUFFLEBOARD 
'  3  POOL  TABLES  •  KRUISE  PIT 
DRAUGHT  ON  TAP 

NOWTHATSTHE 
B.C.  SPIRIT 

1042  DAVIE  ST.  VAN.  B.C. 
685-4077 


Pride  Festival  '85 

August  2-11 

Parade  Monday,  August  5 

For  more  information  write 
Pride  Festival  '85 
1221  Thurlow  Street,  Box  111 
Vancouver,  BCV6E  1X4 

WHERETHE 
RAINBOW  BEGINS 


FOR  ADVERTISING  INFORMATION  CONTACT  LIONS  GATE  PROMOTIONS,  301-1821  BARCLAY  ST.,  VANCOUVER    BC    V6G  1K7 


Dr.  Willem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


JohnHiggins 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


97  Maitland  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M4Y1E3 


Office: 
(416)968-9054 


Home: 
(416)922-6544 


Practice  restricted  to 

Corporate  &  Commercial  Law. 

Real  Estate. 

Wills  and  Estates. 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.Sc.,LL.B. 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


HarveyMalinsky 

Offering  personal  Real  Estate 
services  to  our  community. 


Property  of  the  month 

A  Renovator's  Dream!  Built  in 

1869  in  the  Gothic  Revival  Style! 

Designated  Historical!  3,500  + 

sq  ft.  Partially  Gutted  and  Ready 

to  Go!  42'  by  129'  Lot!  Easily 
Duplexed  or  Triplexed!  Restora- 
tion Grants  Available!  Low  Down 
Payment!  Excellent  Long-Term 

Financing!  Asking  $179,900. 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East,  Suite  1 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


My  computer  access  shows 
you  comparable  property 
mines  across  tfx'  city — 

•  Residential 

•  Commercial  and 
Industrial 


\J 


DUNHILL 


- 


484  Parliament  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P2 

(416)  967-6901 

or  364-1900 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 

B.A.S.  (Finance) 

member  of  the  CI.CA.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon  request. 
No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  II  Yorkville  Ave,  Suite  608, 
Toronto,  ON  M4W  1L3  or  call  961-5812. 

COUNSELLING:  PERSONAL,  GROUP,  career.  Bored? 
Frustrated?  Confused?  Depressed?  Lonely?  Call  Peter  Scar- 
gall,  at  424-4554. 

SIMCOE  COUNTY  BISEXUAL  Introduction  Club  - 
For  rural  town  persons,  primarily  Newmarket  and  north  to 
Timmins.  Dependable,  confidential,  discreet  only.  18  to 
any  age,  one  to  one  friendships.  $100.00  permanent  mem- 
bership. Box  873,  Barrie,  Ontario,  L4&A4Y4. 


Siii  i 

Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

5§r^l 

You're  right,  your  piano  did  have 

a  nicer  tone  when  you  first  got 

it,  but  it  can  again  Call  me  and 

Wp^^t^^- 

I'll  tell  you  about  voicing 

James  Tennyson 

Certified  Piano  Technician 

335  Markham  St,  Toronto 

967-6653 

1  s^Zft  "*  w*w 

Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille     364-5356 

258  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ont.  M5A  3A4 


BUY    &    SELL 

THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  MAGAZINE.  Lon- 
don's Gay  News  called  it  "spectacular."  New  York's  Vil- 
lage Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive,. .  engage  any  gener- 
ous intelligence. "  The  book  is  called  Flaunting  ill  A  Decade 
of  Gay  Journalism  from  The  Body  Politic.  It's  yours  for 
$8.95  plus  $1.00  for  postage  and  handling.  Order  the  book 
that  Christopher  Street  called  "a  pleasure  to  read. .  .so  well 
editing  that  it  becomes  a  document  of  the  first  decade  of  gay 
liberation.' '  Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting  It! ,  Box  639,  Stn 
A,  Toronto  ON  MSW1G2. 

FRENCH  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  BOOKS 

SEND  $2  FOR  3  book  supplements  per  year.  Fourth  issue 
free.  We  do  mail  orders.  Librairie  L'Androgyne,3642  Boul 
St  Laurent,  Montreal,  Quebec  H2X  2V4  (English  books 
too!). 

EROTIC  ART 

EROTIC  DRAWINGS  available,  commissions  accepted. 
Also  portraits,  people  and  pets.  Call  Sharon  487-5709. 

TOP  QUALITY  UNCUT  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  VIDEO. 
For  men:  "Screen  Play"  and  "  Split  Image."  For  women: 
"Danielle's  Girlfriends"  and  "Women  who  love  women." 
$89.95.  Money  order/VISA/MC.  Specify  Beta  or  VHS. 
Drawer  F259. 

MESSAGES 

WE  SEEM  TO  BE  ENTERING  A  NEW  AGE  OF  RE- 
PRESSION. Parents  are  losing  custody  of  their  children 
because  the  powers-that-be  object  to  alternative  lifestyles  — 
even  when  those  lifestyles  are  kept  separate  from,  and  have 
no  effect  on,  the  children.  "The  Parent  SIG"  (SIG-Special 
Interest  Group)  would  now  like  to  start  a  special  newsletter 
that  deals  with  loss  of  custody  and  wc  need  input  from  many 
other  concerned  parents.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 
The  Parent  SIG,  2483  Emerson  Drive,  Corona  CA,  91720. 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

Join  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  ot 
Toronto's  baroque 
instrumental  ensemble 
or  choir 
Phone  536  2848 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  LEE.  Love  Bean. 
I  LOVE  YOU  ALL.  TOO.  Rick  B. 


SEARCHING  FOR  A  FRIEND 
II    YOU  AKI    i  fellow  Catholic,  and  run  a  cleaning 
husiiK-ss,  aod  talked  to  meal  Bud's  for  two  hours  on  I  ridaj 

night,  Mav  1,  why  did  you  lea\ e » ithoul  sa\  io|  in)  ihin^:''  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Ed,  Drawn  1 2Mi 


PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals— Metro- 
politan Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to 
men  and  women  prisoners  through  thechurch's  prison  min- 
istry. Prison  Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto,  ON 
M5S  2R4. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners  pro- 
ject. Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are  able  to 
send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  everywhere  (pro- 
vided an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer  special  order 
books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Prisoners  and  other  in- 
terested persons  should  write:  Books  For  Prisoners,  Box  A, 
92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 

LONELY  INMATE  ON  DEATH  ROW  here  at  the  Florida 
State  Prison.  No  family  or  friends  to  correspond  with.  22 
years,  1 50  lbs  5'  11 "  and  born  under  the  sign  Pisces.  I  would 
like  to  write  gay  people  with  a  nice  understanding.  Age  or 
race  not  important.  Leonard  Bean,  N°  078935,  Florida 
State  Prison,  Box  747,  Starke,  Fla,  32091 . 

EXTREMELY  LONELY  MAN  presently  incarcerated 
without  a  family  or  friend  whom  I  can  turn  to.  My  interests 
are  many  and  there  is  no  limitation  to  my  knowledge  con- 
cerning today's  world  events.  I  especially  love  people  of  all 
race,  creed  and  colour.  Please  do  write,  and  also  include  a 
stamped  envelope  for  a  prompt  reply.  I  will  answer  any  and 
all  letters  I  might  receive.  Greg  Furlow,  N°  156-946,  Box 
45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699-0001. 

I  DO  NOT  RECEIVE  ANY  MAIL  and  it  gets  lonely.  And  I 
would  enjoy  writing  and  meeting  peole.  I  am  28  years  old, 
5' 10"  170  lbs,  and  have  brown  eyes  and  hair.  I  like  music, 
reading  and  sports.  Greg  Swank,  N°  164001,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  Ohio,  45699-0001. 

GM,  22,  BROWN  HAIR,  blue  eyes,  6'  180  lbs,  30"  waist. 
Will  be  released  from  prison  in  2  months.  Just  coming  out 
and  looking  for  a  place  to  live  upon  release.  I  haven't  been 
gay  very  long  but  I  try  it  and  love  it.  John  Carnes,  Box 
B-44895,  Florence,  AZ,  85232. 

DEATH  ROW-WM,  5'9"  155  lbs.  Love  life,  poetry,  old 
cars,  brush  paints  and  independent  friends.  Will  answer  all 
who  are  sincere.  Billy  R  Battenfield,  97638,  Box  97-D-29, 
McAllester,  OK  74501. 

27  YEARS  OF  AGE,  5'7"  158  lbs,  blonde  hair,  dark  blue 
(bedroom  eyes.)  Straight-looking  and  acting.  Likes:  affec- 
tion, stimulating  conversation,  exercising,  reading,  music, 
clothes  and  neatness,  photography  and  good  hot  action. 
Brian  D  Phillips,  31554  Dorm  7,  IN  Dept  of  Corrections, 
Westville  Corr  Centre,  Box  473,  Westville,  IN  46391. 
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WANTED:  GAY  MALE  COUPLE  to  be  "big  brothers"  to 
1 8-month-old  boy.  Must  be  willing  to  make  commitment  of 
8  hours/month  for  at  least  one  year.  Serious  enquiries  from 
men  who  genuinely  want  to  spend  part  of  their  lives  with  a 
child.  Drawer  F258. 
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•KITCHENER/WATERLOO* 

I'M  A  THIRD  YEAR  university  student  looking  for  gay 
females  to  be  friends  or  lovers.  You  should  be  honest, 
responsible  (especially  emotionally),  and  not  into  drugs. 
Prefer  clean,  good-looking,  fit  people  who  like  dancing, 
bicycling,  exploring  new  places  and  have  a  thirst  for 
knowledge.  Drawer  F207. 
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•INTERNATIONAL* 

GENTLEMAN  OVER  Ml 

MASCULINE,  ATTRACTIVE,  EUROPEAN  male.  34. 
tall,  trim,  affectionate,  sensitive,  visiting  USA  and  Canada 
summer  '85,  seeks  masculine,  warm,  caring  man  over  50for 
correspondence,  visits,  hopefully  permanent  relationship. 
May  relocate  anywhere  for  right  person.  Please  send  detail- 
ed letter  and  photo.  Box  427, 1000  Brussels.  Belgium. 

GAY  SPANISH  MAN,  20,  would  like  Canadian  Mends. 
Please  write  to  Drawer  F196. 


NIAGARA-HAMILTON-TORONTO 
BODYBUILDER  WITH  GOOD  PECS  wanted  for  pec/tit 
worshipbyGWM,38,5'IO"l60lbs.SaUI  (Kc\  NoS/M. 
Box  56.  Niagara  Square,  Buffalo,  NY  14201,  USA. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  BROWN  GAY  MALE 
SI  I  ks  \i  hi  inc  ud  masculine  Browa/Black  buddy 
fol  lexual  encounters  and/or  friendship.  Not  interested  in 
loser  relationship    I'm  SMI'',  S3,  attractive,  masculine. 
versatile  and  with  nice  hot  ass.  loronto.  NYC,  Detroit. 
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SPRING  TIME 


LIGHTHOUS  E     COURT 


Out  &  Out 


^&K° 


FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  (416)  927-0970 


Montgomery 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa.  Charger  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

Illustrated  36  page 

catalogue$5  00  +  90s  postage 

and  handling 


NO.  780 

8-Way 

Harness 

(no.  780D  illustrated) 


ASK  FOR  IT! 

Adults  only  -  must 
be  legal  age. 


K.O.X. 


"Its   what   its   all   about" 


K.O.X 

is  holding 

THE  FIRST 
INTERNATIONAL  LEATHER  BALL 

May  30th  1985 
Prizes  —  Shows 

LEATHER  REQUIRED 

dans  le  village  de  Test 
1182  Montcalm,  Montreal,  Quebec  514-523-0064 
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An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments,  suites,  rooms  and 
cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Club,  Restaurant  and  Bar.   Across  from  the  Hemingway  House. 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-9588 


Chicago  welcome.  Photo  preferred  but  not  necessary.  De- 
tails and  phone  number,  please.  Drawer  F197. 

SERIOUS  MONOGAMOUS  AFFAIR 

CHINESE  MAN,  29,  in  Asia,  wants  a  serious  monogam- 
ous affair  with  a  GWM.  I  want  a  masculine  man  who  is 
clean,  decent,  loving  and  strictly  monogamous  to  share  my 
life.  Willing  to  relocate  to  Canada.  No  drugs  and  diseases. 
Honest  reply.  Drawer  F20S. 

YOUNG,  GOOD-LOOKING  ASIAN  guy,  22  years  old, 
176cm  tall,  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Management  (HRM),  Se- 
nior student,  fashion  model,  love  summer  beaches,  athletic 
sport,  discos  and  Asian  cooking,  also  very  flexible  in  bed. 
Seeks  contact  for  sincere  and  honest  gay  relation.  Mr  Roque 
Franco,  PO  Box  823,  Bacolod  City  6001,  Philippines. 

•  NATIONAL! 

J/O  LOVER 

UNIVERSITY  STUDENT  21,  trim,  young,  new,  hot.  Love 
JO,  video,  would  like  to  experience  more!  Saskatoon  area, 
but  travelling  to  Ottawa,  Toronto  in  summer.  Hot  letter, 
photo,  phone.  Discreet,  expect  same.  Box  1334  Saskatoon, 
Sask,  S7K  3N9. 

•  A    L    B    E    R    T    A    • 

GWM,  34,  5' 11"  155  lbs,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  profes- 
sional. Interests  include:  bicycling,  swimming,  squash, 
travelling,  theatre,  classical  music,  long  walks  and  cuddl- 
ing. You:  white,  black.  Oriental,  Asian,  not  important  but 
under  35  and  in  good  shape.  Will  answer  all  with  photo. 
Drawer  F219. 

•  CALGARY! 

FUCKBUDDIES 

FUCKBUDDIES  FOR  REGULAR  and/or  occasional  sex 
wanted  by  couple.  Max  waist  32".  Discretion  and  mutual 
trust  a  must.  Write  Box  1002,  Calgary,  T2P  2K4. 

•  SASKATOON! 

LOOKING  FOR  DOMINANT  cowboys,  leathermen, 
bodybuilders,  studs  (25  to  40),  into  hot  nights  in  secluded 
places.  I'm  27,  5' 10"  147  lbs,  brown  hair,  moustache, 
scruffy,  horny.  Drawer  F216. 

•  WINNIPEG* 

GWM,  26,  6'  180  lbs,  GOOD-LOOKING,  ail-American 
type,  interested  in  meeting  husky  fit  male  30-45  for  discreet 
good  times.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F238. 

•  ONTARIO* 

GWM  COUPLE,  30s,  seek  others,  single  or  couple,  for 
friendship,  good  times,  sex  etc.  Have  cottage  on  beach,  en- 
joy sunning,  swimming  and  sex.  Reply  with  photo.  Box  36, 
Perkinsfield,  Ontario  LOL  2J0. 

LETS  GO  DOWN  TOGETHER 

SCUBA  DIVER  SEEKS  BUDDY  to  share  summer  week- 
end diving  and  camping  excursions  and  Caribbean  fall  va- 
cations. Have  cosy  camper  van,  frequent  visitor  to  Bruce 
Peninsula  and  Tobermory.  Swimming,  nude  sunbathing, 
biking  the  Bruce  Trail,  cycling,  canoeing,  XC-skiing  are  my 
outdoor  interests;  music,  photography,  audio-visual  pro- 
ductions are  some  of  my  indoor  pursuits.  Turned  on  by 
well-filled  jocks,  exotic  underwear  and  want  to  learn  about 
leather.  5'  10"  155  lbs,  WASP.  Can  teach  interested  non- 
divers  if  sincere.  Replies  (photo  appreciated)  to  Box  2612, 
Stn  F,  Scarborough,  Ontario  MIW  3P2. 

SMALLTOWN  MAN  —  farmer  wanted  by  white,  mascu- 
line Latino  man,  28,  hairy,  bearded,  5'7"  142  lbs,  attrac- 
tive, honest,  into  one-to-one.  You:  masculine,  tough  and 
tender  and  down  to  earth.  Picture  and  number  please. 
Drawer  F203. 

MALE,  35,  EDUCATED,  seeking  younger  male.  Qualifi- 
cations: hung,  responsible,  solid,  caring  and  also  educated. 
Object:  mateship.  Drawer  F214. 

CANADIAN  BODYBUILDERS 

AM  INTERESTED  IN  meeting  professional  and  serious 
bodybuilders  of  Canada  for  get  togethers.  Will  pay  all  ex- 
penses required.  Bodybuild  myself.  Those  interested  write 
with  photo,  serious  only.  Drawer  F220. 

WM,  27,  EASTERN  ONTARIO,  would  like  to  hear  from 
guys  21-35  in  Eastern  Ontario  and  Montreal  areas  for 
friendship  and  possible  relationship.  Interests  include: 
music,  films  and  quiet  good  times.  Please  write  Drawer 
F249.  Photo/phone  appreciated. 

•  SUDBURY» 

SUDBURY  MALE,  21  YEARS,  5'11"  150 lbs,  masculine, 

non-smoker,  non-drinker,  good-looking,  loves  music, 
theatre,  monogamous.  Seeks  same  25-35  for  relationship. 
Reply  with  photo:  Kevin,  Box  1401,  Sudbury,  Ontario 
P3E4KI. 

•  SOUTHERN  ONTARIO^ 

CALIFORNI  AN  EX-SAILOR  27, 6  ft  190  lb,  straight-act- 
ing seeks  18-30  yr  masculine  SimcoeCounty  male.  Box  873, 
Barrie,  L4M  4Y4. 

BANCROFT/OTTAWA  AREA 

GWM,  37,  SLIM,  6T\  Greek  P  and  French  A/P,  seeks 
well-endowed  Greek  A  for  summer  fun.  All  races  welcome. 
Send  photo  and  letter  to  Suite  57,  275  King  Street  Fast, 
Toronto,  M5A  1K2. 


MIDLAND  Bl  NEEDS  SUCK  &  FUCK  BUDDIES 

BI  WM,  52,  5'6"  155  lbs,  needs  sex  sessions  with  clean, 
agreeable  males.  Reply  to  Drawer  F25I. 

♦   KITCHENER! 

YOU  NEED  DISCIPLINE 

AGGRESSIVE  MALE,  36,  5*11"  160  lbs,  seeks  younger 
submissive.  Turn  ons  include  denim,  leather,  rubber,  B&D, 
WS,  boots,  etc.  etc.  Must  be  health  conscious.  Send  phone 
and  descriptive  letter.  Drawer  F235. 


to,  phone  and  good  letter.  Will  consider  any,  especially 
master  my  own  age.  Drawer  F193. 

TIRED  OF  GOING  to  the  bars  alone.  Sincere  gay  guy,  30, 
too  shy  to  strike  up  conversations  with  strangers,  seeks  to 
do  so  with  this  ad.  I  really  would  like  to  make  some  new 
friends.  Drawer  F120. 

LONELY  WHITE  MALE,  24,  seeks  oriental  for  gentle 
times.  I  am  a  student,  5'7"  125  lbs,  slim,  seeking  student  or 
young  professional.  I  am  very  discreet  and  health  consci- 
ous. Send  photo  and  letter  and  I  will  do  same.  Jeremy,  65 
Front  West,  N°  030-142,  Toronto,  ON  M5J  1E6. 


PHOTO:   ROBYN  BUDD 


•  ST    CATHARINES» 

GWM,  41,  5'll"  150 lbs.  Interests:  running,  skiing,  thea- 
tre, films,  skating,  nightlife,  weights,  travel,  J/O,  videos, 
dining,  NYC.  Et  j'aimerais  connaitre  un  gars  qui  m'aiderait 
a  parler  francais.  Good  shape,  honnete,  propre.  Prefer 
husky,  in-shape  male,  25-45,  any  race.  Drawer  F036. 

•  HAMILTON» 

HAMILTON/LONDON 

BUSINESS  MAN,  34,  BI,  visiting  Hamilton-London 
weekly  requires  a  dinner  companion/escort.  Must  be 
straight  appearing  and  intelligent.  Write  in  detail  about 
yourself,  background  and  why  I  would  be  interested  in  you. 
Students  most  welcome.  Could  be  very  rewarding  to  right 
individual.  A  completely  descriptive  letter  and  recent  photo 
(colour,  full-length  preferred)  will  prompt  my  immediate 
response  for  interview.  Reply  to  L  Campbell  Box  955,  Wat- 
erloo,  ON  N2J  4C3. 

BANCROFT  AREA 

GAY  MALE  SEEKS  SAME  25  to  35  for  discreet  good 
times.  Reply  with  phone  number  and  photo  if  possible. 
Drawer  F17S. 

•  TORONTO» 

NAHANNI,  AUYUITTUQ,  QUETICO.  Fellow  canoeist, 
pilot,  trekker  sought  by  professional  photographer  to  share 
in  the  planning  and  living  of  these  and  other  indescribable 
wilderness  experiences.  No  lily-dippers  please.  Drawer 
E715. 

MASTER  NEEDED  by  young  slave.  GW  Portuguese,  21 , 
5'9"  165  lbs,  wants  kind,  firm  master  who  will  leach  S/M, 
B/D,  T/T  and  other  pleasures  to  make  me  serve.  Send  pho- 


IF  YOU  WANT  a  solid  relationship,  if  you  believe  life 
means:  together,  home,  friends,  sharing,  work,  fun,  laugh- 
ter, romance,  tears,  intimacy,  adventure. ..if  you  enjoy 
coming  home  at  sunrise  after  a  night  out  or  staying  in  for  a 
private  trip  on  the  moon...  if  you  are  under  36,  under  6', 
small  build,  slim;  an  athletic,  romantic  man  would  like  to 
fall  in  love  with  you...  phone  please.  Drawer  F2I7. 

GWM,  34  years  old,  6'  185  lbs,  very  affectionate,  seeks  gay 
guys  to  go  out  with  and  stay  in  with.  Drawer  F215. 

TATTOOED  MEN  WANTED 

HEAVILY  TATTOOED  MEN,  at  any  age/size,  sought  by 
handsome  Asian,  23,  5'10"  I261bs.  Will  travel  anywhere. 
Photo  (nude)  appreciated.  Drawer  F221. 

STRAIGHT-BEHAVING,  professional,  intelligent,  hon- 
est, sincere,  discreet,  clean  gay  white  male,  reliable,  28, 5*8" 
150  lbs,  seeks  friendship  with  attractive  male  with  similar 
qualities.  Photo/phone.  Thanks.  Drawer  F2I3. 

I  AM  A  32-YEAR-OLD  MALE,  6'4"  200  lbs,  lean,  muscu- 
lar swimmer's  body,  physically  fit,  clean-cut,  professional, 
financially  secure,  intelligent,  sensitive,  outgoing  and 
stable.  Looking  for  permanent  relationship  with  a  male  who 
has  similar  qualities.  You  must  also  be  a  hunk  who  is  a  top 
man,  hung  and  cut,  25  to  35  years  old,  6'  or  over,  masculine 
appearing  and  acting,  no  beard,  no  moustache.  Photo  and 
phone  please.  Drawer  F2I2. 

MASTER(S)  WANTED: 

THIS  HOT  23-YR,  5'9"  125  lbs.  brown  hair,  brown  eyes, 
slave  needs  maslcr(s)  with  hoi  fisting  hands,  also  into  giving 
raunch  W/S,  recycled  beer,  T/T,  enemas,  light  S/M,  B/I). 
toys,  leather,  rough  ass-play.  First  timers  also  welcome.  My 
ass  needs  servicing.  Phone,  photo  (returned)  and  detailed 
letter.  Drawer  F2I0. 

WRESTLING  FANTASY 

THERE  MUST  BE  a  big  guy  who  can  satisfy  ihis  fantasy 
and  others  regularly,  N  put  on  your  sweaty  well-used  jock- 
strap I'll  make  you  put  moreswcil  inlo  il  1  el's  test  your 
powerful  legs.  It  could  be  fun.  Discretion  assured  and  ex 
peeled.  I  el's  wrestle.  F209. 


ATTRACTIVE  BLACK  male,  very  well  hung,  seeks  non- 
promiscuous,  straight-acting  male  to  age  32  for  possible  re- 
lationship. Must  have  nice  body  and  hot  receptive  buns. 
Photo  and  phone,  thanks.  Drawer  F208. 

EUROPEAN  CANADIAN  EDUCATED  male,  49,  single, 
mature,  warm,  loving  needs  a  true  trusting  man  with  stable 
character  and  serious  approach  to  life,  for  joys  and  pains, 
sharing  and  caring,  teaching  and  learning.  Box  165,  Stn  G 
Toronto,  M4M  3G7. 

MOUSTACHE  GUY,  AGINCOURT  area,  seeks  well-built 
exercise  buddy.  Have  some  weights,  also  into  swimming 
and  cycling.  299-0502,  early  evenings. 

LEATHER  NOVICE 

GWM,  34,  BLOND,  5'8"  145  lbs,  7"  cut,  well  established, 
own  place,  seeks  relationship  with  leather  oriented  man, 
travel  workouts,  jogging,  Greek,  French,  fantasy.  Photo, 
please,  if  possible.  Drawer  F227. 

RIMMER,  GWM,  32, 6' 170  lbs,  would  like  to  service  your 
ass.  Into  fantasy  trips  of  all  kinds,  bondage,  watersports 
etc.  Videos,  JO  sessions.  Drawer  F131. 

A  BUDDY,  THEN  SEX.  If  you  prefer  this  sequence,  are 
slim,  30-42,  independent,  warm,  caring  and  into  becoming 
the  best  man  you  can  be,  then  contact  this  39-yr-old  GWM 
and  explore  the  possibility  of  a  lengthy  journey  on  a  rela- 
tion-SHIP!  Drawer  F035. 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  COLLAR  ME,  attach  a  leash  and 
then?  Novice,  submissive  6'2"  190  lbs,  33  would  like  to  ex- 
perience this  and  more.  Reply  with  detailed  letter.  Drawer 
F142. 

WILL  GIVE  BARE  BOTTOM  SPANKING 

TORONTO  GUY  will  give  bare  bottom  spanking,  paddl- 
ing, etc.  Your  limits  respected,  write  now  and  let  us  get  to- 
gether soon.  Drawer  F228. 

TEDDY  BEAR 

NOT  YOUR  NEW  TRENDY  type  but  a  comfortable,  well- 
worn  (40s),  plump  (205  lbs),  hirsute  model,  who  needs  hug- 
ging, cuddling,  affection,  loyalty  and  friendship.  I  need  an 
intelligent,  outgoing  playmate.  Interested  in  companion- 
ship too.  Drawer  F229. 

METAPHYSICS? 

GWM,  25,  5'9"  155  lbs,  brown/blue.  Deeply  interested  in 
things  psychic  and  spiritual.  Seeking  same,  any  race  (would 
prefer  oriental  or  black)  under  25,  with  similar  interests,  for 
possible  ongoing  relationship.  Photo  and  detailed  letter 
about  self  to  drawer  F230. 

HOT  &  READY  TO  CUM 

GWM,  35, 160  lbs,  5'6"  seeking  a  young  male  for  long  and 
hot  horny  sessions.  I  like  oral,  j/o,  cuddling.  Prefer  male 
2 1  -35  who  is  slim  or  average  build,  cut,  hung  and  has  lots  of 
dark  bushy  cock  hair.  I  also  like  a  male  who  wears  jeans  and 
T-shirts  most  of  the  time.  Should  have  apartment  in  Toron- 
to. Send  detailed  letter  with  photo  and  phone  number. 
Drawer  F231. 

SUBMISSIVE  MALE  NEEDS  TRAINING 

GWM,  36,  5'H"  passive,  wants  master  into  b/d,  golden 
showers,  humiliation,  strict  training.  My  fantasy  is  being 
gang-raped.  Age  and  looks  unimportant.  Phone  if  possible. 
Drawer  F232. 

F/F  BODY  BUILDER  bottom  seeks  agressive  top  or  versa- 
tile stud  for  deep  therapy;  receptive,  hot  ass  play. 
Safe/clean/healthy.  Drawer  F233. 

BLACK  HUNG  STUDS!  Eager  white  handsome  young 
slave  offers  complete  oral  and  anal  service.  Have  video. 
Command  me,  sir!  Drawer  F234. 

ATTACHED  CLEAN  FUN,  discreet  GWM  looking  for 
same.  Hairy  body  like  mine  a  plus.  Over  18.  Your  place 
days.  Write  now.  Drawer  F237. 

MARRIED  MALE,  has  the  boots,  helmet  and  leathers. 
Seeks  friend  with  motorcycle  for  casual  meetings.  Box  1 57. 
Woodbridge.ULlBI. 

ATTRACTIVE  BISEXUAL  late  30s.  Clean,  healthy,  not 
into  bar  scene,  requires  servicing.  Age,  race,  looks  unim- 
portant, no  strings,  no  games.  Just  action  and  discretion. 
Drawer  F239. 

ATTRACTIVE  WM,  24, 165  lbs,  seeks  clean  shaven  mus- 
cular or  lean  WM  to  30  for  clean  fun  and  good  limes.  Replies 
to  "C,"  Box  1 12«,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2T8. 

34- YEAR-OLD  WM  would  like  to  meet  GWMs  16-22  from 
Brampton  area.  The  naked  body  I  adore,  especially  buns.  I 
love  to  explore  all  parts  of  the  body  with  my  tongue  and  lips. 
Also  I  like  gay  video  movies  and  I  have  some.  Photo  please 
and  letter.  Reply  to  Drawer  F240. 

HI  MAI  I  .  WIT  [  HUNG  seeks  GM  to  28  lor  discreet  cn- 
eou  niers  leading  lo  possible  relationship.  Musi  be  clean  and 
attractive.  Please  reply  with  phone  and  photo  No  bo\  num- 
bers. Drawer  E926. 

HOT  HAIRY  FIRM  MUSCULAR  BUNS 
SATISFACTION  Gt  MtANTEBD   Suae  Nje,  »eight. 

height,  sexual  needs,  fantasies.  You  musl  be  Greek  aclne. 
clean,  considerate,  virile.  Nude  photo  gels  immediate  re- 
sponse.  Drawer  F206. 

BEAUTIFUL  PEOPLE??? 

WHERJ  \RI  1  Ml  Kl\l  I  \  beautiful  people  ihesuc- 
cessful  guppics  »ho  are  beyond  trendy  superficialities1  (It's 
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not  the  bar  crowd  that  runs  this  town!)  Prefer  qualities  to 
match  mine  —  dependable,  quiet,  open,  intelligent,  gay 
men  with  integrity,  25-40,  wanting  a  non-promiscuous, 
supportive  relationship.  Write  in  confidence.  Thanks. 
Drawer  F204. 

ATTRACTIVE  CHINESE,  20s,  seeks  sincere  guy,  18-38, 
for  serious  long  term  relationship.  Sincere  only!  Photo  ap- 
preciated, all  answered.  Drawer  F201. 

GWM,  LIVES  DOWNTOWN,  good  job,  31, 6'1"  175  lbs, 
seeks  "shorter"  GWM  26-32  years  who  lives  in  Toronto. 
Should  be  steadily  employed,  have  sense  of  humour,  enjoy 
sharing  simple  and  ordinary  things  in  life.  Only  honest,  reli- 
able individual  who  is  looking  for  sincere  relationship 
should  reply  with  phone  number.  Drawer  F200. 

NO  NEED  TO  BE  ALONE 

GUESS  WHAT?  There  are  many  terrific  people  in  Toronto 
who  don't  waste  their  lives  in  bars  and  discos.  If  you  are  into 
personal  growth,  healthful  living,  long-term  friend-  or  rela- 
tionships, and  couple  independent  thinking  with  mutual  re- 
spect, then  let's  meet.  It's  fun  to  be  alone  together!  Write 
and  find  out.  Drawer  F199. 

HANDSOME  YOUNG  MODEL  TYPE 

WANTED  BY  30-YEAR-OLD  professional  for  mutually 
rewarding  regular  private  encounters.  No  strings  attached. 
Discretion  assured.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F160. 

FLEX  MUSCLE 

BICEPS  AND  PECS,  lats  and  abs.  GWM,  31 ,  body-build- 
er, seeks  same  to  swap  protein.  Photo  please  to  assure  an- 
swer. Drawer  F158. 

SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER,  50,  MERCILESS,  seeks  slave  willing  to  surren- 
der all.  B/D,  S/M,  humiliation,  limits  respected.  GWM. 
Race  not  important.  Drawer  F198. 

FAT,  OLD  AND  UGLY 

REALLY  40s,  205  lbs,  ordinary  looking.  If  you're  still  read- 
ing, please  write  Drawer  F223. 

WHERE  IS  THE  GWM,  40-50  year  old  master  with  the 
hand  to  give  a  panty-clad,  garter  belt  and  short-skirted  bot- 
tom a  TLC  spanking.  Only  those  who  act  on  reply  —  others 
no  need.  For  the  one  who  is  master,  the  panties  will  surely 
drop.  Drawer  F225. 

DOMINANT,  FRIENDLY,  masculineGWM,  non-smoker 
in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non-competitive,  gentle 
GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm  buns.  Me:  a  pleasant- 
looking  guy,  5*  10"  165  lbs,  6"  cock  with  a  good  sense  of 
humour.  You:  reality-oriented  single,  who  isn't  looking  for 
a  fantasy  man  or  coitus  machine.  Let's  enjoy  my  sexiness 
and  energy.  Phone  numbers  only  please.  Pax.  Drawer 
E675. 

MIDDLE-AGED  BUSINESSMAN,  frequent  visitor  to 
Toronto,  seeks  attractive  university  student,  21  plus,  any 
race,  any  colour,  for  friendship  and  possible  fun  times. 
Please  send  phone  number  and  picture  if  possible.  Thanks. 
Drawer  F174. 

GWM,  33, 5'5";  slim,  dark;  hairy  chest,  legs;  trim  beard; 
professional  educator-therapist.  Attractive,  healthy,  free- 
thinking,  ethical,  spiritually-evolved,  non-Christian.  Af- 
fectionate, sensuous,  stable,  masculine,  solid,  good-hu- 
moured and  absolutely  monogamous.  Non-smoker,  dis- 
like bars  and  ghetto  behaviour.  Enjoy  film,  theatre,  books, 
camping,  travel.  See  need  to  explore  safe,  satisfying,  low- 
risk  alternatives  in  male-to-male  intimacy.  Hope  to  meet 
one  exceptional  man  who  can  relate  to  all  of  the  above,  to 
develop  solid  friendship,  possible  relationship.  Appreciate 
descriptive  letter.  Photo  (will  return)  guarantees  response. 
Drawer  F191. 

GAY  PROFESSIONAL  MALE  COUPLE,  35  &  29,  seeks 
masculine,  good-looking  friends,  active  and  under  40  (max 
waist  32")  who  would  enjoy  a  GROWING  relationship. 
Let's  talk.  Drawer  F260. 

WANTED:  MASCULINE  &  FRIENDLY  GWM 

ATHLETIC  YOUNG  GWM  25,  5'7"  135  lbs,  gold/brown 
hair,  green  eyes,  looking  for  20-30  masculine  attractive 
GWM  not  into  bar  scene.  Enjoy  the  outdoors  and  all  plea- 
sures of  life  including  "love."  Let'sgive  a  try.  Drawer  F278. 

MASCULINE,  AFFECTIONATE  PROFESSIONAL,  37, 
5' 10",  trim,  good  physique,  moustache,  hairy,  circumcis- 
ed. Enjoy  fitness,  outdoor  activities,  travel,  theatre,  mov- 
ies, music.  Seek  muscular  non-smoker,  sincere,  25-45  in 
Metro  area  for  fun  and  friendship.  Phone  and  photo  appre- 
ciated. Drawer  F261. 

LET'S  MEET.  I'm  a  27-year-old  attractive,  professional 
Asian  who'd  like  to  meet  another  compatible  man,  under 
35,  for  friendship  or  relationship.  I  enjoy  theatre,  working 
out,  travelling  and  quiet  times.  Drawer  F262. 

COMPETITIVE  SWIMMER  AND  SAILOR,  6'  135  lbs, 

defined  build,  little  body  hair,  with  career  desires  the  com- 
pany of  a  healthy,  fun-loving  man.  Photograph  and  note  to 
Drawer  F265. 

PARTIAL  TO  LEATHER  &  DENIM.  GWM,  38,  6'  170 
lbs,  seeks  to  expand  limits,  especially  in  TT/DT  B&D  and 
ass  play.  All  explicit  replies  answered.  Box  312,  Stn  J, 
Toronto,  ON  M4J  4Y8. 

GOOD  SEX,  as  well  as  such  not-so-trivial  pursuits  as 
books,  theatre,  movies,  ballet,  opera,  gourmet  cooking, 
dining  out,  bridge,  cats,  working  out,  cryptic  crosswords, 
picnics,  conversation,  golf,  racquetball.  Professional  gay 
male,  37,  whose  interests  include  the  above,  seeks  similar 


BOOTS 

A  contact  club  forming 
for  men  into:  Heavy  Boots, 
Leather  &  Rubber,  Uniforms, 
Motorcycles,  Vans,  Trucks 
&  Jeeps,  or  whatever  your 
masculine  trip  may  be. 
$5.00  Membership  Fee. 
No  Forwarding  Charges. 
P.O.  Box  266, 
Postal  Station  "A" 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada 
V6C2M7 


LIQUID  INCENSE:: 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 





ihk:hi:ioim 


VWWWWWm+*TWTm 


•  _•     •     •     • 
•     •     •     • 


AN  AROMA  FOR  YOUR  FANTASIES 


•  ••••••••••••••••a  ■  •  ■  ••••••••••  • 

•  •••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••■•»*••• 

-•■••••••••••••••■•a 

•  •••••••••••••••••«• 

■  •••■•■•••••••••••a 

•  •••••••••••• 

•  •••••••••••••a 

•  ••••• 

•  ••••••••••••a* 

•  •*•••••••■•*• 

•  •■•••••••••••• 

•  •••••••••••••••••■••••••a 

•  ••••••••••••••♦•••••■♦•a   _ 

•  ••••••••••••••••••••••••••a 


Available  at  better  clubs, 
saunas  and  book  stores 
accross  Canada. 


Dealer  inquiries: 
J.A.L.  Enterprises  inc. 
66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto  (Ontario)  M5B  1G5 

Tel.:   (416)  977-4718 


Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


GflV 

fllATES 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


GAY 
ROOMMATES 

SHARE YOUR  SPACE 

&  SAVES 

NEED  A  PLACE? 

CITY-WIDE 
ROOMMATES 

964-7064 

WEEKDAYS  9-8,  SAT  12-4 
TORONTO  -  MISSISSAUGA 

LOW  FEE!  QUICK!  GUARANTEED! 


1985 


Can  Mean  Freedom 


From  shaving,  trimming,  tweezing, 

UNWANTED  HAIR 

FBOM  ANYWHERE. 


CERTIFIED  ELECTROLOGIST 

Sheilagh  Devlin 
9  Bellbury  Cres.  North  York 

491-1114 
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men,  20  to  45,  for  friendship  and  more?  Phone  and  photo 

appreciated,  but  not  essential.  Drawer  F267. 

GWM  COUPLE,  LONG-ESTABLISHED  lovers,  49,  but 
young-looking,  average  looks,  versatile,  down  to  earth  and 
unpretentious,  not  into  bar/baths  scene,  varied  interests, 
wish  to  broaden  horizon  and  meet  other  gay  males,  couples 
or  singles,  for  possible  friendship  and  sexy  get-togethers. 
.  Photo  and  phone  number  appreciated.  Drawer  F268. 
TRUSTING  INTIMACY  (not  necessarily  sex)  with  anoth- 
er male  is  my  goal.  If  you  like  classical  music,  we  might 
become  friends,  even  if  I  am  too  old  to  turn  you  on.  Write 
anyway.  Unless  you  are  Peter  Pan,  I'm  not  all  that  old! 
Drawer  F269. 

HAIRY,  HUNG  AND  HORNY 

GWM,  32,  170  LBS,  6'  seeks  another  hairy  and/or  well- 
hung  guy  to  service  or  be  serviced  by.  I've  got  a  big  cock,  re- 
ceptive hairy  ass,  hot  lips  and  great  technique.  Take  your 
pick.  Age  not  important.  Be  discreet.  Photo  and  phone 
please.  Drawer  F270. 

LOVER  MAN,  WHERE  CAN  YOU  BET 

HANDSOME  GUY,  21,  MASCULINE,  seeks  serious  ro- 
mantic man  25-40  who  is  truly  looking  for  a  special  someone 
to  fill  the  void  in  his  life  left  by  bars,  clubs  and  cruising.  Only 
responses  with  recent  photo  and  phone  number  will  be  an- 
swered. Drawer  F271. 

BIG,  BUTCH  AND  BASHFUL 

GWM  (6'2' '  250  LBS)  into  bodies,  muscles,  pecs  and  wres- 
tling seeks  muscular  macho  man.  All  replies  answered,  out- 
line your  scene.  Drawer  F272. 

INEXPERIENCED  YOUNG  WM,  22,  slim  (5'  10"  140), 
first  time  out,  seeks  same  or  affectionate  young  guy  to  help 
show  the  way.  Letter  and  phone  (photo  would  be  nice). 
Discretion  assured.  Drawer  F273. 

DISCIPLINE 

I'D  LIKE  TO  MEET  DOMINANT,  aggressive  guys  with 
good  trim  bodies  who  enjoy  giving  heavy ,  non-sexual  strap- 
pings. I'mnotaslave.Don'tgo  for  bondage  orfar-outS/M. 
I  do  like  wearing  leather.  I  'm  56, 5'5"  140  lbs,  work  out  and 
have  a  pretty  good  body.  Have  a  collection  of  well-used 
straps  and  a  place.  Jeff  Carson,  Box  1003,  Stn  F,  Toronto, 
M4Y  2T7. 

GWM,  35, 5'  10"  160  lbs,  straight  looks,  seeks  a  gay  black 
male  with  great  body,  good-looking  moustache  for  friend- 
ship and  possible  fun  times.  Phone  number  and  letter  with 
details  and  photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F277. 

GWM  30,  5'10",  average  build  (sometimes  too  straight- 
looking  and  acting  for  gay  guys  to  take  a  chance  on).  I  like 
oral,  j/o,  videos,  active  Greek.  All  Levis,  denim  or  cords, 
leather  jackets.  Cock  size  is  not  important.  Looking  for  av- 
erage guy  for  friendship  first,  relationship  possible  in  the  fu- 
ture. Your  age  doesn't  matter  if  you  can  relate  to  a  30-year- 
old  who  feels  there  is  more  to  life  than  being  a  billboard  for 
the  "gay  lifestyle."  Not  into  bars  every  night.  Phone  num- 
ber and  non-revealing  photo  will  get  the  fastest  replies. 
Drawer  F166. 

ONE-TO-ONE  RELATIONSHIP 

WANT  THE  ABOVE  heading.  I  don't  think  50  is  too  old.  I 
am  and  1  don't  if  you're  a  top  man,  bigand  hairy.  I'm  a  bot- 
tom, small  type.  Will  try  anything  with  right  man.  I'm  not 
versatile  or  well-endowed  but  also  like  a  pair  of  big  thighs 
around  my  neck.  I  am  clean,  sincere  and  reliable.  Drawer 
F184. 

TEDDY  BEAR  SEEKS 

A  FRIEND.  Loveable,  huggable  teddy  bear  seeks  that  special 
person  to  bring  warmth  back  into  his  life.  This  1954  vintage 
bear" is  warm,  gentle,  affectionate  and  a  little  shy.  He's  also 
inquisitive,  cautious  and  very  professional.  Many  years  of 
well-groomed  fur  and  clean  living  have  made  him  what  he  is 
today.  This  bear  is  searching  for  teddy  lovers  to  age  40  with 
compatible  background  for  friendship  and  just  maybe  (he 
can  always  hope)  someone  to  share  his  den.  Letter  reply  to 
Drawer  F 1 80. 

GWM,  48,  6'  200  lbs,  enthusiastic  expert  rimmer,  water- 
sportsman  and  much  more  —  both  ways.  Also  into  leather, 
enemas,  sweat,  hot  times,  fantasies.  Need  shaving  and 
possibly  piercing  too.  Tell  me  your  scene.  Serious  earthy 
types  only  —  no  novices.  Nothing  cosmic.  Drawer  F276. 

GWM,  28,  6'  165  lbs,  blond/moustache,  educated  (2  de- 
grees), self-employed  (3  businesses),  dynamic,  fun,  hu- 
mourous and  outgoing.  I  want  a  permanent  relationship  — 
no  one-night  stands.  However,  I  am  selective:  you  must  be 
25-32,  intelligent,  ambitious,  down-to-earth  and  patient 
enough  to  make  a  friend.  Interests  include:  camping, 
finance,  antiques,  travel.  Respectable,  sincere  persons  are 
invited  to  call  887-9434. 

HANDSOME,  WELL-BUILT,  26-year-old  struggling  ar- 
tist  needs  help  with  the  rent .  Eager  to  meet  and  make  special 
arrangements  with  an  older  generous  gentleman.  Call  Bob 
921-2614. 

RUBBER/LATEX  TOP  wants  to  play  games  with  you. 
B/D,  light  S/M,  CBT.  Your  fantasies  considered,  wearing 
Latex  not  negotiable.  Inexperienced  welcome.  Asians/ 
Orientals  especially  welcome.  Member  NWRM.  Drawer 
F245. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  FRIEND 

ARE  YOU  YOUTHFUL,  attractive,  non-smoker,  quiet, 
friendly,  sincere,  hot,  horny,  love  to  travel?  You  can  share 
my  house  and  car  in  Mississauga,  3  bedroom,  piano,  stereo, 
patio,  park  setting.  No  rental  fee,  GO  Transit  to  city.  Send 
detailed  letter  with  phone  and  picture  if  possible.  I'm  a 


youthful  50,  love  music,  gardening,  cooking,  theatre,  fit- 
ness. Drawer  F244. 

MATURE,  GAY  MALE,  TALL,  heavy  build,  educated, 
cultured,  good  appearance,wants  to  meet  same  or  similar 
for  camping,  theatre,  concerts,  travel,  other  interests. 
Drawer  F243. 

I'VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR  LOVE  in  all  the  wrong  places. 
GWM,  30,  5*10",  average  build,  sincere,  affectionate  cud- 
dler,  sense  of  humour,  wants  to  meet  other  males  25  to  40 
for  friendship  and/or  possible  monogamous  relationship. 
Photo  would  be  nice.  Drawer  F247. 


6'2  AUBURN  BARITONE,  mid-20s,  crazy  about  musical 
theatre  and  light  opera,  wishes  to  meet  preferably  non- 
smoking moderate  drinker  mid-30s,  dark  beard  and  mous- 
tache would  be  nice,  for  friendship,  possible  relationship. 
Not  into  drugs,  baths  or  insecure  closets.  I'm  honest,  ro- 
mantic, energetic,  thin,  theatrical-looking  and  waiting. 
Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F255. 

HOT  FOR  MEN'S  FEET  in  worn  construction  boots, 
sneakers.  GWM,  bottom,  43,  6'  170  lbs.  Give  great  head. 
Eager  to  learn,  explore  UNDER  master.  Photograph  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  F257. 


PHOTO :   ROBYN  BUDD 


CHINESE,  25,  ATTRACTIVE,  slim,  sincere,  discreet, 
clean,  into  most  things.  Seeks  mature  GWM ,  over  40,  masc- 
uline, hairy  chest  over  40  inches,  any  shape,  size,  bald  OK, 
no  beard.  Show  me  some  good  life.  Toronto,  Edmonton, 
Calgary,  NY.  Photo  appreciated.  Writer  Advertiser  2  Bloor 
St.  West,  Suite  100-530,  Toronto,  M4W  1E2. 

YOUNG  MALE  24 

STRAIGHT-LOOKING  AND  ACTING,  considered  cute, 
seeks  similar  guy  same  age  or  under  for  friendship  and/or 
relationship.  Interests  are  music,  camping,  flying.  All 
replies  answered.  Photo  appreciated.  Absolutely  confiden- 
tial.  Drawer  F250. 

GWM ,  20, 5'6"  1 55  lbs,  looking  for  male  1 8-35  for  physical 
relationship.  Reply  to  Box  227,  3148  Kingston  Rd,  Suite 
209,  Scarborough,  Ontario  M1M  2P4. 

MALE  WANTED:  Male,  40s,  wants  to  meet  with  other 
males.  Someone  out  there  who  enjoys  the  company  of  an 
older  male  —  age  no  barrier.  Maybe  you're  new  in  the  city 
and  want  a  new  friend?  Have  own  apartment  for  fun  times 
and  car  for  trips.  All  replies  will  have  complete  discretion 
and  honesty.  Lots  of  spare  time  and  hours  and  minutes  to 
spend  with  someone.  Drawer  F242. 

ATTRACTIVE,  SUCCESSFUL  businessman,  35  years, 
independent,  seeks  similar  good-humoured  male,  25-35. 
Tired  of  bar  scene.  Serious  replies  only.  Drawer  1-24 1 . 

FIT,  DEFINED  MASCULINE,  attractive  GWM  -  above 
average  endowment,  looking  for  generous  French  active 
gent  for  mutual  benefit.  Box  1 1 10,  Station  F,  Toronto. 

GWM,  27,  masculine,  attractive,  discreet,  very  well- 
endowed,  would  like  to  meet  blue  jeans  or  black  jeans  type 
guy  or  couple,  18-30,  for  mutual  pleasures,  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  A  little  black  leather  turns  me  on  a  lot 
too!!!  Photo  if  possible  and  phone.  Drawer  FI89. 

GOOD-LOOKING  FASHIONABLE  Chinese  male.  24, 
5'9"  138,  brown  hair,  eyes,  straight  acting,  fun-loving 
adventurous.  Seeks  WM  lo  30  for  gct-logcthcrs,  possible 
relationship  Candid  replies  with  phone  to  Box  1 128, Stn  I , 
Toronto,  M4Y  2T8. 


COUPLE 

GWM,  40  &  36,  varied  interests,  bar  scene  sometimes, 
travel,  music,  video.  Like  to  meet  guys  interested  in  getting 
together.  Detailed  reply  with  photo  and  phone  to  Drawer 
F256. 

TALL,  ATHLETIC,  ATTRACTIVE,  sincere  male,  early 
30s,  wishes  to  meet  clean  cut  black  or  mixed  race  guy  for 
friendship,  possible  relationship.  Drawer  F254. 

MALE  COUPLE,  PROFESSIONAL,  26/30,  would  like  to 
meet  other  monogamous  couples,  whose  interests  include 
theatre,  movies,  camping  and  dinners  out.  Please  respond 
to  Drawer  F253. 

•    OTTAWA~i 

TRUCKER/POLICEMEN 

SUBMISSIVE  MAN  44,  5'  9"  balding,  would  service  slim 
truckers,  policemen,  servicemen,  18-50.  Interests:  Boots, 
bikes,  trucks  and  leather.  Box  9365.  Ottawa,  KIG  3V1. 

ON  YOUR  KNEES  BOY 

OTTAWA  MASTER,  33,  5'  7"  hairy,  experienced,  wants 
boot-licking  slave  that  turns  on  to  leather,  obedience 
CB/TT  and  bondage.  If  you  want  to  wear  my  collar,  get  on 
you  knees  boy  and  call  (61 3)737-3666  for  your  instructions. 
Visitors,  serious  and  noviceor  experienced  only.  Limits  and 
discretion  respected. 

A  GOOD  IOOKING,  physically  fit,  bright  and  hard 
working  35-year-old  professional  has  decided  to  devote  as 
much  attention  to  his  personal  life  as  to  his  very  successful 
career.  He's  looking  for  someone  special  with  whom  he  can 
share  the  pleasures  of  life,  whether  a  canoe  trip,  a  concert  at 
the  NAC,  or  a  cycle  along  the  canal.  His  ideal  is  between 
25-35,  intelligent  with  a  healthy  sense  of  humour,  mascu- 
line, handsome  and  sensuous,  discreet  set  comfortable  with 
himself,  easy  going,  politically  aware  and  emotionally 
secure.  This  is  the  first  time  he  has  placed  an  ad  and  prnbab 
ly  the  first  lime  you've  thought  ol  responding.  If  you  ap- 
proach  lus  ideal,  write  and  tell  bin  about  younell  Drawn 
F202. 


OTTAWA,  40, 6'  I "  175  lbs,  not  looking  for  lover  but  occa- 
sional meetings  and  friendship.  Married  welcome,  good 
build,  large  cock  preferred.  Discretion.  Write  Drawer  F2 18. 

ORIENTAL  WANTED 

SINCERE,  GENTLE,  sense  of  humour,  diverse  interests, 
gay  white  male  30s,  5*7"  145  lbs,  muscular,  works  out  regu- 
larly. French,  Greek  active  and  passive.  Local  or  visitors. 
Photo  appreciated  —  sexier  the  better.  Will  reply  with 
same.  Drawer  F211. 

tHONTREALt 

MONTREAL  GWM,  39,  slender,  virile,  anal  virgin,  seeks 
patient  tender,  delicate  topman  with  slender  penis  to  intro- 
duce me  to  the  pleasures  of  sodomy.  Drawer  F274. 

•  M  A  R  I  T  1   M   E  S   • 

CAPE  BRETON  GWM,  5'6"  150  lbs,  discreet,  straight 
acting,  mature,  seeks  same  qualities  for  meeting  and  possi- 
ble relationship.  Drawer  F224. 

LETS  CELEBRATE  LIFE 

ME:  GWM,  36,  honest,  mature,  fit,  slim,  dark  hair,  caring 
with  lots  of  love  to  give,  enjoy  travel,  music,  theatre,  work- 
ing out.  You:  30  to  45  with  comparable  attributes, looking 
for  a  shared  monogamous  relationship.  Us:  companion- 
ship with  beautiful,  tender  moments  together.  Southern 
Maritimes,  Halifax.  Drawer  F194. 

ANY  ACTION  DOWN  EAST? 

ATTRACTIVE  GUY  touring  Maritimes  this  summer 
would  like  to  hear  from  guys  who  know  the  landscape  and 
who  like  some  good  times  and  hot  action.  Letter  with  phone 
and  photo  svp,  Box  204,  Westmount  PQ,  H3Z  2T2. 

•  CHARLOTTETOWN* 

MALE,  28,  Ch'town  area  wishes  to  meet  same  25  plus  for 
friendship/relationship.  Enjoy  music,  movies,  going  out 
and  quiet  times  at  home.  Phone  number  appreciated. 
Serious  replies  only  please.  Drawer  F246. 


MODELS  &  ESCORTS 

• 

E  D  M  O  N  T  O 

N 

• 

GOLDENBOY  ESCORTS 

BEAUTIFUL  MEN   WITH   BEAUTIFUL   BODIES. 
Reasonable  rates  in/out  calls  24  hours.  424-5455. 

• 

C    A    L    G    A    R 

Y 

• 

MODEL-ESCORT 

I  CAN  STAND  to  any  occasion.  Fulfill  your  fantasies.  Out 
of  towners  welcome.  Versatile  hot  and  discreet.  Barry 
228-5531. 

•  TORONTO^ 

"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  -  Two  clean-cut 
good-looking  males,  19  and  22,  available  for  personal 
escort/model  services.  922-2089. 

TORONTO  ESCORTS  AND  MODELS 

FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 5'  1 1 " 
170,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as  escort  and/or 
model.  Call  Rick:  531-6976. 

BRIGHT,  GOOD-LOOKING  student,  22  years  old,  5'7", 
135  lbs,  seeks  position  as  escort.  Call  Steve  961-4680. 

TORONTO'S  FINEST 

TWO  HOT  ATHLETIC  MALES  21  and  22,  available  for 
model  and  escort.  Call  964-81 13. 

COMPETITIVE  BODYBUILDER.  50"  chest,  18"  arms. 
31"  waist,  28"  thighs,  18"  calves.  Well-built  and  defined. 
Call  Roger  362-8982. 

GOLDENBOY  MASSAGE  AGENCY 

MASSEURS  AND  MODELS,  18-28.  Service  to  hotels  and 
homes.  AMEX  MC/VISA  and  cheques. 

APPLICANTS  NEEDED. 
416-283-3160. 

UNINHIBITED  MALE  available  for  Model  Escort  Ser- 
vice, fun  and  relaxing  time.  731-8518. 

YOUNG  BLOND  BODYBUILDER  now  available  for 
escort  work  and  private  modelling.  Call  Paul,  24  hours, 
860-1065. 

ENJOY  TOUR  TORONTO'S  GAY  SPOTS 

WITH  A  COMPETENT.friendly,  spontaneous,  most  at- 
tractive, unique  male  escort.  (Also  model,  unforgettable 
massage.)  Follow  the  leader.  O,  Tours,  922-8484. 

HANDSOMh  HOT  AND  (inhibited  escort-model  lor 
discriminating  men.  5' II"  155  lbs,  26  years.  Call  Roger  at 
921-2614  and  we'll  make  some  plans. 

HOT  TORONTO  NIGHTS!  MODEL 
HOT,  HORNY,  HUNG,  GBM.available  for  discreet  ses- 
sions, leather  or  not.  Videos,  toke,  fantasies,  toys.  Photo. 

phone     recieses  reply.  Drawer  F248. 

COOl)  lOOKING,  well-built  soldier/cop  type  available  as 
model/escort.  Duane.  920-1428. 

•  W  ~Q      M      T   N   _• 

TWO  ATTRACTIVEGAY  WOMEN,  22  and  24,  available 
lor  personal  escort  lease  message  for  Helen  or  Cheryl 
WO-70JJ 
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Wayne  Curl,  RMT 

Relaxation,  Therapeutic 
Massage  and  Hydrotherapy 

Treatments  available  for: 


Sprains 
Tendonitis 
Arthritis 
Muscle  Spasm 
I  leadaches 

(migraine) 
Wry  Neck 
High  Blood 

Pressure 
Edema 

Ner\e  Lesions 
Stress  Management 


Lung  Congestion 
Menstrual 

Discomfort 
Constipation 
Sciatica 
Postural 

Deformities  (flat 

teet.  rounded 

shoulders) 
Chronic  and  Acute 

Pain 


$5.00  discount  with  this  ad 
By  appointment,  593-5014 


SHIATSU 


for  stress 
for  health 


donald  thomas 
466-7340 


CURIOUS? 


BE  THE  FIRST  ONE  TO  KNOW  WHEN  EXCITING  THINGS  HAPPEN 
Tfffneeds  volunteers  to  answer  the  phone  and  open  the  mail.  Four  hours 

a  week,  morning  or  afternoon. 


,  Oaaa 


CALL  GILLIAN  AT  364-6320  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
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823  FLEMING/305-296-2131 


ALEXANDER'S 

A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FLEMING,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

305-294-9919 


KHS  4  TERRY  S 

The  Palms 
of  Key  West 

GUESTHOUSE  -  RESORT 
~il         *  friendly  tropical  guesthouse. 

•    lor  reservations  or  color  brochure  write  or  call: 
I20T  White  St  Key  West.  Fl  33040  •  (305)  294-31  *6 


Cypress  House 


a  great  guest  house" 
The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  7th  season  with 
usl  Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniver- 
sary, or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  Mouse. 

•  Spotiess  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  fir  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms 

•  Daily  breakfast  &  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  our  brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 

601  C    Caroline  St,  Key  West.  PL  33040 


An  Inn  for  the 
Avant  Garde  in 
Old  Towne. 


Celebrate  your  lifestyle  in  our  Victorian 
mansion.  Varied  rooms  feature  private 
baths,  balconies,  A/C  and  kitchenettes. 
Enjoy  our  tropical  deck,  healed  pool  and 
entertainment  lounge.  Rales  include 
airport  pickup,  daily  breakfast,  sunset 
cocktails  and  very  personal  attention. 

,       410  F  Fleming  St. 

A  Key  West 

FL  33040 

305/294-6977 


A  COMPLETE  RESORT 


Enclosed  compound  includes  34  A/C 
guestrooms  and  efficiencies  most 
with  TV,  all  with  radios. 
•  Tropical  Jacuzzi  Setting  •  Giant 
Swimming  Pool  •  Cafe  •  Sauna  •  Exercise 
Room  •  TV  Lounge  w/45"  screen  •  Bike 
Fleet  •  Prices  to  fit  your  budget- 
Weekly  Rates  •  Our  9th  year  catering 
to  your  lifestyle! 


House 


1129  FLEMING  STREET,  KEY  WEST 
FLORIDA  33040  •  305-294-6284 


KpY 

WEST 


'the 

noes 

Tke  perfect  settiag  lor  M«Mer 
fun  A«d  making  mw  frWada.  A 
tastefully  d*coral*d  sjsjmAmm 
in  a  great  Old  I  own  locatioa.  Call 
or  writ*  for  color  brocherc. 

521-C  United  St.,  Key  West,  FL  33040 
305-296-7467 


CLUB  KEY  WEST  B     m 


COMPARE  SERVICES  &  FACILITIES 


RATES  FROM  $17.00 


>  Guestrooms  with  TV,  overhead 
tans  or  air  conditioning  plus  private 
phone 

•  Our  spa  includes  steam  room,  tropi 
cal  pool  &  whirlpool,  exercise  gym, 
club  cafe,  and  nude  sunbathing 

•  Walking  or  cycling  distance  to  all 
beaches,  bars,  discos  in  old  town 

305/294-5239 

621  TRUMAN  AVE., 

KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 

Services  &  Facilities  subieci  io 
■  H  ge  witnout  nonce 


LODGING  *  BATHS 

Legal  ID  required  tor  Club  Bath  Cham  Membership 


Ask  us  for  a  free  KEY  WEST  BUSINESS  GUILD  DIRECTORY 


EY  WEST 


COCONUT GROVE 

GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  Hospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming*  Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)296-5107 


50  S  THE  BODY  POLITIC  S  JUNE  1985 


THE     BACK     PAGE 


UleMAKING 


I  once  taught  at  a  boarding 

school  where  at  the  end  of  each 

year  all  the  rules,  except  those  to 

do  with  physical  safety,  were 


crossed  out  so  that  in  the  fall  students  returned 
free  to  use  their  judgment  until  such  time  as  it 
seemed  necessary  to  make  a  new  rule  because  too 
many  students  were  staying  up  and  out  too  late, 
because  there  were  too  many  injured  animals  left 
in  the  biology  lab,  because  too  many  students' 
dogs  were  attending  classes. 

We  are  as  much  rule-  as  tool-making  creatures 
because  few  of  our  behaviour  patterns  are  hand- 
ed to  us  in  our  genes,  and  we  need  not  only  to 
shape  our  environment  but  to  get  along  with  each 
other  in  order  to  survive.  I  suppose,  because  I 
moved  around  the  continent  a  lot  when  I  was  a 
child,  I  learned  early  that,  though  all  commun- 
ities have  rules,  they  are  not  the  same  ones  in, 
say,  suburban  California  and  rural  Kentucky.  So 
I  grew  up  with  some  respect  for  the  necessity  of 
rules,  but  also  with  some  critical  distance  from 
any  particular  rule's  usefulness  or  moral 
justification. 

I  was  delighted  to  find  that,  though  a  few  rules 
at  the  boarding  school  cropped  up  early  and  reg- 
ularly, a  fair  number  did  not  recur.  Since  my  fa- 
ther as  a  student  made  a  practice  of  breaking  rules 
not  yet  written,  I  always  had  special  admiration 
for  those  students  with  the  creative  imagination 
to  set  the  rule-makers  to  work  on  such  things  as 
not  turning  off  the  water  mains  into  the  teachers' 
quarters  or  not  taking  the  school  tractor  to 
church.  I  was  also  amused  at  the  head  mistress's 
rule  every  year  that  no  student  be  allowed  to  get 
up  at  4:30  am  on  Patriots'  Day  to  witness  the  re- 
enactment  of  Paul  Revere's  ride.  It  was  the  only 
way  she  could  be  sure  that  students  would  think  it 
worthwhile  to  lose  sleep  for  an  historic  event. 

Though  some  people  and  some  communities 
thrive  on  absolutes,  most  of  us  under  rigid  regula- 
tion chafe  and  pine,  and  the  chafers  are  more  apt 
to  resort  to  destructive  than  creative  rebellion, 
the  piners  to  waste  away.  Unless  there  is  some 
compelling  and  overriding  reason,  therefore, 
people's  behaviour  should  be  codified  as  little  as 
possible. 

As  lesbians  who  have  until  very  recently  had 
no  community,  whose  relationships  have  been 
themselves  considered  immoral  if  not  criminal, 
we  are  for  the  first  time  in  a  position  of  declared 
responsibility,  able  to  join  together,  able  to  de- 
scribe for  ourselves  what  the  nature  and  value  of 
our  relationships  are.  We  should  not  be  surprised 
at  how  raggedly  we  have  begun  that  process. 


Many  of  us  have  internalized  the  larger  com- 
munity's prejudice  and  take  any  failure  as  an  in- 
dication that  we  are,  after  all,  sick  and  depraved. 
I  have  had  letters  from  ex-lesbian  nuns  begging 
me  to  repent.  Many  of  us  feel  very  much  on  the 
defensive  and  want  to  justify  our  relationships  by 
mimicking  monogamous  marriage  and  making 
strong  statements  against  such  things  as  promis- 
cuity and  seduction  of  the  young.  I've  been  hav- 
ing some  correspondence  with  ex-nun  lesbians 
who  want  to  label  the  seduction  of  a  nun  by  a  six- 
teen-year-old student  child  abuse.  Those  with  a 
more  secular  grounding  often  muddle  through, 
as  most  other  people  do,  in  serial  monogamy  un- 
til over  the  years  at  any  large  party  most  women, 
at  one  time  or  another,  have  been  lovers  with 
most  of  the  other  women  and  call  their  commun- 
ity, either  affectionately  or  sourly,  "incestuous." 
There  are  also  those  who  think  coupling  is  reac- 
tionary, the  image  of  bondage  that  women,  and 
particularly  lesbians,  should  reject,  who  live 
alone  or  in  groups,  taking  their  pleasure  where 
they  find  it.  One  of  the  most  vocal  groups  recently 
celebrates  bondage  as  the  most  intense  sexual 
fantasy  to  be  fulfilled,  the  real  declaration  of  free- 
dom from  puritanical  hypocrisy.  With  them  we 
come  full  circle,  for  they  share  with  those  in  religi- 
ous orders  the  strictest  and  most  specific  rules  in 
search  of  ecstatic  experience. 

It  must  be  clear  to  any  lesbian  who  has  been 
around  for  a  while  that  consensus  is  impossible. 
Our  sexual  preference  give  us  no  more  in  moral 
common  than  it  does  our  heterosexual  sisters. 
Our  chief  reason  for  wanting  to  reach  consensus 
is  to  defend  ourselves  against  judgments  from 
both  without  and  within  our  community.  The  ex- 
nuns  trying  to  make  their  sister  ex-nun  confess  to 
child  abuse  say  to  her,  "Isn't  it  better  to  be  con- 
fronted by  loving  lesbians  than  by  Christian  ho- 
mophobes?"  to  which  her  answer  is,  of  course, 
"No,  it's  much,  much  worse." 

Rules  made  to  defend  ourselves  against  those 
who  disapprove  of  us  are  suicide  weapons,  for 
they  serve  to  distort  and  then  silence  what  we 
learn  from  our  own  experience,  whether  we  are 
embracing  those  rules  for  ourselves  or  imposing 
them  on  other  people.  And  they  are  also  useless 
for  our  defence,  for  nobody  who  thinks  a  lesbian 
is  sick  and  depraved  will  be  persuaded  of  our 
health  and  virtue  even  if  we  set  age  limits,  time 
limits  and  correct  postures. 

As  in  that  boarding  school,  I  wish  we  could  be- 
gin without  rules,  except  those  to  do  with  physical 
safety,  make  rules  only  when  they  seem  necessary 
and  start  afresh  every  year  or  so. 

When  I  refer  to  "our  community ,"  it  is  a  meta- 
phor. We  don't  live  under  one  roof,  in  one  city ,  or 
even  in  one  country.  We,  as  lesbians,  don't  have 
to  get  along  as  we  do  with  people  who  share  a  geo- 
graphy, property  and  all  the  mundane  chores  of 


citizenship.  The  only  rule  I'd  like  to  propose  for 
"our  community"  is  tolerance,  because  we  cer- 
tainly have  been  getting  into  bad  squabbles  on  the 
public  platform  and  on  paper.  Oh,  we  can  dis- 
agree all  we  like,  but  none  of  us  needs  to  convert 
the  whole  world  to  separatism,  monogamy,  sa- 
domasochism or  celibacy  for  the  freedom  to 
choose  for  ourselves,  and  each  of  us  has  more  to 
learn  about  other  choices  without  feeling  person- 
ally threatened  by  them. 

The  problem  is  much  more  complex  when  we 
confront  differences  between  people  attempting 
to  be  friends  and  lovers. 

One  rule  which  is  gaining  support,  particularly 
among  younger  lesbians,  is  the  eliminating  of 
power  in  relationships  between  women  in  an  at- 
tempt to  get  away  from  the  inequality  of  hetero- 
sexual models.  Not  only  must  concepts  of  butch 
and  femme  be  banished,  but  women  should  seek 
out  other  women  as  much  like  themselves  as  they 
can.  Look-alike,  feel-alike  and  think-alike  cou- 
ples are  becoming  so  common  that  they  may  be 
the  forerunners  of  the  arranged  marriages  of  the 
past,  with  the  same  drawbacks  because  they  in- 
fect any  community  with  the  snobberies  of  race, 
class,  education,  money,  health  and  good  looks. 
Further,  power  is  not  in  this  way  eliminated,  for 
power  trips  are  not  sourced  in  differences  but  in 
the  simple  desire  of  a  person  to  dominate  or  be 
dominated. 

It  is  not  power  but  its  abuse  which  should  con- 
cern people.  If  one  member  of  a  couple  is  much 
stronger  than  the  other,  it  doesn't  necessarily  fol- 
low that  the  weaker  one  will  be  abused.  It  may 
mean  instead  that  nobody  has  to  be  hired  to  move 
heavy  objects  around.  If  one  member  of  a  couple 
is  much  brighter  about  figures,  it  doesn't  neces- 
sarily follow  that  one  will  control  the  money.  She 
may  simply  be  stuck  with  doing  the  income  tax 


returns.  For  strength  and  gifts  are  there  to  be  of 
service  in  any  loving  circumstance. 

The  line  in  the  marriage  service,  "for  better  or 
worse,  for  richer  or  poorer,"  which  has  trapped 
far  too  many  people  in  destructive  relationships, 
does  have  the  virtue  of  reminding  us  that  both  cir- 
cumstances and  people  change.  Even  if  two  peo- 
ple start  out  in  a  relatively  equal  relationship,  one 
may  eventually  make  much  more  money  than  the 
other,  be  faced  with  a  disabling  disease,  become 
famous,  have  to  assume  responsibility  for  an 
aging  relative.  Any  of  those  changes  would  cer- 
tainly break  up  a  relationship  based  on  a  cancel- 
ing balance  of  power. 

People  in  love  do  have  enormous  power  over 
each  other,  and  it  is  often  unequal  simply  in  the 
quality  of  caring.  Sylvia  Townsend  Warner  wrote 
ofher  lifelong  lover,  Valentine  Ackland,  "...yon- 
der sits  the  other  one,  who  had  all  the  cards  in  her 
hand  —  except  one.  That  I  was  the  better  at  lov- 
ing and  being  loved."  It  was  a  relationship  that 
survived  sexual  infidelity,  separation,  financial 
hardship,  impossible  mothers,  war,  Valentine's 
conversion  to  Catholicism,  not  without  periods 
of  strife  and  pain  but  with  a  great  deal  of  produc- 
tive work  (both  women  were  writers)  and  happi- 
ness. Sylvia  Townsend  Warner  knew  how  to  use 
rather  than  abuse  her  power  to  love  and  be  loved. 

People  who  want  to  be  sure  that  they  are  al- 
ways free  to  be  and  do  as  they  please  might  be  bet- 
ter off  living  alone,  and  increasing  numbers  do, 
in  love  with  their  work  or  their  leisure,  setting  up  a 
network  of  friends  dependable  in  emergencies 
like  illness  or  Christmas. 

Only  people  unafraid  of  power,  willing  to  risk 
being  vulnerable  to  it  and  to  take  responsibility 
for  it,  are  real  candidates  for  serious  relationship, 

continued  on  page  41 
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